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Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar Studies in the World: Problems, Needs, Perspectives

The idea of researching the state and 
needs of Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar 
studies centres emerged at the Ukrainian 
Institute in 2021. It was due to the lack of 
generalised information about existing 
institutional centres of Ukrainian studies 
in the world and to the need to under-
stand and describe the general focus of 
Ukrainian studies, their content, and their 
regional and other peculiarities. From 
a practical point of view, such a study is 
necessary to develop a more effective op-
erational strategy for the Ukrainian Insti-
tute, and its academic programmes. The 
Ukrainian Institute has been implementing 
the Lysiak-Rudnytskyi Ukrainian Studies 
Programme since 2020. This programme 
aims at supporting Ukrainian studies pro-
jects in educational, academic, cultural in-
stitutions, and analytical centres abroad. 
A broader goal of this study is to contrib-
ute to the development of public policy re-
garding the support for Ukrainian studies 
abroad and to identify the most urgent 
and appropriate types of such support, 
in terms of regions and themes. Ukrainian 
studies specialists might find the results 
of our study useful for further networking, 
the exchange of experience, and establish-
ing various types of research projects with 
colleagues around the world. Meanwhile, 

1 St. Iurskyy. Holovna nebezpeka i zavdannia ukrains’koi nauky (Main threats and tasks of Ukrainian scholarship) 
Ukrainski visti 58 (210), 1948, http://diasporiana.org.ua/wp-content/uploads/books/12391/file.pdf. 

the general public can shape their under-
standing of the sources of state-of-the-art 
knowledge about Ukraine in the world in 
general and in individual countries.

The emergence of Ukrainian studies 
abroad is closely related to the process of 
emigration from Ukraine. It was the rep-
resentatives of the diaspora who initiat-
ed the foundation of the first institutions 
for the study of processes in Ukraine and 
Ukrainian society. Back in 1948, S. Yursky, 
reflecting on the problems of foreign 
Ukrainian studies, identified two that are 
still relevant today: the prevalence of Rus-
sian narratives about the history and cul-
ture of Ukraine and the region, and the 
excessive focus of Ukrainianists, from that 
time onward, on the study of ethnographic 
features rather than the world surround-
ing Ukraine and the place of Ukraine and 
Ukrainians in it. “Russian scholarship suc-
ceeded in instilling the world with its con-
cepts of geography and history of Eastern 
European space. […] The current situation, 
wherein Russian scholarship is interpreting 
the entire space of the current USSR as its 
own, and the Ukrainian academia is shy-
ly avoiding going beyond its ethnographic 
territories, must be changed.”1 The unique 
history of each such centre founded by the 
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diaspora was often associated with the 
personae of the chair, who determined the 
direction of the development of studies in 
a certain country with their academic ex-
pertise, and developed the centre using 
their organisational skills. Ukraine gaining 
independence, and thus becoming a sep-
arate international subject, prompted the 
emergence of new centres of Ukrainian 
studies, and the expansion of the focus 
of the centres that formerly studied the 
USSR and that had appeared during the 
Cold War. In the last 30 years, Ukrainian 
studies centres in different countries have 
developed with varying degrees of success, 
facing numerous financial, organisational, 
and even conceptual problems and chal-
lenges, which we will analyse in detail in 
this text.

The decision in principle was to include 
Crimean Tatar studies in our analysis. The 
Crimean Tatars are the most numerous of 
the indigenous peoples of Ukraine and do 
not have their own state entity that could 
take care of their cultural development. 
The Russian occupation of the Crimean 
Peninsula after 2014 only complicated 
the situation of the Crimean Tatars. The 
Ukrainian state, at the level of laws and 
regulations, has assumed the responsi-
bility, among other things, to protect the 
development of the Crimean Tatar lan-
guage and culture, thus supporting cen-
tres of Crimean Tatar studies abroad can 
become an important element of such a 
policy.2 

2 Such as The Law of Ukraine on the Indigenous Peoples of Ukraine, and the Strategy of the Development of Crimean 
Tatar language for 2022-2023. Retrieved from: https://zakon.rada.gov.ua/laws/show/1616-20. https://zakon.
rada.gov.ua/laws/show/224-2022-%D1%80#Text.

3 Pola Lem, Student interest in studying Russian slumps as Ukrainian surges, Times Higher Education, 13 September 
2022, https://www.timeshighereducation.com/news/student-interest-studying-russian-slumps-ukrainian-surge
s?fbclid=IwAR3j7uDEwAyvZl9vH61o2G2hLmEXkCveb9Xz7VTGdbApwLp6-tua9rIt4xk.

4 A significant number of the people who started learning Ukrainian in 2022 did it in Poland, Great Britain, Germany, 
Czech Republic, and Ireland. See the report of the language learning application Duolingo, 2022. Retrieved from: 
https://blog.duolingo.com/2022-duolingo-language-report/.

The Russian full-scale invasion on Febru-
ary 24, 2022, increased interest in Ukraine 
and Ukrainian studies in the world and, ac-
cordingly, deepened the relevance of the 
subject of our research. It created chances 
for the further development of Ukrainian 
studies in the world on at least two levels.

The first is the unprecedented growth 
of interest in Ukrainian studies around 
the world. In September 2022, Western 
universities noted a significant increase 
in the number of first-year students who 
chose to study Ukrainian or Polish lan-
guage, compared to a significant decline 
in interest in learning Russian against the 
previous year (from 30 to 50%).3 Another 
piece of evidence was the phenomenal in-
terest of a wide audience in Timothy Sny-
der’s online course, The Making of Mod-
ern Ukraine, which has accumulated more 
than 5 million views on YouTube. Even the 
annual report of Duolingo, the most pop-
ular mobile application for self-study of 
foreign languages, indicates that more 
than 1.3 million people in the world started 
learning Ukrainian as a sign of solidarity 
and support after the full-scale invasion 
by the Russian Federation.4

The second is the actualisation of the 
discussion about the emergence of 
Ukrainian studies from the shadow of 
Russian studies. The Russian-centric nar-
rative has often been uncritically repro-
duced in historical studies, in particular 
in those that deal with the history of the 
entire region and not exclusively of Russia. 
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As Professor Timothy Snyder points out, 
the Russian narrative is perceived as real, 
while the Ukrainian narrative remains 
less familiar and even more suspicious in 
terms of credibility.5 Analysing the short-
comings of Western expertise on the 
countries of Central and Eastern Europe, 
Aliaksei Kazharski specifically emphasis-
es that the Russocentrism of Eastern Eu-
ropean studies caused a noticeable pre-
dominance of Russians’ involvement in 
them, including as experts and research-
ers on Ukrainian issues, and this also nor-
malised the appeals to Russians for ex-
pertise on Ukraine.6 

The influence of the russocentric narra-
tive in academic and analytical studies, 
moreover, had direct consequences for 
the foreign policy decision-making. Alex-
ander Vindman, Director of European Af-
fairs for the US National Security Council 
for 2018–2020, argues that the problem 
of russocentrism in the perception of the 
region in US government circles is even 
more complex than in academic Slav-
ic studies, which in recent years have at 
least begun to re-evaluate their previous 
approaches, “In the time I spent on the 
National Security Council, from 2018 to 
2020, the results of this cumulative bias 
in national security education became 
obvious. Very few officials had special-
ized knowledge of the region, let alone 
of Ukraine, and among those, even fewer 
had Ukrainian language skills.”7 

5 Timothy Snyder: The Making of Modern Ukraine. Class 3: Geography and Ancient History — YouTube.
6 Aliaksei Kazharski, Explaining the “Westsplainers”: Can a Western scholar be an authority on Central and Eastern 

Europe? Forum for Ukrainian studies, 19 July 2022, https://ukrainian-studies.ca/2022/07/19/explaining-the-
westsplainers-can-a-western-scholar-be-an-authority-on-central-and-eastern-europe/. 

7 Vindman, Alexander. Stop Tiptoeing Around Russia. It Is Time to End Washington’s Decades of Deference to Moscow, 
Foreign Affairs, August 8, 2022. Retrieved from: https://www.foreignaffairs.com/united-states/stop-tiptoeing-
around-russia.

8 See Hulenok, Olena. Ukraïins’ki ta kryms’kotatars’ki studii u sviti: osnovni napriamky diial’nosti i (samo)prezentatsiia 
naukovo-osvitnikh instytutsiy. (Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar studies in the world. Main directions of activities and 
(self-)presentation of scientific and educational institutions). UCU Analytical Center, 2021. Retrieved from: https://
ac.ucu.edu.ua/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Ukrai-nski-ta-krymskotatarski-studii-u-sviti.pdf. 

Therefore, in 2022, the process of intellec-
tual decolonisation of Eastern European 
and Slavic studies in many countries sig-
nificantly intensified. In particular, there 
have recently been a few initiatives ded-
icated to the assessment of the state of 
Ukrainian studies within East European 
studies as well as to the difficulties of decol-
onisation of the studies of the region, such 
as the seminar of the German-Ukrainian 
Commission of Historians, the presenta-
tion of Andrii Zayarniuk, Historians as En-
ablers? Historiography, Imperialism and 
the Legitimation of Russian Aggression in 
May 2022, part of the discussion focused 
on the topic War against Ukraine in the 
Slavic Review magazine, as well as a num-
ber of other publications.

But both the growing interest in Ukrainian 
studies, and the calls to revise academ-
ic and analytical russocentrism are only 
short-term trends that may end without 
substantial changes, so our study aims to 
be one of the steps taken to strengthen 
Ukrainian studies in the world during this 
crucial time.

This study systematically and thor-
oughly examines the state of Ukrainian 
and Crimean Tatar studies abroad. The 
Ukrainian Institute commenced this re-
search in 2021, commissioning a pilot 
study carried out by the Analytical Center 
of the Ukrainian Catholic University.8 The 
findings of this pilot study, which identi-
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fied 40 Ukrainian studies centres using 
the method of open-source analysis, elu-
cidated the need to create the most geo-
graphically and thematically complete 
database of centres of Ukrainian and 
Crimean Tatar studies in the world, iden-
tified primarily as parts of higher educa-
tion institutions or affiliated with them, 
but also as independent centres. We cre-
ated such a database using several sourc-
es. Firstly, the Ukrainian Institute made an 
official request to the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Ukraine to provide information 
on Ukrainian studies centres with the help 
of the embassies of Ukraine in certain 
countries. Secondly, we actively used open 
sources (websites of centres and respec-
tive educational institutions, web pages 
of individual embassies, directories, etc.). 
Thirdly, we used the “snowball” method, 
adding to the online questionnaire sent 
out to representatives of Ukrainian stud-
ies centres we had already identified by 
the previous two methods a question 
about the centres of Ukrainian studies in 
a certain country that the respondent is 
aware of.

It is important that we apply a broad defi-
nition of Ukrainian studies, in order to cov-
er as much as possible their various forms 
and features. Therefore, for the purposes 
of this study, Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar 
studies means:

 z University educational programmes 
in Ukrainian studies, i.e., in Ukrainian 
history, culture, the contemporary 
politics of Ukraine, etc.

 z University educational programmes 
on the study of the Ukrainian or 
Crimean Tatar language and litera-
ture.

 z University educational and research 
programmes in regional studies (for 

example, studies of post-Soviet/
post-communist countries, Eastern 
European studies, Eurasian stud-
ies, Slavic studies, etc.), within which 
Ukrainian studies are covered, or 
Turkic studies, within which Crime-
an Tatar studies are included. Rele-
vance of these centres to our study 
is determined by the proportion of 
their research devoted to Ukrainian 
or Crimean Tatar issues.

 z University research centres that 
study Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar 
topics in terms of history, culture, 
politics, regional or international re-
lations.

 z Independent research centres and 
think tanks where the main or a sig-
nificant focus is the study of topics 
related to Ukraine or Crimean Ta-
tars, within the framework of region-
al studies.  

It is important to emphasise that we have 
included think tanks as the objects of the 
study, because their role in the process 
of creating knowledge on social science 
topics is growing in significance, and the 
influence of the knowledge generated in 
such think tanks on the foreign policy de-
cisions of foreign countries is greater than 
that of purely academic centres. There 
are many examples of think tank repre-
sentatives serving on the faculty of aca-
demic Ukrainian studies centres. Combin-
ing academic and analytical dimensions, 
we overcome the traditional gap between 
teaching and research discourse on the 
one hand, and the media and political 
discourse on the other.

After collecting basic information and 
compiling the first database of Ukrainian 
studies centres and their contact data, 
we developed an online questionnaire 
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for representatives of individual centres 
in order to explore the state, needs, and 
prospects of Ukrainian and Crimean Ta-
tar studies abroad. An online survey of 
representatives of Ukrainian and Crimean 
Tatar studies, sent to the centres accord-
ing to the compiled database, was con-
ducted in English and Ukrainian from June 
to October 2022.

Answering both closed and open ques-
tions, the respondents provided informa-
tion about the activities of the centres 
(areas of work, types of activities, num-
ber of staff, teaching hours, partnerships, 
etc.), the dynamics of their development, 
and the impact of the full-scale war of 
Russia against Ukraine. They were also 
asked to identify key problems in the ac-
tivities of the centres and ways to solve 
them. The data obtained formed the ba-
sis of this analytical report and was used 
to fill in and verify the interactive map of 
Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar studies cen-
tres abroad.

The actual mapping of the centres of 
Ukrainian studies around the world be-
came the first published outcome of our 
research. Based on the findings of the 
study, we developed an interactive map 
of Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar studies 
centres abroad. Placed on the website 
of the Ukrainian Institute, it contains in-
formation about more than 150 branch-
es of Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar stud-
ies centres in 32 countries of the world, 
and allows one to filter the centres by 
geography, current status (non/active), 
type and organisational form. We invite 
all readers to use the map, and to of-
fer their additions and clarifications to 
it, since it is a living project designed to 
reflect the state and needs of Ukrainian 
studies centres here and now as precise 
as possible.

In terms of structure, this analytical re-
port consists of two main parts. The first 
chapter presents the results of the survey 
of representatives of Ukrainian studies 
centres abroad. It covers general charac-
teristics of their work, the peculiarities of 
their teaching and research activities, an 
analysis of their situation and problems, 
and prospects for their development.

In the second chapter, based on the re-
sults of the survey and consultations with 
experts who specialise in the relevant re-
gions and countries, official documents, 
online pages of the centres, and available 
secondary literature, we tried to make a 
portrait of Ukrainian studies in specific re-
gions of the world. We did not strictly de-
fine these regional groups on the basis of 
geography, but rather on the basis of a set 
of unifying criteria that are characteristic 
of the centres in particular countries or 
groups of countries. Among these criteria 
are the overall development of the cen-
tres, the role of the Ukrainian community, 
the number of centres, their tendencies in 
Slavic and Eastern European studies, the 
predominant subjects (politics/language/
history studies, etc.), language studies pe-
culiarities, etc. We outlined general infor-
mation about the Ukrainian studies cen-
tres, the history of their establishment 
and the role of the diaspora, their issues 
and other specifics, according to individ-
ual regions. Finally, in the conclusion, we 
summarised the main findings regard-
ing the current state of and prospects for 
Ukrainian studies worldwide.

As with any study, ours has certain limita-
tions. First, due to a lack of funding after 
the full-scale invasion, we were unable to 
conduct in-depth interviews with the rep-
resentatives of Ukrainian studies centres 
overseas as originally planned. Such in-
terviews would help to clarify a number of 
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details, and further understand the chal-
lenges that the discipline representatives 
are dealing with in their day-to-day op-
erations and in light of the recent crises. 
Secondly, due to the method of data col-
lection, we understand that the database 
on Ukrainian studies branches may be in-
complete and/or inaccurate, because the 
centres do not remain static and show a 
noticeable dynamic of development, espe-
cially due to the increase in interest after 
the start of the full-scale war. If some cen-
tres of Ukrainian or Crimean Tatar studies 
have not been included in our database, 
we are ready to supplement or correct the 
interactive map posted on the Institute’s 
website upon special request. Thirdly, de-
spite our broad definition of the concept 
of Ukrainian studies, we have limited our-
selves to the analysis of institutionalised 
centres, and not, for example, individual 
researchers who study or teach relevant 
subjects outside the Ukrainian or regional 
framework, and undoubtedly make a sig-
nificant contribution to the development 
of Ukrainian studies worldwide. However, 
they represent the least stable and least 
reproducible units of research.

This project was made possible thanks to the sup-
port of many friends and partners.

We are grateful for the grant from the European 
Cultural Foundation and our partners from the 
NGO Promotion of Intercultural Cooperation, 
which made it possible to translate, publish and 
present to the public our research within the con-
straints of limited funding.

We are grateful to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Ukraine, and, in particular, to the embassies of 
Ukraine in Austria, Australia, Belarus, Brazil, Cana-
da, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Germany, Hungary, 
Italy, Japan, Latvia,  the Netherlands, the People’s 
Republic of China, Poland, Russia, and Turkey for 
providing the information regarding the functioning 
of Ukrainian studies centres in their host countries.9 
We are grateful to our colleagues, Serhii Tytyuk for 
programming and sending out the online question-
naires and Mariia Dubyk for help in finalising the 
analytical report. We are grateful to Valerii Bron-
skykh for invaluable data on studies in the PRC, Yev-
geniya Gaber and Fethi Kurtiy Şahin for advice on 
Ukrainian studies in Turkey, Olenka Pevny for help 
with finalising the questionnaire and insights into 
problems in Great Britain, Takashi Hirano for help 
with contacts for the section on Japan, Vladyslav 
Yatsenko for consulting on the state of Ukrainian 
studies in Russia, as well as many other friends and 
colleagues who helped with contacts, advice, clari-
fications, criticism, etc. Finally, we are grateful to the 
reviewers of our study, Olena Betlii and Yana Pry-
machenko, whose comments helped to significantly 
improve the initial version of the text. Despite the 
significant contribution of the listed persons, the 
team of authors takes responsibility for all the er-
rors, inaccuracies, and misinterpretations.

We hope that this study will become an important 
tool in strengthening cooperation between centres 
of Ukrainian studies in the world, and in spreading 
knowledge about Ukraine.

9  Data collection was carried out in fall 2021.
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tatar-studies-abroad/.
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1
In order to learn about the situation and 
needs of Ukrainian studies centres at first 
hand, we conducted an online survey of 
representatives of Ukrainian and Crimean 
Tatar studies abroad. In this section, we 
present the results of the analysis of the 
respondents’ answers. 

By referring to Ukrainian and/or Crimean 
Tatar studies organisations abroad in this 
study, we mean the following:

 z educational programmes or individ-
ual courses in Ukrainian studies (the 
history, culture, and modern politics 
of Ukraine);

 z educational programmes or individ-
ual courses on studying the Ukrainian 
and/or Crimean Tatar language;

 z independent research centres or re-
search centres at universities that 
offer Ukrainian and/or Crimean Ta-
tar topics in terms of historical, cul-
tural, political, and regional studies, 
international relations, etc.;

 z independent research centres or re-
search centres at universities with 
a regional orientation (Central and 
Eastern European studies, Slavic 
studies, Eurasian studies, post-So-
viet/post-communist studies), in 
which there is a significant share of 
research/study of Ukrainian and/or 
Crimean Tatar issues.

The survey was conducted through an on-
line questionnaire in Ukrainian and En-
glish, it lasted from June to October 2022. 
Representatives of 66 Ukrainian stud-
ies organisations abroad took part in the 
survey, which is about 40% of the total 
number of Ukrainian studies organisa-
tions identified by the Ukrainian Institute 
through analysis of open sources, and in-
formation received from the embassies of 
Ukraine in a number of countries. Among 
these 66 studies organisations, there are 
61 active branches, and five organisations 
that have ceased their activities. The sam-
ple of respondents covered 22 countries.

A significant limitation of this survey is the 
geographical distribution of the responses 
received. Respondents from the countries 
of Western Europe and North America re-
sponded most actively, while respondents 
from China and Russia remained unavail-
able to us, despite the notable presence 
of Ukrainian studies in these countries. In 
addition, among our respondents there is 
a lack of representatives of Crimean Tatar 
studies, which deprives us of the opportu-
nity to draw conclusions about their situa-
tion based on direct evidence.

CHAPTER

RESULTS OF THE SURVEY 
OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 
UKRAINIAN AND CRIMEAN 
TATAR STUDIES CENTRES 
IN THE WORLD
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Distribution of respondents 
by country

 
 
We analysed the responses of survey 
participants who represent studies that 
continue to be operational. The closed 
Ukrainian studies centres are analysed in 
the context of the problems they faced. In 
general, we were interested in what top-
ics in the fields of history, language, liter-
ature, or politics Ukrainian studies centres 
abroad offer, what formats they choose 
for their activities, and what organisa-
tional resources they have, as well as how 
closely they maintain ties with Ukraine and 
the Ukrainian-speaking (academic) envi-
ronment. In addition, we inquired about 
how the respondents assess the dynamics 
of the development of their studies, and 
their thoughts on the problems they most 
often deal with.

Ukrainian studies in 
the world: general 
characteristics

 
In general, it can be said that Ukrainian 
studies abroad mainly aim to foster the 
study of culture, language, literature and 
history, with less emphasis on politics. 
Culture is a pervasive theme – more than 
85% of respondents mentioned it. How-
ever, such an apparent cultural emphasis 
in Ukrainian studies may conceal the va-
riety of meanings with which the respon-
dents approach the concept of "culture," 
because it can include visual arts, music, 
literature, and cinematography. Interest-
ingly, among all the organisational for-
mats, the academic ones – faculties, in-
stitutes and their curricula – provide the 
most diverse range of research and study 
topics.

DISTRIBUTION OF 
RESPONDENTS BY COUNTRY Total 66

12
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2

2

2

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1

1
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The main areas and 
activities of Ukrainian 
studies centres

Ukrainian studies centres exist and de-
velop mainly within academic environ-
ment at universities, which determines 
their distribution by type. Over 80% of 
the surveyed representatives of Ukrainian 
studies reported that their centres are en-
gaged in teaching. Almost the same num-
ber is involved in academic research. A 
slightly lower percentage of Ukrainian 
studies centres contribute to spreading 
knowledge about Ukraine among foreign 
audiences by organising public events. 
Policy analysis constitutes a significantly 
smaller share of organisations’ work. Spe-
cialised research and analytical centres 
are engaged in this type of activity more 
often. However, university divisions (fac-
ulties and departments) and programmes 
are also involved. Other areas of organi-
sations’ activities that were not included 

in the major listed categories are publish-
ing, arts projects, and academic exchange 
programmes.

When asking respondents about the staff 
at their centre, we were interested not 
only in the total numbers, but also in the 
proportion of administrative staff (ensur-
ing the smooth bureaucratic and organi-
sational operation of the centre) to re-
searchers.

The median number of people conduct-
ing actual research or teaching within 
the studies is five, which is slightly great-
er than the number of administrative 
personnel (the median value for the en-
tire sample is three persons). Howev-
er, centres surveyed show considerable 
variation: the number of administrative 
positions can range from one to several 
dozen. For example, the Centre for East 
European Studies at the University of 
Warsaw employs about twenty adminis-
trative staff, while the School of Slavonic 
and East European Studies at University 

THE MAIN SPHERES OF ACTIVITIES OF THE CENTRES SURVEYED

Language

literature
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College London (SSEES) and the Harvard 
Ukrainian Research Institute (HURI) have 
sixteen and fourteen administrative staff 
members, respectively. The Canadian In-
stitute of Ukrainian Studies (CIUS) em-
ploys over ten administrative staff and 
approximately twelve researchers. Also, 
the number of researchers and professors 
varies significantly: from one person, as in 
the University of Lyon 2 (France), the So-
cial Impact Technologies and Democra-
cy Research Hub (SITADHub, Australia), 
and Kobe Gakuin University (Japan), to 
more than fifty researchers and teachers 
at the University of Indiana, forty-five at 
the Centre for East European Studies at 
the University of Warsaw, twenty at the 
Department of Ukrainian Studies at the 
University of Warsaw, seventeen at the 
College of Eastern Europe in Wrocław, and 
sixteen at the Ukrainian Free University in 
Munich.

The employees of the Ukrainian studies 
centres surveyed demonstrate a fairly 
high level of command of the Ukrainian 
language. The data from the respondents 
interviewed show that on average about 
half of all employees of their studies 
are fluent in the Ukrainian language. 

Immediate absolute values, however, 
range from one native speaker to fifteen, 
such as in the Centre for East European 
Studies at the University of Warsaw. A 
relatively large number of employees flu-
ent in Ukrainian can also be found at the 
Department of Ukrainian Studies at the 
University of Warsaw and at the Jagiello-
nian University, twelve people each. Such 
a noticeable representation of Ukrainian 
speakers in Ukrainian studies centres in 
Poland can be explained by the signifi-
cant (and also quite recent) Ukrainian 
diaspora in the country, as well as by 
the geographical proximity of Poland to 
Ukraine and, accordingly, easy access to 
the Ukrainian-speaking environment.

Teaching (languages, history, other)

Academic research

Organisation of public events

Analytics

Other

DISTRIBUTION OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES CENTRES BY TYPES OF ACTIVITIES 

50

48

41

14

3

 Number of responses NB: in response to this question, respondents could 
indicate more than one type of activity.
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State funding (federal in the case of federations)

Grants from international organisations

Tuition fee from the students/program participants

Private financing

Charitable contributions

Regional funding (at state/province/territory level in case 
of federations)

Endowments

Municipal financing

DISTRIBUTION OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES BY FUNDING SOURCES

NB: in response to this question, respondents 
could indicate more than one source of 
funding.

38

18

14

12

12

8

3

2

 Number of responses

Sources of funding of 
Ukrainian studies centres

Among other issues, we were also interest-
ed in the affiliation of Ukrainian studies 
centres with either state or private struc-
tures. According to the respondents’ an-
swers, 82% of Ukrainian studies operate 
at state educational institutions or re-
search centres, and 13% at private ones. 
Thus, in the absolute and overwhelming 
majority of cases, Ukrainian studies must 
rely on state funds and, accordingly, the 
commitment of universities and local gov-
ernments. State funding is the most prev-
alent, but it is often insufficient. As the re-
spondents point out, universities primarily 
finance professors’ salaries, and there is a 
lack of funds for promotion, event organi-
sation, etc. In addition, universities tend to 
commercialise education and finance ed-
ucational programmes in accordance with 

demand, that is, the interest of students 
in Ukrainian studies disciplines, which, ac-
cording to respondents, was lacking until 
February 24, 2022, the date of Russia’s full-
scale invasion.

Typically, the centres try to diversify their 
sources of funding, mostly supplement-
ing more stable and longer-term types of 
funding, such as state or municipal fund-
ing, with short-term grants and charitable 
contributions. In addition, for Canadian 
university-level Ukrainian studies centres 
at universities, funding through endow-
ments is common, along with private and 
state funding and charitable contribu-
tions.

Unfortunately, it is impossible to provide 
accurate information on Ukrainian stud-
ies centres’ annual budgets, as respon-
dents either do not have such information 
or are not authorised to disclose it. How-
ever, six respondents did provide relevant 
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data. According to these data, which are 
extremely limited in terms of being rep-
resentative, the average annual volume 
of the studies’ finances ranges from $30–
$50 thousand for a separate programme 
or department in a country of Western or 
Central Europe, to $200–$400 thousand 
for regional studies within the framework 
of which Ukraine is studied in the USA or 
Canada. At the same time, according to 
these respondents, the volume of the an-
nual budget for achieving strategic goals 
and priorities should be from $10,000 in 
Japan to $100,000 in Canada and Ger-
many. However, whether such funds are 
sufficient depends on the format of the 
programme or its activities. Thus, one of 
the respondents from a Scandinavian 
country noted that the desired volume 
of the annual budget for the creation 
of a separate programme of Ukrainian 
studies, with the provision of a teaching 
and research component should be more 
than $1 million (!).

Teaching component in 
Ukrainian studies

The absolute and overwhelming majority 
of respondents noted that at least one of 
the aspects of their activities is teaching 
the Ukrainian language, history, and oth-
er Ukraine-related courses. Such teaching 
primarily focuses on the undergraduate 
and graduate levels. 

As many as eleven universities offer a 
full cycle of higher education in Ukrainian 
studies, from the bachelor’s degree to the 
doctoral degree. Among them, for exam-
ple, are the Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
at the University of Prešov, the Depart-
ment of Ukrainian Studies at the Univer-
sity of Warsaw, the Department of East 
European Studies at Charles University, 
the Department of Ukrainian Studies at 
the University of Wrocław, and the De-

Bachelor's degree

Master's degree

Doctorate

Do not offer a degree in 
Ukrainian studies

Certificate programme

DISTRIBUTION OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES BY LEVEL 
OF EDUCATION

NB: in response to this question, respondents could 
indicate more than one educational level

28

27

18

10

9
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partment of Slavonic Studies at Palacký 
University of Olomouc. Other institu-
tions, along with University College Lon-
don (UCL), Columbia University, Univer-
sity of Alberta, Istanbul University, Sofia 
University “St. Kliment Ohridski,” Universi-
ty of Belgrade, University of Zagreb, Ma-
ria Curie-Skłodowska University in Lub-
lin, Hankuk University of Foreign Studies 
in Seoul, as well as Jagiellonian University 
in Kraków, give students the opportunity 
to master the level of fluency in the lan-
guage (corresponding to levels C1, C2 on 
the CEFR scale).

Certificates are also awarded by stand-
alone programmes or Ukrainian studies 
centres at Canadian and American insti-
tutions, for example, the Prairie Centre for 
the Study of Ukrainian Heritage (PCUH) 
at St. Thomas More College (University 
of Saskatchewan), the Ukrainian Studies 
Program at the Harriman Institute, and 
the Centre for Ukrainian Canadian Stud-
ies at the University of Manitoba. At an-
other eight institutions although offering 

Ukrainian studies, students do not have 
the opportunity to study the Ukrainian 
language. This is most likely due to the 
fact that these departments or institutes 
study the entire region of Eastern Europe, 
of which Ukraine is only a part.

The average number of hours of 
Ukrainian language teaching during the 
academic year among the studies sur-
veyed is 125 hours. More than 200 hours, 
i.e., significantly more than the average 
value, are offered by the Department of 
Ukrainian Studies at the University of War-
saw, the programme in Ukrainian studies 
at the Harriman Institute, Sofia University 
“St. Kliment Ohridski,” Faculty of Philology 
at the University of Belgrade, Maria Cu-
rie-Skłodowska University in Lublin, and 
Jagiellonian University.

The average number of students studying 
in Ukrainian studies programmes during 
the academic year is relatively small and 
amounts to 36 people; this value varies 
from just three to more than a hundred 

DISTRIBUTION OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES CENTRES ACCORDING TO THE HIGHEST LEVEL 
OF UKRAINIAN LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY TAUGHT

Fluency level (C1, C2)

Intermediate level (B1, B2)

Beginner level (A1, A2)

Students do not study Ukrainian

Difficult to answer

17

10

9

8

4
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people. Over 50 Ukrainian students a 
year are trained by the University of War-
saw, the University of Saskatchewan, the 
School of Slavonic and East European 
Studies at University College London, the 
Harriman Institute, Jagiellonian Universi-
ty, the University of Alberta, the Univer-
sity of Zagreb, Marie Curie-Skłodowska 
University in Lublin, the Hankuk Universi-
ty of Foreign Studies in Seoul, University of 
Helsinki, Indiana University, University of 
Wrocław.

Organisationally speaking, Ukrainian 
studies are quite small. The number of 
full-time professors of Ukrainian stud-
ies’ subjects or courses with a formal uni-
versity affiliation and a salary ranges 
from 1 to 17, with a median of three peo-
ple per unit. More than 80% of them are 
Ukrainian citizens or have Ukrainian an-
cestry, which demonstrates the close con-
nection of the studies with the Ukrainian 
diaspora (long-standing or recent) as well 
as the limitation of the studies and the 
need to expand the circle of Ukrainian 
studies scholars and engage foreigners 
in Ukrainian studies. The Department 
of Ukrainian Studies at the University 
of Warsaw, and the Department of Pol-
ish-Ukrainian Studies at Jagiellonian Uni-
versity have the largest staff.

In only ten cases do the professors of the 
respective courses work on a voluntary 
basis; in the vast majority of the centres 
this is not the case. Occasionally, howev-
er, students are engaged in teaching on 
a voluntary basis. The scarcity of such ex-
amples is probably a positive character-
istic, as the provision of a salary results 
in a higher level of personal commitment 
as well as the institutionalisation of the 
studies.

Research and analysis in 
Ukrainian studies centres

Research and analysis are an integral part 
of the activities of Ukrainian studies, as 
indicated by 85 percent of respondents 
(52 persons). The research topics and di-
rections cited by respondents, which were 
prevalent in the research activities within 
the studies during the last five years, are 
quite diverse and cover linguistic, histori-
cal, geopolitical, cultural, and religious is-
sues.

The respondents cited comparative stud-
ies of the Ukrainian language, studies 
of translation from Ukrainian, language 
policy, bilingualism, and surzhyk (inter-
language) in Ukraine as examples of lan-
guage studies. Historical research most 
often focuses on the topics of historical 
memory, the Holodomor (the Great Fam-
ine of 1932-33), the history of Ukraine in 
the 20th century (for example, such “ex-
otic” aspects as the activities of the UPA 
in Japan or the Ukrainian national move-
ment in Manchuria), post-colonialism, and 
post-totalitarianism. Numerous topics re-
late to contemporary Ukraine, for exam-
ple, including migration and diaspora re-
search, European integration, reforms in 
Ukraine, civil society and human rights, 
media, information warfare, the impact 
of the pandemic, etc. Respondents also 
mentioned the study of 20th century lit-
erature, the Gothic subgenre of Ukrainian 
literature, and political folklore. The study 
of regional cultural peculiarities was also 
mentioned among the research topics 
(for instance, those of Donbas or Kharkiv, 
Ukrainian cultural heritage in Poland, and 
Polish cultural heritage in Ukraine).
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CONCERNING RESEARCH AND ANALYTICS AT YOUR CENTRE, STUDIES  
ON RUSSIAN VERSUS UKRAINIAN TOPICS HAVE… 

Джерела фінансування студій

Формат діяльності

50

48

41

14

3

викладання (мови, історії, інше)
академічні дослідження

організація публічних заходів
аналітика

Інше

Державне фінансування (федеральне у 
випадку федерацій)

Гранти міжнародних організацій
Оплата за навчання учасниками студії / 

програми
Приватне фінансування

Благодійні внески
Регіональне фінансування (на рівні 

штату/провінції/землі у випадку федера-
цій)

Ендаументи
Муніципальне фінансування

Бакалаврат

Магістратура

Докторантура

Жодного 

Сертифікатна програма

Рівень вільного володіння (C1, C2)

Середній рівень (B1, B2)

Початковий рівень (A1, A2)

Студенти не вивчають українську

важко відповісти

38

18

14

12

12

8

3

2

28

27

18

10

9

17

10

9

8

4

Важко відповісти

Моя інституція не займається російськими студіями

Значно нижчу частку

Дещо нижчу частку

Ту ж саму частку, що й дослідження на українську тематику

Дещо вищу частку

Значно вищу частку

50
48

41

14

3

13

23

6

2

5

19

9

10

5

20

9

11

12

22

16

1

3

10

6

3

9

7

11

10

3

3

1

3

2

1

Інтерес цільових аудиторій

Середня кількість заходів

Середня кількість студентів

Річне фінансування

Середня кількість професійних публікацій

Помітно підвищився/-лась Дещо підвищився/-лась Не змінився/-лась Важко відповісти

Не стосується Дещо знизився/-лась Помітно знизився/-лась

2

7

6

A much higher share

A slightly higher share

A slightly lower share

A much lower share

My institution 
does not deal with 
Russian studies

Difficult to answer

The same share as research on 
Ukrainian topics

12

16

1

4

5 7

6

It is important to note that approximate-
ly one-third of the respondents indicated 
that research on Russian topics occupies 
a much higher share in their institutions 
than research on Ukrainian topics. This 
phenomenon may be the result of both in-
stitutional inertia, namely the large num-
ber of specialists in Russian studies since 
the Cold War, and more recent attention 
to Russia, for instance due to its increas-
ingly aggressive policies in recent years.

Almost all studies maintain ties with ed-
ucational/research institutions and spe-
cialists in Ukraine. Most often, these con-
nections take the form of co-organisation 
of conferences (74% of responses), joint 
educational or research projects (67%), as 
well as internships for professors and stu-
dent exchanges (45 and 48%, respectively). 
Some studies maintain ties with Ukraine 

through special fellowships, translations 
of educational materials from Ukrainian, 
and publication of books or journals.

The majority of respondents cited confer-
ences as the joint activity that the studies 
conducted with educational or research 
institutions and specialists in Ukraine over 
the past three years. Thematically, they 
addressed broad issues of language, cul-
ture, literature, history, etc. For example, 
separate conferences have been devoted 
to the works of Lesya Ukrainka, Stanislaw 
Lem, and Vasyl Stus.

Respondents also mentioned a number 
of academic exchanges and internships, 
the organisation of contests (internation-
al language competence contests, poetry 
reading contests), joint research projects 
(for example, on the sociolinguistic situa-

Total 51
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UKRAINIAN PARTNERS WHO MOST OFTEN COOPERATE WITH 
UKRAINIAN STUDIES ABROAD

UKRAINIAN HIGHER EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION

tion in the south of Ukraine), the organi-
sation of meetings with Ukrainian writers 
and book presentations, the organisation 
of lectures, seminars, or webinars with the 
participation of Ukrainian researchers, 
and summer schools in Ukrainian univer-
sities.

Numerous institutions of higher education 
were listed by respondents as partner in-
stitutions in Ukraine. Most often, they or-
ganised joint events with the Ivan Fran-
ko National University of Lviv, the Taras 
Shevchenko National University of Kyiv, 
and the Kyiv-Mohyla Academy.

OTHER ORGANISATIONS

Ivan Franko National University of Lviv

Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv

Kyiv-Mohyla Academy

Ukrainian Catholic University

Lviv National Academy of Arts

Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National University

Lesya Ukrainka Volyn National University

Uzhgorod National University

Kryvyi Rih State Pedagogical University

National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine

Odesa I. I. Mechnykov State University

Yuriy Fedkovych Chernivtsi National University

Ternopil National Pedagogical University

18

10

10

8

4

4

4

3

3

3

3

3

3

 Number of mentions
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Respondents’ evaluation 
of the dynamics of the 
development of studies and 
their problems

In order to provide the most pertinent 
recommendations, an important aspect 
of our research, and particularly the on-
line survey, is an evaluation of the situ-
ation, problems, and achievements of 
Ukrainian studies abroad. As part of as-
sessing the dynamics of the studies’ de-
velopment and their biggest challenges, 
we asked respondents to estimate the 
growth or decline of the following indica-
tors over the past five years: the interest 
of target audiences, average number of 
events, average number of students en-
rolled, annual funding, and average num-
ber of publications.

The respondents surveyed give a cautious-
ly positive assessment of the dynamics 
of the development of Ukrainian studies 
centres. In the absolute majority of cases, 
it is noted that over the past five years, the 
interest of target audiences has increased, 
as has the average number of events and 
the average number of students enrolled. 
The situation in terms of annual funding 
looks a little worse: it has mostly either not 
changed, or even in some cases has slight-
ly decreased. The average number of pub-
lications has increased slightly or at least 
has not changed.

We also asked interviewees about the 
main problems in activities of their organ-
isations. According to the answers of the 
respondents, the three most urgent and 
most prevailing problems of Ukrainian 
studies are lack of funding, lack of at-
tention or support from the Ukrainian 

DEVELOPMENT DYNAMICS OF THE ANALYSED UKRAINIAN STUDIES 

ORGANISATIONS OVER THE LAST FIVE YEARS*

Джерела фінансування студій

Формат діяльності
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14

3

викладання (мови, історії, інше)
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організація публічних заходів
аналітика

Інше

Державне фінансування (федеральне у 
випадку федерацій)

Гранти міжнародних організацій
Оплата за навчання учасниками студії / 

програми
Приватне фінансування

Благодійні внески
Регіональне фінансування (на рівні 

штату/провінції/землі у випадку федера-
цій)

Ендаументи
Муніципальне фінансування

Бакалаврат

Магістратура

Докторантура

Жодного 

Сертифікатна програма

Рівень вільного володіння (C1, C2)

Середній рівень (B1, B2)

Початковий рівень (A1, A2)

Студенти не вивчають українську

важко відповісти

38

18

14

12

12

8

3

2

28

27

18

10

9

17

10

9

8

4

Важко відповісти

Моя інституція не займається російськими студіями

Значно нижчу частку

Дещо нижчу частку

Ту ж саму частку, що й дослідження на українську тематику

Дещо вищу частку

Значно вищу частку

50
48

41

14

3

13

23

6

2

5

19

9

10

5

20

9

11

12

22

16

1

3

10

6

3

9

7

11

10

3

3

1

3

2

1

Інтерес цільових аудиторій

Середня кількість заходів

Середня кількість студентів

Річне фінансування

Середня кількість професійних публікацій

Помітно підвищився/-лась Дещо підвищився/-лась Не змінився/-лась Важко відповісти

Не стосується Дещо знизився/-лась Помітно знизився/-лась

2

7

6

Interest of target 
audiences

Average number  
of events

Average number  
of students enrolled

Annual funding

Average number  
of publications

 Noticeably increased

 Slightly increased

 Didn't change

 Decreased slightly

 Significantly decreased

 Difficult to answer

 Does not apply

* before the full-scale war of Russia against Ukraine from February 24, 2022.
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Lack of funding

Lack of attention/support of the Ukrainian state

Lack of attention of the target audience (students, 
politicians, other researchers, etc.)

Lack of job prospects in the industry

Impact of the COVID-19 pandemic

Lack of attention/support from universities/research 
community in host country

Lack of host country attention/support

Lack of qualified personnel

Lack of attention/awareness of the academic 
community in Ukraine

Other

state, and lack of attention of the target 
audience (students, politicians, other re-
searchers, etc.).

A quarter of respondents consider lack 
of funding to be the main problem. An-
other 20% identified this problem as the 
second or third most important. One re-
spondent described it as a lack of funds 
for basic needs (salaries for professors 
and administrative staff), which forced 
their organisation to abolish some aca-
demic positions. So, in one of the cases, 
four professorships were eliminated over 
the course of five years, and only one was 
reinstated thanks to funds from an en-
dowment.

In some other cases, funds are sufficient 
only for professor salaries, as universities 
pay primarily for teaching. Therefore, there 
is no possibility to fund scholarships, proj-

Розподіл головних проблем у діяльності 
українських студій 

за кордоном за пріоритетністю

Важко відповісти

Студії опиняться під загрозою закриття

Є загроза скорочення фінансування / штату

Все залишиться так само

Продовжуватимуть розвиватися

32

26

25

23

9

4

1

Грантова підтримка 
проєктів українських 

студій (видання, 
конференції)

Підтримка зв’язків між 
закордонними україн-

ськими студіями, а 
також між студіями та 
науковцями з України 

(обміни, спільні заходи 
– конференції, круглі 

столи, воркшопи, 
семінари та інші події)
Інституційна фінансо-

ва підтримка українсь-
ких студій (загалом чи 

окремих програм)
Надання стипендій 

студентам українських 
студій

Тісніша співпраця 
українських студій з 

дипломатичними 
установами України

Інше
Важко відповісти

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

ects, research, participation in profession-
al events, etc. The tuition fees are typical-
ly insufficient to cover these, because few 
students study, for instance, the Ukrainian 
language (see below about the lack of in-
terest of the target audiences). One of the 
representatives of regional studies’ centres 
noted that there is a general lack of fund-
ing in the academic community for pro-
grammes related to Ukraine, compared to 
those focusing on the study of Russia.

The second major problem, according to 
respondents, is the lack of support from 
the Ukrainian state. This problem echoes 
the previous one, because many respon-
dents expect the Ukrainian government to 
finance their activities and provide grants 
and scholarships. Two respondents from 
Italy cited a lack of attention/support 
of universities or fellow researchers both 
from Ukraine and the host country as the 

 Priority

DISTRIBUTION OF THE MAIN PROBLEMS OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES CENTRES
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reasons for the closure of the departments 
they represented. In addition, after Febru-
ary 24, 2022, representatives of the study 
centres have frequently contemplated the 
possibility of reviving the studies that have 
ceased operation, provided they receive 
funding from official institutions or funds 
and the support of the Ukrainian govern-
ment.

Another aspect of this problem, accord-
ing to the respondents, is the lack of ef-
fective state programmes for the promo-
tion of Ukrainian language and culture 
abroad, the absence of an examination 
and certification of Ukrainian as a foreign 
language,10 as well as insufficient support 
from Ukrainian diplomatic institutions 
abroad. Respondents cited the provision 
of even small support from the Ukrainian 
government, which would boost the pres-
tige of Ukrainian studies centres abroad, 
and the establishment of profession-
al state awards to recognise the efforts 
of Ukrainian studies centres as potential 
solutions.

Third among the problems of Ukrainian 
studies was a lack of interest on the part 
of the target audience. More than ten 
respondents noted that students are not 
interested in Ukrainian studies, and that 
the number of students enrolled in stud-
ies is constantly decreasing. For example, 
it is known that one of the reasons for the 
closure of the Center of Ukrainian Stud-
ies at Macquarie University in 2009 was 
the small number of students (less than 
twenty) enrolled. Some survey partici-
pants assume that the reason is the focus 

10 It is worth noting that the formalised examination of the Ukrainian language has already been developed and 
implemented by the National Commission for State Language Standards. However, according to information available 
from open sources, only applicants for Ukrainian citizenship are currently able (or rather obliged) to pass it, as well 
as candidates for civil service positions. "Exam to determine the level of proficiency in the state language." National 
Commission on State Language Standards. https://mova.gov.ua/diyalnist-i-proyekti/ispit-na-riven-volodinnya-
derzhavnoyu-movoyu. 

of Ukrainian studies centres on human-
ities, which, according to students, does 
not guarantee employment. Other possi-
ble explanations include lack of promo-
tion of Ukrainian studies, the dominance 
of Russian studies at the university, etc. 
Some respondents claim that until 2022, 
Ukrainian studies were largely disregard-
ed by researchers and politicians, and 
only the full-scale invasion contributed to 
changing the situation for the better.

Another important problem, according 
to respondents, is the lack of job pros-
pects in industry. They claim that it is ex-
tremely difficult to find a permanent job if 
one specialises in Ukraine (for example, in 
Germany, especially if students only have 
a bachelor’s degree in Ukrainian studies). 
The issues of funding and employment are 
closely related, because universities do not 
prioritise funding position for specialists in 
Ukrainian studies, whereas, according to 
one respondent, new positions are regu-
larly available for Russianists in the Unit-
ed States.

The COVID-19 pandemic also affected 
the functioning of Ukrainian studies. In 
addition to the direct impact of the dis-
ease, which took researchers away from 
work, respondents note the related dif-
ficulties of data collection, travel restric-
tions, and the problems of collaborating 
virtually, plus the cancellation of various 
events, internships, and conferences.

Respondents interpret the lack of sup-
port from the host country and its re-
search community as a lack of funding 
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from the governments of the countries 
concerned, stating, for instance that gov-
ernment financial support in Germany or 
Canada is not significant. A similar lack of 
attention from the host country govern-
ment was reported from Italy. Survey par-
ticipants note that universities justify the 

reduction in funding for Ukrainian studies 
and humanities due to the low number of 
applicants and students. Most often, uni-
versities support the teaching of the most 
widespread languages, and in the Eastern 
Europe these are either Russian or Polish 
(less often). 

Розподіл головних проблем у діяльності 
українських студій 

за кордоном за пріоритетністю

Важко відповісти

Студії опиняться під загрозою закриття

Є загроза скорочення фінансування / штату

Все залишиться так само

Продовжуватимуть розвиватися

32

26

25

23

9

4

1
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проєктів українських 
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конференції)

Підтримка зв’язків між 
закордонними україн-

ськими студіями, а 
також між студіями та 
науковцями з України 
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– конференції, круглі 

столи, воркшопи, 
семінари та інші події)
Інституційна фінансо-

ва підтримка українсь-
ких студій (загалом чи 

окремих програм)
Надання стипендій 

студентам українських 
студій

Тісніша співпраця 
українських студій з 

дипломатичними 
установами України

Інше
Важко відповісти
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4
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7

8
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конференції)

Підтримка зв’язків між 
закордонними україн-

ськими студіями, а 
також між студіями та 
науковцями з України 

(обміни, спільні заходи 
– конференції, круглі 

столи, воркшопи, 
семінари та інші події)
Інституційна фінансо-

ва підтримка українсь-
ких студій (загалом чи 

окремих програм)
Надання стипендій 

студентам українських 
студій

Тісніша співпраця 
українських студій з 
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Will continue to 
develop

Everything will remain the same

The studies are in 
danger of closing down

There is a threat 
of funding or staff 

cuts

3

6

25

2

18

PROSPECTS FOR THE UKRAINIAN STUDIES CENTRES 
DEVELOPMENT FOR THE NEXT 3-5 YEARS

EXPECTATIONS FROM THE UKRAINIAN GOVERNMENT 

Grant support for Ukrainian studies projects (publications, 
conferences)

Bolster communication and networking between Ukrainian 
studies centres abroad, as well as between centres and 

researchers from Ukraine (exchanges, joint events – conferences, 
round tables, workshops, seminars, and other events)

Provide institutional financial support for Ukrainian studies 
centre (in general or for individual programmes)

Provide scholarships to students of Ukrainian studies

Stimulate cooperation of Ukrainian studies with Ukrainian 
diplomatic institutions

Other

Difficult to answer

 Number of responses

Total 54 respondents

Difficult to answer
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Respondents generally consider the lack 
of attention of the academic community 
of Ukraine and the lack of qualified per-
sonnel to be the least significant of the 
listed problems. As one of them notes, the 
Ukrainian academic community is small, 
everyone knows and supports each other. 
However, several respondents believe that 
Ukrainian researchers do not participate 
in international events and activities due 
to a lack of language skills or, according to 
one of the respondents, due to institution-
al obstacles.

In addition, the geographic distribution 
of connections among Ukrainianists is 
uneven. For example, Ukrainian stud-
ies centres in Europe, North America and 
Australia are usually well known; howev-
er, according to the respondents, little is 
known about the existence of Ukrainian 
studies in East Asia, even in Ukraine itself. 

The lack of qualified personnel is related 
to the first of the listed problems, which is 
lack of funding. Respondents indicate that 
they do not possess the necessary finan-
cial resources to hire new employees, and 
one of the Ukrainian studies organisations 
in Poland had to eliminate three positions 
due to budgetary constraints. The survey 
participants also note that in general too 
few experts deal with Ukraine; instead, 
there are many experts from the Eastern 
European region with a focus on Russia, 
who are frequently consulted in in relation 
to Ukrainian issues.

The impact of the war on 
the functioning of Ukrainian 
studies centres

The full-scale invasion of the Russian Fed-
eration into Ukraine has every chance of 
providing a new impetus for the develop-
ment of Ukrainian studies, because it has 
revealed the limitations of foreign exper-
tise on Ukraine in the context of an in-
creasing demand for information about 
Ukrainian history, politics, culture, and 
even language.

In response to the question “How have 
the activities of Ukrainian studies cen-
tres changed since the beginning of the 
full-scale war launched by Russia against 
Ukraine on February 24, 2022,” the major-
ity of respondents cited an increase of 
interest in the Ukrainian language and 
history. Respondents noted greater stu-
dent interest in learning Ukraine-related 
subjects, and the participation of students 
and professors as volunteer interpreters 
at refugee centres. However, one of the re-
spondents noted that this spike of inter-
est pertains to individual courses and not 
entire academic programmes. Some insti-
tutions noted the necessity for improving 
and updating their websites, and a grow-
ing demand for expertise on Ukraine in the 
media. At the same time, the respondents 
note that due to the lack of employees, 
they are unable to respond to all requests, 
and also that due to the involvement of 
employees in responding to requests and 
working with the media, academic work 
has taken a back seat.

The war prompted the opening of new 
courses on the study of the Ukrainian lan-
guage, including free ones, the holding of 
additional lectures in some universities to 
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increase student awareness of Ukraine, 
the opening of the Centre for the Study 
of Ukraine at the Centre for Eastern Eu-
ropean Studies and the Centre for Lan-
guage Assistance of the Department of 
Ukrainian Studies (both at the University 
of Warsaw), the volunteer work by stu-
dents and professors, the new projects, 
the new grants for students to continue 
their education and additional funding 
from universities to support Ukrainian re-
searchers. A respondent from the Nether-
lands even sees the possibility of reviving 
one of the now defunct Ukrainian studies 
centre after February 24 and believes that 
greater awareness of Ukraine earlier could 
have prevented its closure.

Respondents also note the strengthening 
of cooperation with Ukrainian colleagues, 

their more active participation in public 
events and media presence. One of the re-
spondents reported that his university has 
ceased cooperating with a Russian educa-
tional institution and was instead looking 
for a partner institution in Ukraine.

For more than half of the surveyed 
Ukrainian studies centres, the full-scale 
invasion became the reason for a possi-
ble change in the focus of activity. Re-
spondents believe it is important, for in-
stance, to increase the number of courses 
and programmes and to promote them to 
a broader audience, to conduct research 
on the topic of the diaspora, which has 
increased due to the war, and to pro-
vide more opportunities for Ukrainian re-
searchers, particularly (or even primarily) 
those who remain in Ukraine.

Актуальні зміни після 24 лютого 2022р.

Важко відповісти

Повністю не погоджуються

Наскільки погоджуються, настільки не погоджуються

Скоріше не погоджуються

Скоріше погоджуються

Повністю погоджуються

48

33

31

29

27

16

14

2

Зростання уваги від місцевої та міжнародної 
преси – більш часті звернення за коментарями, 

запрошення на радіоефіри/подкасти і т.п.
Зростання уваги зі сторони інституцій країни 
перебування – звернення за консультаціями, 

порадами, аналітичною підтримкою і т. п.
Зростання уваги зі сторони дослідницької спільно-

ти – більш часті запрошення на конференції, 
семінари, онлайн-дискусії

Зростання охоплення аудиторії публікаціями на 
сайті студій, сторінках студій в соцмережах
Відкриття нових стипендій для українських 

студентів та/або науковців вашою студією або за 
участі вашої студії

Збільшення можливостей для фінансування 
діяльності українських студій

Відкриття нових програм/дослідницьких напрям-
ків, пов’язаних з Україною

Інше

Вкоріненість практик, що інституціоналізувалися 
ще в часи СРСР 

Об’єктивно більша значимість російських студій 
відносно інших східноєвропейських та славістич-

них студій
Домінування проросійських наративів в медіа

Великі фінансові вливання зі сторони російських 
державних та недержавних структур, приватних 

осіб
Прихильне ставлення представників фахового 

середовища до російської культури
Важко відповісти

Інше (геополітичний статус Росії)

ЛНУ ім. І. Франка
КНУ ім. Т. Шевченка
Києво-Могилянська академія
Український католицький університет
Львівська національна академія мистецтв
Прикарпатський національний університет ім. В. 
Стефаника
Волинський національний університет ім. Лесі 
Українки
Ужгородський національний університет 
Криворізький державний педагогічний універси-
тет
Національна академія наук України
 Одеський національний університет ім. І. Мечни-
кова
Чернівецький національний університет ім. Ю. 
Федьковича
Тернопільський національний педагогічний 
університет

13

9

7

6

5

1

1

18

10

10

8

4

4

4

3

3

3

3

3

3

MAJOR CHANGES IN THE WORK OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES CENTRES 
AFTER THE START OF THE FULL-SCALE RUSSIAN INVASION

Increased attention from the local and international 
press – more frequent requests for comments, invitations 

to radio broadcasts/podcasts, etc.
Increased attention from the institutions of the host 

country – requests for consultations, advice, analytical 
support, etc.

Increased attention from the research community – more 
frequent invitations to conferences, seminars, online 

discussions

Increased audience attention to the publications on the 
centre’s website, centre’s social media accounts

Opening of new scholarships for Ukrainian students 
and/or researchers by the studies centre or with its 

participation

Increased opportunities for financing the activities of 
Ukrainian studies centres

Opening of new programmes/research areas related to 
Ukraine

Other

 Number of responses Total 54 respondents
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As has been repeatedly mentioned above, 
representatives of Ukrainian studies cen-
tres abroad believe that their studies are 
noticeably underrepresented compared 
to Russian studies. The absolute major-
ity of those surveyed, namely 78% (42) of 
respondents, agree with the statement: 
“Before the outbreak of the full-scale Rus-
sian-Ukrainian war, Eastern European and 
Slavic studies were primarily focused on 
Russian history, politics, language, art, etc.” 
In their opinion, this situation was attrib-
utable, first of all, to the entrenchment of 
practices institutionalised during the Sovi-
et era, and the objectively greater impor-
tance of Russian studies in comparison to 
other Eastern European and Slavic stud-
ies (!). Likewise, the absolute majority, or 
32 out of 42 of these respondents, agrees 
with the necessity to revise the tradition-

11 As to the connections of the “Russkiy Mir” Foundation with the academic environment around the world, please see 
the study of the Ukrainian Institute: Masiyenko, Yulia, Kateryna Zahryvenko, Nadiia Koval, Denys Tereshchenko. The 
Russian flag will be flown wherever Russian is spoken: “Russkiy Mir” Foundation, Ukrainian Institute, 2022, https://
ui.org.ua/en/sectors-en/russkiy-mir-foundation-2/.

al orientation of Eastern European and 
Slavic studies towards Russian history, pol-
itics, language, and art. Representatives 
of regional studies centres see the need 
to revise and decolonise Eastern Europe-
an studies from Russian dominance, or to 
teach Ukrainian studies separately from 
Russian studies. Discussions began about 
the place and role of the Russian language 
and history in regional studies centres that 
focus on Eastern Europe. There are calls to 
block Russian propaganda resources and 
to close centres financed by Russia (in par-
ticular, by the “Russkiy Mir” Foundation)11.

However, respondents have different per-
spectives on how to resolve this situation. 
As one of the options for reorienting re-
gional studies in a manner that is more 
equitable to other Eastern European 
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перебування – звернення за консультаціями, 

порадами, аналітичною підтримкою і т. п.
Зростання уваги зі сторони дослідницької спільно-

ти – більш часті запрошення на конференції, 
семінари, онлайн-дискусії

Зростання охоплення аудиторії публікаціями на 
сайті студій, сторінках студій в соцмережах
Відкриття нових стипендій для українських 

студентів та/або науковців вашою студією або за 
участі вашої студії

Збільшення можливостей для фінансування 
діяльності українських студій

Відкриття нових програм/дослідницьких напрям-
ків, пов’язаних з Україною

Інше

Вкоріненість практик, що інституціоналізувалися 
ще в часи СРСР 

Об’єктивно більша значимість російських студій 
відносно інших східноєвропейських та славістич-

них студій
Домінування проросійських наративів в медіа

Великі фінансові вливання зі сторони російських 
державних та недержавних структур, приватних 

осіб
Прихильне ставлення представників фахового 

середовища до російської культури
Важко відповісти

Інше (геополітичний статус Росії)

ЛНУ ім. І. Франка
КНУ ім. Т. Шевченка
Києво-Могилянська академія
Український католицький університет
Львівська національна академія мистецтв
Прикарпатський національний університет ім. В. 
Стефаника
Волинський національний університет ім. Лесі 
Українки
Ужгородський національний університет 
Криворізький державний педагогічний універси-
тет
Національна академія наук України
 Одеський національний університет ім. І. Мечни-
кова
Чернівецький національний університет ім. Ю. 
Федьковича
Тернопільський національний педагогічний 
університет

13

9

7

6

5

1

1

18

10

10

8

4

4

4

3

3

3

3

3

3

4

5

22

1

2

20

Total 54 respondents

DO YOU AGREE WITH THE STATEMENT THAT BEFORE THE START OF THE FULL-
SCALE RUSSIAN-UKRAINIAN WAR, EASTERN EUROPEAN AND SLAVIC STUDIES WERE 
PRIMARILY FOCUSED ON RUSSIAN HISTORY, POLITICS, LANGUAGE, ART, ETC.

Completely agree

Rather agree

Rather do not agree

As much as agree, disagree

Completely disagree

Difficult to answer
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countries and cultures, respondents en-
vision a restructuring of these studies 
with a proportional representation of 
each field/region both by subject and by 
teaching staff. The respondents also not-
ed that colleagues should be persuaded 
to reconsider the traditional teaching of 
regional studies with a focus on Russia, in 
order to alter the institutional dominance 
of Russian studies. On the other hand, 
some respondents see the solution to the 
problem in separating Ukrainian studies 
from regional ones, or in initiating specific 
Ukrainian studies centres with indepen-
dent funding and management. After all, 
as one of the survey participants notes, 
Ukrainian language studies are especial-
ly marginalised within the framework of 
Slavic studies, the heads of which are of-
ten Russianists. 

Survey participants underline the impor-
tance of enhancing the quality and quan-
tity of the products of Ukrainian studies 
centres (such as publications, translations 

of research and literary works) and their 
wide dissemination via open access. Im-
portant is also the strengthening of insti-
tutional cooperation between Ukrainian 
and foreign institutions, which requires, 
as one respondent noted, necessitates 
the fight against corruption and plagia-
rism in Ukrainian academic institutions. 
In order to achieve these goals, according 
to the respondents, active promotion of 
Ukrainian studies, permanent funding and 
organisational support from the Ukrainian 
government and diplomacy, the funding 
of scholarships and grants for the study of 
Ukraine, and the launch of exchange pro-
grammes and internships to encourage 
foreign students to study Ukraine, are all 
necessary.

THE REASONS FOR REGIONAL STUDIES' CONCENTRATION 
ON RUSSIAN TOPICS:

Актуальні зміни після 24 лютого 2022р.

Важко відповісти

Повністю не погоджуються

Наскільки погоджуються, настільки не погоджуються

Скоріше не погоджуються

Скоріше погоджуються

Повністю погоджуються

48

33

31

29

27

16

14

2

Зростання уваги від місцевої та міжнародної 
преси – більш часті звернення за коментарями, 

запрошення на радіоефіри/подкасти і т.п.
Зростання уваги зі сторони інституцій країни 
перебування – звернення за консультаціями, 

порадами, аналітичною підтримкою і т. п.
Зростання уваги зі сторони дослідницької спільно-

ти – більш часті запрошення на конференції, 
семінари, онлайн-дискусії

Зростання охоплення аудиторії публікаціями на 
сайті студій, сторінках студій в соцмережах
Відкриття нових стипендій для українських 

студентів та/або науковців вашою студією або за 
участі вашої студії

Збільшення можливостей для фінансування 
діяльності українських студій

Відкриття нових програм/дослідницьких напрям-
ків, пов’язаних з Україною

Інше

Вкоріненість практик, що інституціоналізувалися 
ще в часи СРСР 

Об’єктивно більша значимість російських студій 
відносно інших східноєвропейських та славістич-

них студій
Домінування проросійських наративів в медіа

Великі фінансові вливання зі сторони російських 
державних та недержавних структур, приватних 

осіб
Прихильне ставлення представників фахового 

середовища до російської культури
Важко відповісти

Інше (геополітичний статус Росії)

ЛНУ ім. І. Франка
КНУ ім. Т. Шевченка
Києво-Могилянська академія
Український католицький університет
Львівська національна академія мистецтв
Прикарпатський національний університет ім. В. 
Стефаника
Волинський національний університет ім. Лесі 
Українки
Ужгородський національний університет 
Криворізький державний педагогічний універси-
тет
Національна академія наук України
 Одеський національний університет ім. І. Мечни-
кова
Чернівецький національний університет ім. Ю. 
Федьковича
Тернопільський національний педагогічний 
університет

13

9

7

6

5

1

1

18

10

10

8

4

4

4

3

3

3

3

3

3

Total 42 respondents

The entrenchment of practices that were institutionalised 
during the Soviet era

Objectively, Russian studies are more important than other 
Eastern European and Slavic studies

The dominance of pro-Russian narratives in the media

Large financial infusions from Russian state and non-state 
structures, and private individuals

Favourable attitude of representatives in the professional 
environment to Russian culture

Difficult to answer

Other (geopolitical status of Russia)

NB Only respondents who answered “I agree” to the previous question had the opportunity 
to choose an answer here

 Number of respondents
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In this chapter, we have attempted to highlight 
the peculiarities of the development and func-
tioning of Ukrainian studies in various coun-
tries and regions of the world. And although 
each country is unique, and the division into 
regions is necessarily imperfect and subject to 
some degree of subjectivity, we consider this 
approach to be more useful and appropri-
ate than a country-by-country description. It 
provides a more comprehensive picture of the 
major trends and tendencies, thereby allowing 
us to draw general conclusions and make rec-
ommendations. It is worth noting that we have 
not found Ukrainian studies in Africa, India, 
and South Asia, as well as in the countries of 
the Middle East and Latin America (with two 
exceptions in Brazil). Therefore, we do not re-
view these regions separately. 

CHAPTER

2 REGIONAL 
PECULIARITIES  
OF UKRAINIAN STUDIES
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США Канада Австралія та Нова Зеландія Велика Британія

Австрія Німеччина Швейцарія Франція Італія  Іспанія

Швеція Норвегія  Фінляндія Нідерланди

Польща Чехія Словаччина

Румунія Угорщина Молдова

Китай Японія Південна Корея

Болгарія Хорватія Сербія Литва

Росія Білорусь Азербайджан Грузія Туреччина

United States of America 

NORTH AMERICA

STUDIES

1 2 6

Ukrainian studies within regional 

Ukrainian studies

Number

TYPES OF STUDIES

Stanford

Tempe, Arizona

Kansas

Bloomington

Ann Arbor

Pittsburgh

Pennsylvania

New York

Massachusetts

New Haven

Ukrainian studies in the United States of 
America comprise nearly 20 centres of 
Ukrainian studies. These are either the 
centres created by the Ukrainian dias-
pora after the Second World War, or the 
centres of regional studies (Russian, Eur-
asian, and East European Studies), which 
emerged from former centres for the study 
of the USSR, departments of Slavic Stud-
ies, or individual Ukrainianists who work 
at departments of general history or other 
disciplines. The development of Ukrainian 

USA
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studies in the USA began after World 
War II and is associated with the names 
of Clarence Manning, Iuriy Shevelov, Om-
eljan Pritsak, George Luckyj, and Ivan Ly-
siak Rudnytsky. Through their research, 
they established Ukrainian studies as 
a distinct academic field and laid the 
foundations for its institutionalisation in 
North America. The Ukrainian diaspora 
with its past and ongoing financial assis-
tance has also played a significant role.

In the first post-war decade, New York 
was probably the most important cen-
tre of Ukrainian studies, given the activ-
ities of Clarence Manning, who was ap-
pointed chairman of the Department of 
Slavic Languages at Columbia Universi-
ty back in 1940, and the establishment 
of the Ukrainian Academy of Arts and 
Sciences (an association of Ukrainian 
scholars aiming to promote and develop 
Ukrainian studies and culture) in 1950. 
Furthermore, in 1947, the diaspora-found-
ed Shevchenko Scientific Society start-
ed organising conferences and providing 
grants and scholarships for researchers. 
With the support of donors, UAAS was 
able to purchase the premises of the for-
mer Public Library in Manhattan in 1961, 
allowing it to house one of the largest 
archives of Ukrainian studies outside of 
Ukraine, along with a specialised library. 
These institutions were instrumental for 
the scientists to collaborate and launch 
research projects.

Ukrainian students began working on the 
idea of   opening a Ukrainian department 
in one of the most prestigious American 
universities at the end of the 1950s. A 
fundraising campaign to open such a de-
partment began in 1957. Stefan Khemych, 
the initiator of the campaign, a native of 
Drohobych and a graduate of Columbia 
University, served as the chairman of the 
charity fund and for a decade engaged in 
fundraising as a volunteer. The result was 
the opening of the first chair of Ukrainian 
history in the USA in 1968, the Mykhai-
lo Hrushevsky Professorship of Ukrainian 
History at Harvard University, and later 
in 1973, the Harvard Ukrainian Research 
Institute. The historian Omeljan Pritsak 
chaired both the department and the 
Institute. Besides, 1973 saw the opening 
of the departments of literature and lin-
guistics. Thus, the Harvard Ukrainian Re-
search Institute became the first and, for 
a long time, the only centre at an Amer-
ican university that focused entirely on 
Ukrainian studies. Every year, the institute 
conducts a summer school on Ukrainian 
history, literature, and language. Although 
the institute’s funding has declined signifi-
cantly in recent decades, the presence of 
endowment funds (which finance the in-
stitution with interest income from the do-
nated principal amount — the so-called 
“iron fund”) has ensured its survival. The 
isolation and significant autonomy of in-
stitutes and centres in their academic 
and educational activities is a distinguish-

1947 1950 1973 1989

Shevchenko 
Scientific Society

Ukrainian Academy 
of Arts and Sciences

Harvard 
Ukrainian 
Research 
Institute

American 
Association 

for Ukrainian 
Studies
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ing characteristic of Harvard University, 
whereas their financial administration is 
centralised. Today, the Harvard Ukrainian 
Research Institute remains the leading ac-
ademic institution for Ukrainian studies in 
the United States.

An important event for the development 
of the discipline was the founding of the 
American Association for Ukrainian 
Studies in 1989. It was founded through 
George G. Grabowicz initiative. The asso-
ciation unites Ukrainian researchers and 
provides a platform for them to commu-
nicate and network. The association also 
promotes research by rewarding the best 
monographs and articles on Ukrainian 
topics.

With the collapse of the USSR, the aca-
demic world also experienced changes. 
Departments and centres for the study of 
the USSR, which were created at almost 
every prestigious university, were trans-
formed into centres for the study of the 
post-Soviet region (Russian and East Eu-
ropean Studies). In the 2000s, when the 

12 For example: The Department of Slavic Languages and Literatures at the University of Chicago offers courses in 
Bosnian/Croatian/Serbian, Czech, Polish, and Russian languages and literatures, as well as other Slavic and Eastern 
European cultures. Upon completion of the courses, the student receives a bachelor’s degree in Russian and East 
European studies. As indicated in the description on the website, the programme is intended for students who are 
preparing for graduate school, those who plan a career in government or business, as well as those whose main goal 
is to master Russian and Eastern European cultures.
For more details, see “Russian and East European Studies.” 2022, The University of Chicago, http://collegecatalog.
uchicago.edu/thecollege/slaviclanguagesliteratures/#majorinrussianandeasteuropeanstudies.

countries of Central Europe joined the EU, 
the focus of research shifted eastward, 
and “Eurasian studies” were added to the 
regional description. In these departments, 
though, the students were offered Russian 
language and literature as the primary 
subjects for studying not only Russia but 
also the entire region. As a result, young 
researchers worked primarily with Russian 
archives. The Ukrainian themes occasion-
ally appeared in elective Ukrainian lan-
guage courses or in general courses on the 
history of the Russian Empire, the USSR, or 
Central and Eastern Europe.12 

The 1995 opening of the Ukrainian Stud-
ies Program at the Harriman Institute, Co-
lumbia University, was a rare case of sin-
gling out Ukrainian studies at the centre 
of Russian, East European, and Eurasian 
Studies. The program arose as a result of 
the efforts of Mark von Hagen, a histori-
an and former director of the Harriman 
Institute from 1995 to 2001, and one of 
the most prominent Ukraine researchers 
in the United States. The Harriman Insti-
tute itself, opened in 1946 as the Russian 

2006 20191995

Ukrainian Studies 
Program at the 

Harriman Institute, 
Columbia University.

Ukrainian Studies 
Program at the 

College of Liberal Arts, 
Pennsylvania State 

University

Temerty Contemporary 
Ukraine Program at the 

Harvard Ukrainian Research 
Institute
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Institute, became the first interdisciplin-
ary academic centre in the USA for the 
study of Russia and the USSR. Even to-
day, Ukrainian studies are quite visible in 
the Institute, although they are inferior to 
Russian studies in terms of the number of 
professors, funding, and research. In 2002, 
the Fund for Ukrainian Studies supported 
the development of the Ukrainian Studies 
Program at the Harriman Institute. The 
Ukrainian Studies Program is integrat-
ed into the department of Slavic Studies, 
allowing it to attract more students and 
develop exchanges and cooperation with 
other programmes in the department. Cur-
rently, the Ukrainian programme has six 
permanent professors and enrols about 
60 students every year. The programme 
offers effective courses for learning the 
Ukrainian language, thanks to linguist 
Yuri I. Shevchuk.

Another case of the institutionalisation 
of Ukrainian Studies at the university lev-
el was the opening of the Ukrainian pro-
gramme in 2006 at the College of Liber-
al Arts of Pennsylvania State University, 
thanks to a generous donation by Alex and 
Helen Woskob. Ukrainian studies acquired 
the opportunity to continuously offer 
three-semester courses in the Ukrainian 
language. Besides, the course on Ukrainian 
culture, Ukrainian Culture and Civilization, 
taught at the university since 1989 by Pro-
fessor Michael M. Naydan, was expanded.

Private donations play an important role 
in the institutionalisation of Ukrainian 
studies, in particular, the establishing of 
teaching positions, and funding for re-
search on Ukrainian topics. Thus, in 2019, 
thanks to the support of James Temerty 
and the Temerty Family Foundation, the 

13 “Orest Subtelny: Difficult to study Ukrainian history in the West.” YouTube, 26 July 2016, https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=T_hd7fXtQHg.

Temerty Contemporary Ukraine Pro-
gram of the Ukrainian Research Institute 
of Harvard University was created. At the 
same time, consideration must be given to 
the position of the university administra-
tion, its interest in shifting the focus of the 
university or its individual institutes in or-
der to strengthen the Ukrainian themes in 
research or educational projects.

An important reason for the limited devel-
opment of Ukrainian studies in the USA 
was that Russian studies specialists had 
significant employment advantages in the 
academic, public, and state sectors, where 
employers sought experts on both Russia 
and Central Eastern Europe in general. 
Back in 1990, the renowned historian Or-
est Subtelny recounted how his Western 
colleagues referred to Ukrainian studies as 
a “futile occupation”13 when he told them 
he would be pursuing them. Even though 
more than three decades have passed 
since the end of the Cold War, in 2022, 
Russian studies remain at the centre of re-
gional post-Soviet/Slavic Studies. The lack 
of employment opportunities in the indus-
try is directly related to the lack of atten-
tion from the target audience. American 
respondents to our online survey most 
often identified a lack of student inter-
est as the biggest problem with Ukrainian 
studies. This results in the low interest of 
universities in creating both separate po-
sitions for Ukrainian scholars and intro-
ducing courses. At the same time, for the 
studies to keep functioning and to devel-
op, it is crucial that universities open new 
departments and positions for professors.

Also, grant programmes that would sup-
port students interested in studying 
Ukraine are virtually absent. In the ab-
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sence of interest and under the conditions 
of America’s commercialised and employ-
ment-oriented education, universities are 
not interested in investing in those stud-
ies that will not succeed “in the market.” 
Ukrainian studies centres at small regional 
universities are in the most difficult posi-
tion, as they have not been able to attract 
enough students for years, despite the 
presence of qualified professors.

Given these conditions, when teaching, 
Ukrainian scholars are forced to combine 
Ukrainian topics with other ones to inte-
grate Ukrainian topics into courses on Eu-
ropean, Eastern European, or Russian his-
tory. To a significant extent, it is precisely 
the individual researchers who ensure the 
existence of Ukrainian studies in the USA. 
They do so by bringing their expertise to 
the universities where they teach and 
by managing individual dissertations in 
Ukrainian studies. Without the institution-
alisation of the discipline, Ukrainian sub-
jects often disappear from the university 
curriculum when the researcher leaves the 
university.

Among the 18 centres that in some way 
“work” with Ukrainian topics, 10 are main-
ly focused on studying the Ukrainian lan-
guage. Language courses frequently serve 
as a “bridge” to the culture and society of 
the country whose language is being stud-
ied. At the same time, the knowledge pro-
vided in the context of language learning 
rarely goes beyond area studies. Respon-
dents from the United States have often 
emphasised the need to enhance cooper-
ation with Ukrainian universities. In addi-
tion to the fact that American institutions 
are not highly interested, Ukrainian high-
er education has ingrained institutional 
practices that severely limit its ability to 
cooperate. Ukrainian higher education 
institutions preserve Soviet practices and 
focus on the learning process rather than 

research (while often imitating research 
activities). Besides, scholars and staff are 
usually unable to demonstrate a level of 
English sufficient for cooperation. In this 
context, such cooperation is limited to indi-
vidual instances of collaboration between 
researchers, so it is extremely important 
to account for the personal networks and 
initiatives of individual researchers, who 
also serve as administrators of coopera-
tive projects. 

The ongoing war has revealed how prob-
lematic the representation of Ukraine is in 
American universities, where Ukraine-re-
lated themes are presented as peripheral, 
and reduced to issues of language and cul-
ture, often within a narrow ethnograph-
ic framework. The full-scale invasion by 

Mark von Hagen (1954 -2019), an American 
historian, Ukrainian studies scholar, and 
head of the International Association of 
Ukrainian Studies from 2002 to 2005.
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Russia and the steadfast resistance of the 
Ukrainian state and society provoked an 
incredible increase in interest in Ukraine at 
the state, public, and media levels. Inter-
viewees testify to an increase in the num-
ber of public events devoted to Ukrainian 
topics and requests for expert comments 
from the media, state institutions, and 
think tanks.

It is critical that the research communi-
ty advocates for the Ukrainian agenda 
to bridge the gap between academic and 
political discourses on Ukraine. Due to the 
lack of specialists in Ukrainian studies, it 
was Russian studies specialists who com-
mented on events in Ukraine, so the con-
versation often focused on the question 
of explaining the behaviour of Russia or 
Putin. Instead, the Ukrainian perspective 
was not present. On the one hand, there 
is indeed a lack of specialists in Ukrainian 
studies, and on the other, there is a belief 
that specialists in Russian or Eastern Euro-
pean studies are quite capable of expertly 
commenting on events in Ukraine.

Another needed change that was empha-
sised by all interviewees is the need to re-
think how post-Soviet/Slavic studies are 
taught. According to the newly appointed 
director of the Harriman Institute, Valenti-
na Izmirlieva, the war “called for a serious 
conceptual and moral reckoning whose ef-
fects we are yet to see.”14 Systemic changes 
should be made, such that Ukraine should 
occupy a more prominent place as a sub-
ject of study and Russian culture should 
be taught in a more comparative context, 

14 Glasberg, Eve. “Meet Valentina Izmirlieva, the New Director of the Harriman Institute.” Columbia News, 12 May 2022, 
https://news.columbia.edu/news/meet-valentina-izmirlieva-new-director-harriman-institute.

15 Vsetecka, John. “Let Ukraine Speak: Integrating Scholarship on Ukraine into Classroom Syllabi.” Clio and the 
Contemporary, 3 July 2022, https://clioandthecontemporary.com/2022/07/03/let-ukraine-speak-integrating-
ukraine-into-syllabi/.

16 Snyder, Timothy. “The Making of Modern Ukraine. Class 5: Vikings, Slavers, Lawgivers: The Kyiv State.” Yale Courses on 
Youtube, 22 Sep. 2022, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=36XiKhamtQo.

with a balanced integration of Russian 
studies into broader Eastern European 
and Eurasian courses.

After the beginning of the full-scale in-
vasion in February 2022, universities and 
research centres were more likely to of-
fer Ukrainian researchers short-term in-
ternships that resembled humanitarian 
aid. Only later, in the second half of 2022, 
more well-thought-out programmes that 
sought to go beyond assisting Ukrainian 
researchers emerged. Now, as a result of 
the growing interest in Ukraine among stu-
dents, they also aim to expand the focus 
on Ukraine in university activities. Ukraini-
anists have published articles and papers 
aiming to draw attention to the problem 
of integrating Ukrainian subjects into ed-
ucational programmes and have com-
piled lists of resources that can be used 
in teaching Ukrainian studies.15 Also in 
2022, the Harvard Ukrainian Research In-
stitute, with the support of the Ukrainian 
Institute, launched a unique database of 
translations of Ukrainian primary sourc-
es Ukraïnica. It provides an opportunity 
to develop and improve educational pro-
grammes on Ukrainian topics.

In the autumn of 2022, two of the most 
prestigious universities in the United 
States offered introductory general cours-
es on the history of Ukraine. Yale launched 
The Making of Modern Ukraine by Timo-
thy Snyder16, whereas Harvard released 
Frontiers of Europe: Ukraine Since 1500  
by Serhii Plokhy. These courses have be-
come iconic, because they are intended 
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for a broad range of students, not just fu-
ture Ukrainianists. However, the ability of 
the universities to introduce such courses 
is contingent on the availability of both 
funding and specialists. Changing major 
programmes or courses and initiating re-
search projects is a lengthy process that 
requires financial, administrative, and 
personnel resources.

Think tanks in Washington devote con-
siderable attention to Ukraine. The Atlan-
tic Council organises events dedicated to 
Ukraine and runs UkraineAlert, an online 
publication that regularly publishes news 
and analysis about events in Ukrainian 
politics, economy, civil society, and cul-
ture. Another important centre with a sig-
nificant number of Ukrainian experts is 
the Program on New Approaches to Re-
search and Security in Eurasia (PONARS 
Eurasia). The programme brings togeth-
er approximately 140 researchers, and is 
an important platform for networking, 
holding events, and publishing analytical 
articles pertaining to Ukraine. PONARS 
Eurasia is based at the Institute of Euro-
pean, Russian and Eurasian Studies at 
George Washington University. Since the 
beginning of the full-scale war with Rus-
sia, Ukraine has become one of the most 
prominent topics at the Institute for the 
Study of War, an American think tank 
founded in 2007. Currently, the institute is 
one of the most authoritative sources for 
understanding the situation in Ukraine. 
It is worth noting that the war in Ukraine 
prompted a rethinking of approaches to 
the study of military affairs and actualisa-
tion of the need to study military history 
in the United States, a field that has seen 
a significant decline since the end of the 
Cold War. The study of Ukraine is part of 
regional studies within the general frame-
work of Russian and Eurasian Studies of 
the Kennan Institute at the Wilson Center 
and at the Center on the United States 

and Europe, part of the Brookings Insti-
tution, which brings together many well-
known experts dealing with the region.
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Ukrainian studies within regional 

Ukrainian studies

Number

TYPES OF STUDIES

США Канада Австралія та Нова Зеландія Велика Британія

Австрія Німеччина Швейцарія Франція Італія  Іспанія

Швеція Норвегія  Фінляндія Нідерланди

Польща Чехія Словаччина

Румунія Угорщина Молдова

Китай Японія Південна Корея

Болгарія Хорватія Сербія Литва

Росія Білорусь Азербайджан Грузія Туреччина

The Ukrainian studies in Canada are 
among the most advanced in the world 
as a result of their sustained and effective 
development and favourable academ-
ic and political environment. Ukrainian 
studies are represented in eight Canadi-
an universities in six southern provinces; 
they cover a wide range of research topics; 
and they are noted for their extraordinary 

Canada
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stability (some have been operating for 
over 70 years). The Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies has the largest staff of 
any Ukrainian studies centre abroad, with 
40 employees.

In the late 1940s, the first Canadian 
Ukrainian studies centres were established 
at a university in the province of Saskatch-
ewan, where Ukrainians first immigrated 
at the turn of the 20th century, and where 
the oldest Ukrainian community resides. 
Today, Ukrainian studies at the University 
of Saskatchewan are handled by the Prai-
rie Centre for the Study of Ukrainian Her-
itage (PCUH). In 1949, a group of emigrant 
researchers founded the Shevchenko Sci-
entific Society. The majority of the cen-
tres though were founded after Canada 
adopted an official multiculturalism poli-
cy in 1971, which called for the recognition 
and respect of the diversity of languages, 
customs, ethnic groups, etc.17 During this 
time period, the Ukrainian community in 
Canada actively developed. Thus, in 1976, 
historians and professors at the University 
of Alberta, Ivan Lysiak Rudnytsky and Ma-
noly Lupul, founded the Canadian Insti-
tute of Ukrainian Studies. 

The existence of Ukrainian studies cen-
tres in Canada is inextricably linked to 
the Ukrainian diaspora. The most pow-
erful centres and the largest number of 
Ukrainian studies programmes are lo-
cated in the provinces with the largest 
Ukrainian diaspora. These are, first of all, 
Ontario, where more than 370,000 (about 
3% of the province’s total population) 
Ukrainians live, and Alberta with another 

17 “Statement by Minister Chagger on Canadian Multiculturalism Day.” Government of Canada, 27 June 2021, https://
www.canada.ca/en/canadian-heritage/news/2021/06/statement-by-minister-chagger-on-canadian-
multiculturalism-day.html.

18 “Census Profile, 2016 Census.” Statistics Canada, 8 Feb. 2017, https://www12.statcan.gc.ca/census-recensement/2016/
dp-pd/prof/index.cfm?Lang=E.

370,000 Ukrainian Canadians (about 10% 
of the province’s total population18). On-
tario has the largest number of Ukrainian 
studies centres in Canada. These are the 
Shevchenko Scientific Society of Cana-
da, the Ukrainian Studies Program at the 
Department of Slavic Studies and a sep-
arate Petro Jacyk Program for the Study 
of Ukraine (as part of the Centre for Euro-
pean, Russian and Eurasian Studies), the 
Chair of Ukrainian Studies at the Univer-
sity of Ottawa, as well as the office of the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies at 
the University of Toronto.

The Canadian Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies (CIUS) at the University of Alber-
ta is a leading centre for Ukrainian stud-
ies of international standing. Its activities 
include six research programmes, and 
four centres that explore Ukrainian histo-
ry, culture, and literature as extensively as 
possible, as well as organise the study of 
the Ukrainian language. The most prom-
inent programmes and projects of CIUS 
include Contemporary Ukraine Studies 
Programme with its analytical platform 
Forum for Ukrainian Studies, Internet 
Encyclopedia of Ukraine, a continuous-
ly updated website containing articles on 
Ukrainian historical and cultural events. 
CIUS Digital Archives is a programme for 
archiving publications, books, and au-
diovisual materials of the Institute; it has 
published the multi-volume History of 
Ukraine-Rus in English.

Importantly, Ukrainian studies function 
and have developed thanks to patronage 
from the Ukrainian community. Most Ca-
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nadian Ukrainian studies centres operate 
as separate programmes, departments or 
institutes within universities. Therefore, 
they can benefit from state or region-
al funding. However, the most common 
source of funding is charitable contribu-
tions, a distinct feature of Canadian stud-
ies that has emerged due to the developed 
culture of philanthropy of the Ukrainian 
communities in Canada.

In addition, Canada has an efficient sys-
tem for funding academic programmes 
through endowments. For instance, the 
Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies is 
supported by more than 80 endowments, 
founded mainly by representatives of the 
diaspora and totalling more than $40 
million.19 Most endowments are aimed 
at supporting specific research fields or 
programmes, limiting the Institute’s abili-
ty to freely redistribute funds in response 
to shifting challenges. However, with the 
full-scale invasion by the Russian Feder-
ation, CIUS mobilised all its centres and 
programmes to change the focus of their 
activities. Thus, as part of the Contempo-
rary Ukraine Studies Program, the team 
launched media monitoring of key Ca-
nadian and American media to identify 
dominant narratives and misinformation; 

19 2021/22 Annual Report of the Canadian Institute of Ukrainian Studies. University of Alberta, 19 May 2022, https://
www.ualberta.ca/canadian-institute-of-ukrainian-studies/about/cius-ar22-draft-10-may19.final.pdf.

the Internet Encyclopedia of Ukraine up-
dated articles on Donbas; the Holodomor 
Research and Education Consortium 
facilitated a discussion on the war in the 
context of genocide, etc.

The founding of the programmes that 
specialise in the study of contemporary 
Ukraine, as opposed to the traditional fo-
cus on history, culture, and heritage, be-
came an important turning point for Ca-
nadian Ukrainian Studies in the 2000s. 
In 2001, with the support of Petro Jacyk 
and the Petro Jacyk Education Founda-
tion, the Centre for European, Russian 
and Eurasian Studies at the Munk School 
of Global Affairs and Public Policy at the 
University of Toronto was supplemented 
by the programme, which addresses is-
sues such as the economy and society of 
modern Ukraine. In 2012, Prof. Volodymyr 
Kravchenko chaired the Contemporary 
Ukrainian Studies Program at the Cana-
dian Institute of Ukrainian Studies, and 
in 2014 the first Danyliw Research Sem-
inar on Contemporary Ukraine. The lat-
ter is the largest project of the Chair of 
Ukrainian Studies at the University of Ot-
tawa. Every year, researchers from Cana-
da, Ukraine and other countries are invit-
ed to the seminar to discuss current issues 
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in the social sciences and humanities con-
cerning Ukraine. 

Despite its seemingly ideal ecosystem for 
Ukrainian studies, Canada, as well as the 
USA and Europe, focuses more on the 
study of Russia and the Russian language. 
As survey respondents noted, this does not 
apply to “Ukrainian” centres of Ukrainian 
studies in Canada, which do not deal with 
Russian studies, but is typical of Eastern 
European and Slavic research organisa-
tions. The examples include the Depart-
ment of Germanic and Slavic Studies at 
the University of Victoria, the Department 
of Slavic Languages and Literatures at 
the University of Toronto, and the Depart-
ment of Modern Languages and Cultural 
Studies at the University of Alberta. Ac-
cording to the respondents, such a situa-
tion could be explained by the geopoliti-
cal status of Russia, and the entrenched 
practices that were institutionalised back 
in the days of the USSR.

Respondents to the survey, who represent 
Ukrainian studies within the framework of 
Slavic studies, claim that research on Rus-
sian topics at such centres is significantly 
broader in scope than on Ukrainian ones. 
Marko Robert Stech, director of the Pub-
lishing House of the Canadian Institute of 
Ukrainian Studies, speaks publicly about 

this: “…at the University of Toronto, as in 
other Western universities, I would say: 
more than seventy percent of all Slavic 
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Ivan Lysiak Rudnytsky, an American and 
Canadian historian of Ukrainian origin. A 
public intellectual Lysiak Rudnytsky made a 
significant contribution to the development 
of Ukrainian studies abroad. 
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studies focus on Russian studies.”20 Ac-
cording to him, the University of Toron-
to even raised the issue of the presence 
of the word “Russian” in the name of the 
Centre for European, Russian and Eur-
asian Studies. In his opinion, the removal 
of this word would be a powerful symbol 
of the decolonisation of academic re-
search at the centre.21

Finally, in Canada, as in many other coun-
tries, the problem of inadequate funding 
for Ukrainian studies is acute. It manifests 
itself primarily through the inability to hire 
new personnel. The staff numbers of the 
Ukrainian studies centres in Canada al-
most do not differ from the median values   
for Ukrainian studies centres in the world: 
according to the results of the survey, they 
have on average 2-3 representatives of 
administrative staff and 4-5 researchers/
professors. This is mostly a problem for 
institutional development, because the 
most common sources of funding, chari-
table contributions and endowments, are 
primarily intended to support projects and 
programmes, not operational activities. 
The Ukrainian community’s support for 
Canadian Ukrainian studies is phenome-
nal compared to that of other countries, 
but it is insufficient and demands assis-
tance from the Ukrainian government, 
universities, and academic community in 
the host country. And, given that higher 
educational institutions around the world 
tend to commercialise and offer educa-
tional programmes based on demand, 
Ukrainian studies also require proper pro-
motion.

20 Stekh, Marko Robert. “Hriadushcha «bytva» za novu kontseptsiiu Ukraïny (Upcoming “battle” for the new conception 
of Ukraine).” Zbruch, 5 May 2022, https://zbruc.eu/node/111762.

21 Chadiuk, Mariia, “Chy zminyt viina ukraïnski studiï? – 3 (Will the war change Ukrainian studies? – 3).” Den’, 30 Apr. 2022, 
https://day.kyiv.ua/uk/article/ukrayinci-chytayte/chy-zminyt-viyna-ukrayinski-studiyi-3.
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WESTERN EUROPE

The history and typology of Ukrainian studies in Western Europe are 
quite diverse. This is partly contingent upon the geography of settle-
ment of the interwar and especially post-war Ukrainian migrants and 
their intellectual and educational activities, partly on the peculiarities 
of creating knowledge about Eastern Europe in (post)colonial and Cold 
War contexts, and partly on a surge of interest in Ukraine following 
the collapse of the USSR. We tentatively divided the region into a few 
subregions, based mostly on common trends in the establishment and 
functioning of Ukrainian studies centres: Great Britain, South-Western 
Europe (France, Italy, Spain), Northern Europe (the Scandinavian coun-
tries and the Netherlands), and the countries of the German-speaking 
intellectual space (Germany, Austria, and partly Switzerland).

United Kingdom

Austria
Switzerland

France

Germany

Italy

Norway

Finland

Sweden

the Netherlands

Spain 
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Ukrainian studies centres in the United 
Kingdom are few in terms of their quanti-
ty but powerful and concentrated in the 
old university centres of Britain. These 
include Cambridge Ukrainian Studies, 
which operates as a separate academic 
centre, the School of Slavonic and East 
European Studies at University College 
London (SSEES UCL), which offers an un-
dergraduate programme in Ukrainian 
Studies, and (to a much lesser extent) 
Russian and East European Studies at 
the University of Manchester. In addi-
tion to its focus on Ukraine per se, the 
Ukrainian studies centre in Cambridge 
also partially covers questions related to 
the Crimean Tatars. For example, head 
of studies Rory Finnin lectures on Crime-
an Tatar literature in the context of Tur-
kic literature and the Soviet experience of 
deportations of Crimean Tatars from the 
Soviet Union.22

The history of Ukrainian studies in Great 
Britain began with the University College 
London establishing the Ukrainian track 
within the School of Slavonic and East Eu-
ropean Studies in 1955. In 1979, the bishop 
of the Ukrainian Greek Catholic Church, 
Yosyf Slipyj, while in exile after his release 
from the Soviet Gulag, initiated the found-
ing of the Ukrainian Institute in London, 
a charitable organisation that still offers 

22 “Dr. Rory Finnin.” Faculty of Modern and Medieval 
Languages and Linguistics, University of Cambridge, 
https://www.mmll.cam.ac.uk/ref35.
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Швеція Норвегія  Фінляндія Нідерланди

Польща Чехія Словаччина

Румунія Угорщина Молдова

Китай Японія Південна Корея

Болгарія Хорватія Сербія Литва

Росія Білорусь Азербайджан Грузія Туреччина
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courses in the Ukrainian language and en-
gages in the representation of Ukrainian 
culture in the United Kingdom.23 The next 
wave of institutionalisation of academ-
ic attention to Ukraine, Ukrainian histo-
ry, and culture had begun after Ukraine 
gained independence, with Ukrainian 
oligarch Dmytro Firtash supporting the 
founding of the Ukrainian studies centre in 
Cambridge in 2008. This Ukrainian studies 
centre is the only one in Great Britain that 
functions as a separate academic entity 
aiming to support and engage in the study 
of Ukraine, Ukrainian history, language, 
literature, and culture.

Other centres specialising in the region of 
Eastern Europe also work on the topics of 
Ukrainian history, culture, and politics, but 
Russian studies often prevail in the frame-
work of Eastern Europe studies. Thus, for 
example, the aforementioned studies in 
Manchester and the Master’s programme 
in Central and East European Studies at 
the University of Glasgow offer studies in 
all Eastern European languages, including 
Russian. Somewhat similarly, the British 
Association for Slavic and Eastern Eu-
ropean Studies (BASEES) concentrates 
more on the region in general, although 
since the beginning of the full-scale Rus-
sian invasion in February 2022, it has been 
offering financial support to Ukrainian re-
searchers.24 This focus is most likely a lega-
cy of the Cold War period, when the study 
of Russia (or, in reality, the whole Soviet 
Union, which included fourteen other “na-
tional” republics) served the practical pur-
pose of understanding the political sys-
tem, society, economy, and history of the 
geopolitical rival of NATO, of which the UK 
is a member.

23 “About Us.” Ukrainian Institute in London, https://ukrainianinstitute.org.uk/about-us/.
24 “Support for Ukrainian Scholars.” Basees, http://basees.org/ukraine. 

From an organisational point of view, 
Ukrainian studies centres in Great Britain 
have various formats. While the Ukrainian 
Institute in London is a charitable organ-
isation, the studies in Cambridge consti-
tute a separate research centre at the uni-
versity, the studies at UCL offer a separate 
educational programme, and the studies 
in Manchester are Ukrainian studies with-
in the framework of regional, namely Rus-
sian and Eastern European studies. The-
matically, Britain comprises a variety of 
academic activities, including language, 
literature, culture, history, and so on. Of 
course, the central topics include Crimea 
and Donbas, their history and culture, but 
researchers also focus on memory cul-
ture, multilingualism in Ukraine, Ukrainian 
modernist art, and ethnic and religious 
minorities in Ukraine. UCL’s SSEES pro-
gram, Cambridge Ukrainian Studies and 
the Ukrainian Institute in London also of-
fer Ukrainian language courses at various 
levels.
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In South-Western Europe (France, Italy, 
Spain, Portugal), Ukrainian studies are un-
derrepresented, even in countries with a 
significant Ukrainian diaspora. In Portu-
gal, for example, they are entirely absent.25 
Consistent with this trend, Russian studies 
dominate in university departments and 
analytical centres devoted to regional or 
Slavic studies. The first attempts to estab-

25 “Informatsiia pro ukraïnsku hromadu v Portuhaliï 
(Information about the Ukrainian Community in 
Porugal).” Embassy of Ukraine in the Portuguese 
Republic, 5 Aug. 2021, https://portugal.mfa.gov.
ua/spivrobitnictvo/240-ukrajinci-u-portugaliji/
i n f o r m a c i y a - p r o - u k r a y i n s k u - g r o m a d u - v -
portugaliyi.
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lish Ukrainian studies in these countries 
were associated with several waves of 
interwar and post-war migration, which, 
however, has not been as numerous and 
influential as the Ukrainian diaspora in 
the United States or the United Kingdom. 
Historically, important diaspora centres of 
Ukrainian studies in France are the Petlu-
ra Ukrainian Library in Paris (founded in 
1926), which houses the centre for docu-
mentary materials on Ukrainian studies, 
and the Shevchenko Scientific Society 
in Europe (based in Sarcelles since 1951), 
which maintains a library, an archive, and 
publishes periodicals. Ukrainian studies 
were established at the Paris National In-
stitute of Oriental Languages   and Civilisa-
tions in 1938, thanks to the efforts of the 
historian and literary critic Élie Borschak, 
the first head of the Department of Eu-
rope. The first attempts to organise stud-
ies in Italy also date back to the interwar 
period, but the history of the oldest active 
centre of Ukrainian studies at the La Sapi-
enza University of Rome, formed in 2000, 
began much later, in 1977, with lectures on 
Ukrainian language at the Department of 
Slavic Philology.

Nevertheless, active studies of Ukraine in 
France and Italy had begun in the period of 
independence, which was marked by a sig-
nificant increase in interest in Slavic stud-
ies. At that time, the Ukrainian language 
was taught at seven French universities: 
Paris-1, Paris-2, Paris-4 (Sorbonne), Par-

26 Hinda, Olena. “Ukraïnoznavchyi prostir v Italiï: sproba ohliadovoho dyskursu (Ukrainian Studies spaces in Italy, An 
attempt at an overview).” Mandrivets, № 2, 2012, pp. 46-50.

27 Ibid.
28 Shevchenko, Natalia. “Vykladannia ukraïnskoï movy u frantsuzkykh vyshchykh navchalnykh zakladakh. Metodychni 

posibnyky z ukraïnskoï movy (Teaching Ukrainian language in French higher educational institutions. Methodical 
guide on Ukrainain language).” Teoriia i praktyka vykladannia ukraïnskoï movy iak inozemnoï (Theory and practice of 
teaching Ukrainian language as a foreign language), Vol 6, pp. 33–39.

29 In 2014, despite it causing a scandal, the Minister of Culture of the Russian Federation Volodymyr Medinsky became 
an honorary doctor of the university (the decision was canceled as late as October 2022), the CSAR Center for the 
Study of Russian Art (Centro Studi sulle Arti della Russia), opened by the wife of the former president of the Russian 
Federation S. Medvedeva, operates at the university and is financed with Russian money.

is-8, Bordeaux-3, the University of Poitiers, 
and the National Institute of Oriental 
Languages and Civilizations.26 In Italy, in 
the 1990s and 2010s, Ukrainian studies ex-
isted at the universities of Milan and Ven-
ice, and universities in Naples, Florence, 
Turin, and Trento offered relevant cours-
es27. It was in Italy in 1989 that the Inter-
national Association of Ukrainian Studies 
was founded. As of 2011, though, only four 
French institutions still offered at least the 
Ukrainian language courses: the Nation-
al Institute of Oriental Languages and Ci-
vilisations   (INALCO), Sorbonne (Paris 4), 
Paris-8 and the University Lumière Lyon-
2 (Université Lumière, Lyon 2)28. Italy has 
also closed a number of Ukrainian studies 
centres. For example, from 1993, Ukrainian 
language and culture were taught as part 
of a 2–3-month elective course for Slavists, 
and from the year 2000 as a one-year 
course at the University of Venice Ca’Fos-
cari. In 2010, this course was removed from 
the programme due to lack of interest and 
support from both Ukraine and Italy and 
the presence of a powerful pro-Russian 
lobby at the university.29

Therefore, today, in France, Ukrainian 
studies disciplines are systematically 
taught only at the Paris National Insti-
tute of Oriental Languages and Civilisa-
tions, INALCO, where six professors repre-
sent the Department of Ukrainian Studies. 
This is a specialised institute where you 
can study more than one hundred Eastern 

47 Western Europe

http://bibliotheque-petlura.com/ua/
http://bibliotheque-petlura.com/ua/
http://ntshevchenko.eu/en/home
http://ntshevchenko.eu/en/home
http://bibliotheque-petlura.com/ua/


Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar Studies in the World: Problems, Needs, Perspectives

languages   in the broadest sense, includ-
ing rare ones, so the presence of Ukrainian 
is more of a rule than an exception. The 
university offers bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees in the Ukrainian language and 

30 The study of the Ukrainian language is integrated into two types of courses: some lead to obtaining national diplomas 
(diplômes nationaux) of bachelor and master with thorough study of Ukrainian studies disciplines (within the 
framework of the three-year bachelor’s course “Foreign and regional languages, literatures and civilizations” and the 
two-year master’s course), others  to the diplomas of the educational institution (diplômes d’établissement) within the 
framework of the course “Ukrainian language and civilization”. The Ukrainian language course is also available for 
students at other universities, as well as in other formats (in particular, as part of Passeport Languages O’).

31 In Italy: Iaryna Grusha, Maria Grazia Bartolini, Giulia Maria Isabella Lami, Marco Puleri, in France: Alexandra Goujon, 
Natalya Shevchenko.

translation, literature, history, culture, and 
art, and provides the opportunity to study 
the Ukrainian language to students from 
other universities30, although it tradition-
ally suffers from a lack of interest as stu-
dents do not see serious employment op-
portunities. In addition, since 2009, the 
Ukrainian language has been studied at 
the language centre of the Lumiere Lyon 
2 University as an optional course with a 
maximum proficiency level of A2.

Today, in Italy only the La Sapienza Uni-
versity of Rome comprehensively teach-
es the Ukrainian language (along with 
Ukrainian literature, culture, and histo-
ry). In this course, students can choose to 
study Ukrainian as their main language 
thoroughly up to the C1 level. It is notewor-
thy that currently only one professor, Ok-
sana Pakhlyovska teaches all Ukrainian 
studies courses. This once again raises the 
question of the institutional sustainability 
of the Ukrainian studies centres organised 
this way. Moreover, this picture is charac-
teristic of all Italian and most French uni-
versities, where only one or two professors 
specialise in Ukrainian subjects.31 Anoth-
er important centre of Ukrainian studies 
has traditionally been Milan, but its scope 
of activities is rather limited. Since 2005, 
Ukrainian language and literature have 
been taught at the Faculty of Humanities 
at the University of Milan. Thus, students 
can take Ukrainian language and litera-
ture as an elective course (with A2 as the 

The campus facade of Dijon branch of the 
Institute of Political Studies (SciencesPo), 
which specialises in Central and Eastern 
European topics (photo taken after 
24.02.2022).
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maximum proficiency level), to complete 
the requirements of a bachelor’s degree in 
Foreign Languages   and Literatures and a 
master’s degree in European and non-Eu-
ropean Languages   and Literatures. Be-
sides, they can study Slavic linguistics, the 
history of Eastern Europe, etc. as electives. 

Ukrainian studies have been virtually 
non-existent in Spain. Students at the Uni-
versity of Granada’s Faculty of Philosophy 
and Literature acquired the opportunity 
to study the Ukrainian language at the 
basic level in the Department of Greek and 
Slavic Philology as late as in 2022-2023. 
This is currently the only educational cen-
tre of Ukrainian studies in Spain, the res-
toration of which (previously, Ukrainian 
was taught in the cycle of Eastern Europe-
an languages, but this practice stopped) 
was a direct consequence of the full-scale 
war of Russia against Ukraine, in particu-
lar in view of the practical need to know 
Ukrainian to work with Ukrainian refugees 
and during the post-war reconstruction.

Possibilities and depth of Ukrainian lan-
guage study in the universities of the re-
gion are significantly inferior to those of 
other languages, in particular Russian and 
Polish. Practically all the humanities de-
partments at the abovementioned edu-
cational institutions, as a rule, offer “ma-
jor” languages   (English, French, German, 
Spanish, Russian, etc.) in conjunction with 
the literature, culture, and history of the 
corresponding region (according to the 
chosen language). Ukrainian language, 
literature, culture, and history are stud-
ied as a part of bachelor’s and/or master’s 
courses or for a limited number of hours 
(no more than 40-60) as additional or 
elective subjects (with a ceiling of no more 
than 15 students), or as a part of courses 
on Slavic Studies or the history of East-
ern Europe, where Ukraine might be men-

tioned in passing or not at all. At the same 
time, Russian and Polish languages   and 
related disciplines, or the Russian compo-
nent of regional studies are fully included 
in such programmes.

The social studies component of Ukrainian 
studies in this region is even weaker than 
the language study component. Thus, in 
the Institute of Political Studies (Scienc-
es Po), the premier French educational 
institution for social sciences, Ukrainian 
topics are only marginally present. For 
example, the Dijon branch teaches the 
24-hour course “Ukrainian conflict in 10 
questions” as part of regional studies. 
University-level Ukrainian studies with-
in the context of regional studies can be 
found in Italy in 2022 at the University of 
Bologna, where Marco Puleri has taught 
the elective course Redistribution of the 
Post-Soviet Space: Politics, Culture and 
National Identities in Eurasia since 2020. 
This course is a part of the East European 
and Eurasian Studies master’s programme 
at the Faculty of Political and Social Sci-
ences. In fact, this is the only university 
course that focuses on Ukraine (40 hours) 
and invites Ukrainian professors to give 
guest lectures. Therefore, Ukrainian stud-
ies have become the research interest of 
individual researchers with very different 
backgrounds. Research related to Ukraine 
can often be found in separate research 
and analytical centres, mainly within the 
context of Russian studies. Examples of 
such centres include the Centre for In-
ternational Studies of the Sciences-Po 
University (CERI, in particular the Dossier 
Ukraine research cycle), the Foundation 
for Strategic Research (Fondation pour 
la Recherche Stratégique, research direc-
tion Russia/Eurasia), the French Institute 
of International Relations (IFRI, within the 
research areas Russia/“Newly Indepen-
dent States,” and more recently “War in 
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Ukraine”), etc. This trend has become es-
pecially pronounced in the context of the 
Russian-Ukrainian war, highlighting the 
problematic nature of the lack of institu-
tionalised Ukrainian studies in the coun-
try, where experts with a broad profile 
began to rely on rather problematic inter-
pretations of the country’s history, culture 
and contemporary politics. A similar situa-
tion, and perhaps even more acute, could 
be observed in the Italian academic and 
analytical institutions.

When Ukrainian studies depend on the 
work of individual university researchers, 
research organisations, and think tanks, 
the associations for Ukrainian studies 
become vital. It is unfortunate that the 
French Association of Ukrainian Studies, 
which has been functioning since the early 
1990s, has been rather inactive for more 
than a decade. Things appear to be a little 
better in Italy. The Italian Association of 
Ukrainian Studies was established in 1993 
to promote the development of Ukrainian 
studies in Italian universities, encourage 
translations into Italian, and facilitate 
networking between Ukrainian research-
ers in Italy and abroad. The association 
currently has more than forty registered 
members, and its director is Giovanna Bro-
gi, the leading Italian Ukrainianist. More 
numerous (more than 200 members) and 
long-standing (founded in 1971) is the Ital-
ian Association of Slavists, which organ-
ises seminars and congresses on Slavic 
Studies, publishes academic journals and 
research, promotes the development of 
Slavic disciplines (primarily of a literary 
and philological scope) in Italian univer-
sities, and covers work on ancient and 
modern texts in Slavic languages   (espe-
cially Ukrainian). In Spain, the Centre for 
Academic Research of Central and East-
ern Europe (REIECO) was founded in 
May 2021 at the Complutense University 
of Madrid. It is a research network that 

brings together researchers from different 
educational institutions in Spain. Studies 
on Ukraine cover such topics as the Sovi-
et period of the history of Ukraine and the 
modern history of Ukraine, including Euro-
pean integration, the Orange Revolution, 
the Revolution of Dignity, and the bilat-
eral relations of Ukraine with other CEE 
countries.

Funding is one of the key problems 
Ukrainian studies centres in Italy and 
France face. The sources of their funding 
are state funds and grants from interna-
tional organisations, and less often – tu-
ition. At the same time, universities often 
lack specific funding to establish and sup-
port departments of Ukrainian studies, 
and to provide scholarships for Ukrainian 
researchers. In Italy, the Ukrainian lan-
guage (and other Ukrainian studies dis-
ciplines) often cannot compete with En-
glish, French or Russian in terms of spread 
and, accordingly, the interest of students, 
so it risks being excluded from education-
al courses due to the pragmatic policies of 
universities (a trend that is characteristic 
of Europe in general).

The factors that lead to the closure of 
Ukrainian studies centres and a noticeable 
imbalance in favour of Russian studies 
(one can observe a similar situation with 
other Slavic disciplines) include lack of at-
tention and support from both Ukraine 
and Italy (with its position that less wide-
spread languages   should be supported by 
external funding), as well as in some cases 
a strong pro-Russian lobby and support at 
the highest political level in Russia for the 
development of Russian studies in West-
ern universities through tools of cultural 
diplomacy. Unlike Ukraine, the Czech Re-
public, Croatia, and Hungary, whose lan-
guages   are also not widely spoken, finance 
the work of professors, provide grant op-
portunities for students, and support 
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translations of literary texts, textbooks, 
and dictionaries. Therefore, institution-
al financing and the diplomatic support 
of the Ukrainian state or funding by the 
Ukrainian diaspora institutions are neces-
sary.

According to the estimates of one of the 
respondents of the Ukrainian Institute’s 
online survey, a relatively small initial bud-
get of 6-7 thousand euros per year may 
be enough to introduce the teaching of 
Ukrainian studies disciplines in education-
al institutions in Italy. Ukrainianists from 
France interviewed for this survey addi-
tionally emphasise the impact of the lack 
of state programmes for the dissemination 
of Ukrainian language and culture, and of 
a general exam in the Ukrainian language 
for foreigners. Accordingly, Ukrainian 
studies specialists in Italy and France pri-
marily expect funding from the Ukrainian 
state (institutional financial support for 
the discipline, grant support for projects, 
providing scholarships to students), as 
well as strengthening communication and 
interaction between Ukrainianists abroad 
and in Ukraine (through exchanges, con-
ferences, roundtables, seminars, etc.)
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Among the European countries of Ger-
man academic tradition, Germany has 
the largest number of Ukrainian stud-
ies centres operating in various formats, 
around twenty in total. We know of two 
active Ukrainian studies organisations in 
Austria and two more in Switzerland. With 
the exception of the Ukrainian Free Uni-
versity (Munich), founded during the first 
wave of emigration of Ukrainian nation-
als after the defeat of the independent 
Ukrainian state project in the 1920s, the 
absolute majority of the Ukrainian stud-
ies centres in the region were established 

Austria, Germany, Switzerland 
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either in the 1990s, after the declaration 
of independence of Ukraine, or after the 
year 2014, when the events of Euromaidan 
and the Russian-Ukrainian war drew the 
attention of European societies and aca-
demic circles to issues concerning Ukraine. 
The most significant person in the creation 
and functioning of Ukrainian studies in a 
German-speaking academic environment 
is history professor Andreas Kappeler, au-
thor of numerous research and review pa-
pers on Ukrainian history of different pe-
riods.

The majority of the Ukrainian studies cen-
tres in these countries operate as sepa-
rate study programmes or as components 
of study programmes. Thus, for exam-
ple, institutes of Slavic Studies in six uni-
versities in Vienna, Heidelberg, Giessen, 
Greifswald, Dresden, and Leipzig offer 
the study of the Ukrainian language or, 
somewhat less often, Ukrainian studies as 
part of their broader programmes, which 
most often include the study of Russian, 
Czech, Polish, and one of the South Slav-
ic languages. In addition to the afore-
mentioned, the University of Greifswald 
also conducts the annual summer school 
“Greifswalder Ukrainicum” on Ukrainian 
topics, which lasts two weeks. Within the 
master’s programme in Eastern Europe-
an history, the University of Basel offers 
a course on Ukrainian topics and the op-
portunity to start learning the Ukrainian 
language. In addition, the department of-
fering this programme is involved in sever-
al projects pertaining to Ukrainian history 
(for instance, about policy towards na-
tional minorities in the interwar period or 
the development of the Odesa port).

32 “Entangled History of Ukraine.” Faculty of Social and Cultural Sciences. Europa-Universität Viadrina. https://www.
kuwi.europa-uni.de/en/lehrstuhl/kg/entangled-ukraine/index.html. 

33 Ibid.
34 “Istoriia UVU (UFU History).” Ukrainische Freie Universität, https://ufu-muenchen.de/universytet/istoriya-uvu/. 
35 Ibid.

In addition, the Department of Entangled 
History of Ukraine, founded in 2018 at the 
University of Viadrina (Frankfurt-on-Od-
er), represents an organisationally sep-
arate form of Ukrainian studies. It is the 
only centre in Germany whose name con-
tains the word “Ukraine” or “Ukrainian.”32 
The chair of the department is Professor 
Andriy Portnov, an advocate for the ad-
vancement of Ukrainian studies in Ger-
many. The programmatic emphasis of the 
department, alluded to in its name, is the 
thesis that Ukraine represents a “cross-
roads of languages, religions and political 
cultures,”33 which necessitates applying an 
intertwined history approach to the his-
tory of Ukraine, that is, as a history of the 
interaction of multiple communities on 
a certain territory outside an exclusively 
national narrative. Thus, the department 
proposes incorporating Ukrainian stud-
ies into a broader transnational historio-
graphical discussion.

However, the oldest centre for Ukrainian 
studies in the region is the Ukrainian Free 
University in Munich (German: Ukrain-
ische Freie Universität). The university was 
founded in 1921 in Vienna but was forced 
to relocate to Prague in the same year. 
Following the end of World War II and 
the establishment of communist power in 
the Czechoslovak Republic, the university 
moved to Munich34. Education at UFU is 
possible in Ukrainian, English and German, 
and the university offers master’s and doc-
toral programmes in Ukrainian studies.35 
However, throughout its existence before 
and during the Cold War, UFU was de-
signed more to offer emigrant students 
from Ukraine an opportunity to study in 
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Ukrainian, rather than to integrate the 
Ukrainian academic environment with the 
German-speaking one.36 After the collapse 
of the Soviet Union, the opening of borders 
in Eastern Europe, and the development of 
independent Ukrainian studies in gener-
al, the unique role of the University weak-
ened somewhat, and currently it tends to 
redirect its activities from Ukrainian stud-
ies per se to more commercially profitable 
areas, such as international relations, in-
ternational law, management, and polit-
ical science. The students are increasingly 
inclined to take advantage of the oppor-
tunity to obtain an accredited education-
al degree in Germany for a further career 
in Western Europe. This raises important 
questions regarding the priorities of the 
further development of UFU as a university 
and a leading centre of Ukrainian studies.37

36 Neborak, Bohdana. “Buty pochutymy – tse buty perekladenymy: chym zhyve ukraïnistyka SShA i Nimechchyny (To be 
heard is to be translated. What do Ukrainian Studies of the USA and Germany live by).” Chytomo, 27 May 2020, https://
chytomo.com/buty-pochutymy-tse-buty-perekladenymy-chym-zhyve-ukrainistyka-ssha-j-nimechchyny/.

37 Hundorova, Tamara. “Ukraïnskyi vilnyi universytet: misiia i vyklyky (Ukrainian Free University. Mission and challenges).” 
Dzerkalo tyzhnia, 26 June 2019. 

Another common format of Ukrainian 
studies is research centres or associations 
of researchers dealing with Ukrainian is-
sues, whether through history, culture, or 
art. Issues related to Ukraine can be stud-
ied separately, or they can be considered in 
the framework of wider, most often East-
ern European issues. In this case, Ukrainian 
studies are represented by one or more 
specialists at the centre. An example of 
“separate” Ukrainian studies are the re-
search programme “Ukraine in European 
Dialogue,” founded by the American pro-
fessor Timothy Snyder in 2015 in Vienna, 
at the Institute for Human Sciences (Ger-
man: Institut für die Wissenschaften vom 
Menschen), and which financially supports 
researchers through a system of scholar-
ships. Other examples include the initiative 
“Ukrainian Studies in Switzerland,” the re-
search platform “Ukrainian regionalism” 
at the University of St. Gallen (Switzer-
land), which is financially supported by the 
Swiss government, and the interdisciplin-
ary research group Ukraine at the Leibniz 
Institute for East and Southeast European 
Studies. The Bukovina Institute at the Uni-
versity of Augsburg in Bavaria has been en-
gaged since 1988 in researching the history 
and culture of the ethnically and linguisti-
cally diverse Bukovyna region. Individual 
researchers also work or have worked on 
Ukrainian topics at the Imre Kertesz Kolleg 
Jena, the Research Centre for East Euro-
pean Studies at the University of Bremen, 
and the Herder Institute in Marburg, all of 
which are engaged in broader studies of 
Central and Eastern Europe.

Economic and (geo)political aspects of 
the issues pertaining to Ukraine occasion-

Andreas Kappeler, the most reknowned 
historian of Ukraine in the German-speaking 
academic environment and a significant 
figure in the development of Ukrainian studies 
in the region.
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ally attract the attention of German think 
tanks specialising in foreign policy and 
international relations, and with the be-
ginning of the full-scale Russian invasion, 
they do so regularly. Examples include 
Zentrum Liberale Moderne and their on-
line publication “Ukraine verstehen,” the 
German Association for East Europe-
an Studies (DGO), the  German Institute 
for International and Security Affairs 
(SWP), and the Centre for East Europe-
an and International Studies (ZOiS). The 
Zentrum Liberale Moderne is particularly 
active in Ukrainian issues. Among its ac-
tivities, it has published a German-lan-
guage collection of articles about Ukraine 
(“Understanding Ukraine. Traces of Terror 
and Violence”38), which has been reprint-
ed three times. In addition, the co-founder 
of the centre, German MP Marieluise Beck, 
organised a special lecture on the topic of 
German historical responsibility towards 
Ukraine by Yale University professor Tim-
othy Snyder in the German parliament in 
2017.39 

The role played by the German-Ukrainian 
Historians’ Commission (Deutsch-Ukrain-
ische Historikerkommission, DUHK), es-
tablished in 2015 by mutual agreement 
between Ukrainian and German parties, 
deserves special mention.40 Although the 
commission is financially supported by 
the German Academic Exchange Service 
(DAAD) (previously also by the Federal 
Office of the German Ministry of Foreign 

38 “Buchvorstellung Ukraine verstehen Auf den Spuren von Terror und Gewalt.“ LibMod – Zentrum Liberale Moderne, 
YouTube, 30 Nov. 2020, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pWTLhYMkxSg. 

39 “Timothy Snyder on Germany’s Historical Responsibility towards Ukraine + Discussion.” Euromaidan Press, YouTube, 28 
June 2017, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wDjHw_uXeKU.

40 In September 2020, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine, after public criticism by the Embassy of Ukraine in 
Germany of the role of the commission in promoting recognition of the Holodomor of 1932-1933 as genocide in 
Germany, withdrew its patronage of the commission and emphasised that the Ukrainian historians in its composition 
do not reflect the official position of the Ukrainian government. See “Roziasnennia shchodo Nimetsko-ukraïnskoï 
komisiï istorykiv (Clarification regarding the German-Ukrainian committee of Historians).” Embassy of Ukraine in the 
Federal Republic of Germany, 24 Sep. 2020, https://germany.mfa.gov.ua/news/shchodo-nimecko-ukrayinskoyi-
komisiyi-istorikiv. 

Affairs and the Robert Bosch Stiftung), it 
is not an intergovernmental commission. 
Ukrainian and German historians who 
are members of the commission organise 
annual conferences, a summer academy, 
and a seminar for young researchers. They 
also publish articles on the commission’s 
website concerning common aspects of 
Ukrainian and German histories: World 
War I and the foundation of the Ukrainian 
State, interwar period (in particular, the 
testimony of German diplomats about 
Holodomor in Ukraine), World War II (the 
occupation and forced labour of Ukraini-
ans in Germany), the Cold War (relations 
between the Ukrainian SSR and the GDR), 
as well as the relations between Germa-
ny and independent Ukraine after 1991. 
Through research grants, the commission 
also seeks to financially support young re-
searchers. After the beginning of the full-
scale Russian invasion, it provided finan-
cial assistance to Ukrainian researchers.

A number of other Ukrainian studies ex-
amples in the region that did not make it 
into our database are cases of universities 
employing individual professors (perma-
nent or visiting) who offer individual cours-
es on Ukrainian topics, which, however, 
can change from semester to semester (or 
even be cancelled). The above-mentioned 
professor, Andreas Kappeler, researched 
and taught the history of Ukraine at the 
University of Vienna for a long time. In 
some universities, PhD candidates can 
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work systematically on Ukraine-related 
topics (as, for example, in the case of the 
Central European University in Austria). 
Such formats are not sufficiently institu-
tionalised and do not fall under the defi-
nition of the Ukrainian studies centre as a 
specific organisational structure.

According to the results of the Ukrainian 
Institute’s online survey, Ukrainian studies 
centres in the region are represented by 
small teams (up to 10 people). The largest 
number of people involved in research or 
teaching Ukraine-related topics represent 
the research programme Ukraine in Euro-
pean Dialogue in Vienna (10 people) and 
the Ukrainian Free University in Munich (16 
people). Only three of the nine centres sur-
veyed cited charitable contributions from 
private individuals or foundations as their 
funding source. The university institutes of 
Slavic Studies are most likely supported 
by state funding, but it may be challeng-
ing to single out the amount of funding 
allocated to the Ukrainian component. 
The Ukrainian Free University is supported 
primarily by the Ukrainian Free University 
Foundation in the United States, as it does 
not receive state funding.41

Thematically, Ukrainian studies in the re-
gion focus on Ukrainian language, history, 

41 “Pro nas (About us).” UFU Foundation, https://ufuf.org/?page_id=962.

and culture, less often (mostly in the case 
of think tanks) on politics, and very rarely 
on art history or art studies, religious stud-
ies, public policy, education, or economics. 
More specific research topics include the 
politics of memory (an especially import-
ant topic for Germany in the context of 
the World War II crimes), the interaction 
of empires and nationalism, the history 
of the 20th century, in particular World 
War II and the role of Ukraine, as well as 
borderlands research. When interviewed, 
the majority of the representatives of the 
German Ukrainian studies centres did not 
refer to significant problems. Several re-
spondents highlighted the lack of funding 
for certain projects (for example, main-
taining a website or launching a new book 
series) and voiced their expectations to 
receive funding for such projects from the 
Ukrainian state and local foundations, 
which is not always the case. In the public 
realm, however, one can find other testi-
monies on existing problems. So, for exam-
ple, according to Professor Andriy Portnov, 
who chairs the Department of Entangled 
History of Ukraine at Viadrina University, 
the most important problem of Ukrainian 
studies centres in Western Europe is that 
they do not exist as full-fledged centres, 
an academic administrative unit, or a 
research programme (unlike their Brit-
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ish or Canadian counterparts)42, and if 
Ukrainian topics are present on university 
curricula, then most often they are locat-
ed in universities outside the capital.43 In 
an interview in 2016, Alois Woldan, a pro-
fessor of Slavic literature at the University 
of Vienna, noted the lack of interest on the 
part of students, for whom the peculiari-
ties of the academic market create incen-
tives to study Russian or Polish rather than 
Ukrainian.44 It is all the more remarkable 
that, with the beginning of the full-scale 
Russian invasion, the academic environ-
ment recognised the systematic lack of 
knowledge about Ukraine and began to 
voice calls for the full-fledged institution-
alisation of Ukrainian studies in Germa-
ny.45

Almost all surveyed representatives of 
Ukrainian studies in the region noted that 
there was an increase in the interest of 
target audiences, the number of events 
held, and professional publications over 
the past five years, but that the number 
of students, where relevant, had either 
remained constant or decreased slight-
ly. The same applies to funding, which re-
mained unchanged (at least for the sur-
veyed centres). Almost all respondents 
noted positive prospects for their centres’ 
development in the future. As expected, 
the full-scale invasion of the Russian Fed-
eration into Ukraine on February 24, 2022, 
increased attention towards Ukraine and 
Ukrainian topics in the regional perspec-
tive, which resulted in a more active par-

42 “Hundert Jahre Stereotypisierung.“ taz, 6 Apr. 2022, https://taz.de/Forscherinnen-ueber-Ukrainistik/!5843385/.
43 Savytskyï, Iuriï. “Perspektyvy ukraïnskykh studiï u IeS – tse pytannia natsionalnoï bezpeky Ukraïny – ukraïnoznavtsi 

(Perspectives of Ukrainian studies in the EU is the question of national security of Ukraine – Ukrainian studies experts).” 
Radio Svoboda, 24 Apr. 2017, https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/28451256.html.

44 Lykovych, Irysia. “Aloïs Woldan: ‘Ukraïnistyka – prohresuie’ (Aloïs Woldan: ‘Ukrainian studies are progressing’).” 
LitAktsent, 9 Feb. 2016 http://litakcent.com/2016/02/09/alojiz-voldan-ukrajinistyka-prohresuje/.

45 Wöll, Alexander. “Wir brauchen dringend und schnell eine interdisziplinäre Ukrainistik an deutschsprachigen 
Universitäten.“ 30 May 2022, https://www.laender-analysen.de/ukraine-analysen/269/wir-brauchen-dringend-
und-schnell-eine-interdisziplinaere-ukrainistik-an-deutschsprachigen-universitaeten/.

ticipation of Ukrainian studies centres’ 
representatives in the public sphere, i.e., 
commenting for the media. The develop-
ment of events in Ukraine also inspired 
some centres to start new projects and/or 
provide support to displaced researchers 
from Ukraine.
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For the advancement of Ukrainian stud-
ies, Northern Europe is a relatively new re-
gion. Here the Ukrainian diaspora, due to 
its smaller size, has played a minor role in 
either establishing new Ukrainian studies 
organisations, or supporting existing ones. 
However, Northern European countries 
have recently demonstrated quite active 
dynamics, primarily due to the incorpo-
ration of elements of Ukrainian studies 
into university curricula and the initiation 
of relevant activities by (primarily state) 
think tanks. In total, there are over a doz-
en centres for Ukrainian studies in the 
countries studied, with Sweden having the 
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most.46 A significant part of them were es-
tablished within the last five years. Impor-
tantly, the Ukrainian studies centres in the 
region have reacted extremely dynamical-
ly to the challenges posed by the 2022 full-
scale invasion of Ukraine by the Russian 
Federation.

Academic Ukrainian studies in Northern 
Europe can be subdivided into two cate-
gories. The majority would be studies with-
in the broader regional framework: either 
as an equal component of the Eastern Eu-
ropean region, or in the shadow of Russian 
studies, which receive the same attention 
as the entire region put together. Thus, 
Ukrainian studies in the context of region-
al ones are represented, for example, by 
the Central and Eastern European Stud-
ies of Lund University in Sweden, which 
exist within the Humanities and Theology 
faculty at the Centre of Languages   and Lit-
erature. In bachelor’s and master’s degree 
programmes, students can select cours-
es on Ukrainian-related topics and study 
the Ukrainian language at the elementa-
ry level. This centre for Ukrainian studies is 
one of the most active in Northern Europe, 
and its representative, Niklas Bernsand, is 
well known in Ukraine for his research on 
Ukrainian history.

The Centre for Baltic and East Europe-
an Studies, founded in 2005 at another 
Swedish university, the University of Söder-
tern, studies the countries of the region, in-
cluding Ukrainian topics, using social sci-
ence methods. As a part of the university’s 
curriculum, various bachelor’s, master’s, 

46 In addition to the actual centres of studies, the Ukrainian Institute in Sweden, founded on a public initiative in 2014 
for the promotion of Ukrainian culture in Sweden, is of great importance. Since 2015, it has been an associate member 
of the National Institutes of Culture of the European Union (EUNIC). The centre organises cultural and educational 
events – concerts, festivals, panel discussions, as well as a summer school on the Ukrainian language for foreigners 
together with the Ostroh Academy (although the last school session was held in 2018).

47 “National values and political reforms in post-Maidan Ukraine.” University of Oslo, https://www.hf.uio.no/ilos/
english/research/projects/valref/.

and doctoral degree programmes explore 
Ukrainian studies in depth. Notable is also 
the Central and East European Studies 
Centre of Leiden University in the Neth-
erlands, a platform for historians and po-
litical scientists who research CEE and the 
post-Soviet space, including Ukraine.

In 2019, the University of Oslo opened the 
Center for Slavic and Eastern European 
Studies at the Department of Literature, 
Area Studies and European Languages   of 
the Faculty of Humanities. The centre is 
a multidisciplinary platform for the study 
of East Slavic languages, cultures, and so-
cial processes. Its ongoing project, Nation-
al Values   and Political Reforms in Post-
Maidan Ukraine47, is devoted to the study 
of Ukraine, and spans from 2021 to 2023. 
The Institute for Russian and Eurasian 
Studies of Uppsala University, which was 
established in the 1970s, pays consider-
able attention to the study of Eastern Eu-
rope. It functions as a research centre and 
a national resource centre for regional is-
sues. 

The second relatively small group com-
prises academic Ukrainian studies cen-
tres that provide opportunities to study 
the Ukrainian language and culture sep-
arately, as, for example, in two Swedish 
universities. Thus, at Stockholm Universi-
ty’s Department of Slavic and Baltic Stud-
ies, Finnish, Dutch and German, one can 
study the Ukrainian language alongside 
its political, historical, and cultural con-
texts. Also, since 2018, the Department 
of Languages   and Literature at the Fac-
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ulty of Humanities of the University of 
Gothenburg started offering online and 
offline Ukrainian language courses at 
various levels. This Swedish university, to-
gether with Taras Shevchenko National 
University of Kyiv, Lesya Ukrainka Volyn 
National University, and Ivane Javakhish-
vili Tbilisi State University, carries out the 
Ukrainian-Swedish-Georgian online dic-
tionary project.48

In addition, the Aleksanteri Institute 
of the University of Helsinki in Finland 
since 200849 has a separate module on 
Ukrainian studies as part of its cultur-
al studies program. This module enables 
students on bachelor’s and master’s de-
gree programmes to study Ukrainian cul-
ture, history, and politics. This education-
al institution also offers student exchange 
programmes with its partner Ukrainian 
university – Kyiv Mohyla Academy. In turn, 
the Center for Ukrainian Cultural Studies 
in Amsterdam, founded by the Depart-
ment of Slavic Languages   and Cultures of 
the University of Amsterdam, and the Am-
sterdam School for Heritage, Memory and 
Material Culture, conducts academic re-
search in the artistic field, and holds public 
events promoting the idea of the self-suf-
ficiency of Ukrainian culture. The recent 
inactivity of the centre’s website suggests 
that it suspended its activities in 2018, but 
the Facebook page dedicated to it still 
serves as an active platform for communi-
cation between Ukrainian studies special-
ists from different countries.

Finally, regional think tanks, have started 
focusing on Ukraine within the context of 

48 “Ukrainian-Swedish-Georgian Online Dictionary Project.” University of Gothenburg, https://www.gu.se/en/research/
ukrainian-swedish-georgian-online-dictionary-project.

49 “Kulturno-humanitarne spivrobitnytstvo mizh Ukraïnoiu ta Finliandiieiu (Cultural and humanitarian cooperation 
between Ukraine and Finland).” Embassy of Ukraine in the Republic of Finland, 5 Aug. 2020, https://finland.mfa.
gov.ua/spivrobitnictvo/283-kulyturno-gumanitarne-spivrobitnictvo-mizh-ukrajinoju-ta-finlyandsykoju-
respublikoju. 

the Eastern European region studies. For 
example, the Stockholm Centre for East-
ern European Studies focuses on Russia 
and Eastern Partnership countries and 
provides recommendations on issues of 
interest to the Swedish government.

On the other hand, despite the dominant 
position of Russian Studies, Ukrainian 
Studies are present in the Dutch Alliance 
for the Russian and Eastern Europe 
Knowledge Alliance (REKA), a vast net-
work from the Netherlands and abroad 
that includes the Centre for European 
Security Studies, the Institute of Eastern 
Christian Studies, and the Dutch Helsin-
ki Committee, whose research focuses 
directly or indirectly on Ukraine. By the 
way, both analytical centres – REKA in 
the Netherlands and the aforementioned 
Stockholm Centre for Eastern European 
Studies in Sweden – were opened in 2021 
and operate under the auspices of the 
Ministries of Foreign Affairs of their re-
spective states.

Similarly, Ukrainian studies continue to be 
overshadowed by Russian studies in the 
Russia and Eastern Europe Centre of the 
Netherlands Institute of International Re-
lations Clingendael, which serves as both 
a state analytical centre and as a diplo-
matic academy. The institute publishes a 
monthly magazine on international poli-
tics, Clingendael Spectator. Recent years 
have seen an increase in the number of 
publications devoted to Ukrainian issues. 

Against the backdrop of Russia’s full-scale 
war against Ukraine, the quantitative in-
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crease of interest in Ukraine and the study 
of Ukrainian-related topics, the following 
trend can be observed in the countries 
of Northern Europe. To provide accurate 
coverage of the situation in Ukraine or to 
promote Ukrainian culture and history, or-
ganisations that were previously non-af-
filiated with Ukrainian studies have initi-
ated the study of the Ukrainian language, 
online lectures or discussion clubs. 

For example, in September 2022, the Nor-
wegian Network for Research on Ukraine 
Ukrainett was established to bring to-
gether Norwegian researchers and experts 
interested in Ukraine, as well as Ukrainian 
researchers displaced to Norway as a re-
sult of Russia’s war against Ukraine. 50 
Ukrainett is a platform for exchanging 
knowledge, research findings, and com-
municating with Norwegian stakeholders 
(politicians, public figures, media, and ac-
ademia) and the general public regard-
ing Ukraine-related issues. The network is 
coordinated by the Norwegian Institute 
for Urban and Regional Research at Oslo 
Metropolitan University and its steering 

50 Norwegian network for research on Ukraine – UKRAINETT – has been officially launched today during special event 
in Oslo.” Embassy of Ukraine in Norway, Facebook, https://www.facebook.com/UKRinNOR/posts/pfbid026F3y8J
vkz8STWB3dY8Lq8qmcrkWm1v3svQYmsXF3Fcsg6U21gvXs9f7ifQLDsNwfl .

51 “Postdoctoral Research Fellow within Ukrainian Studies (ref 227917).” Scholarshipdb.net, https://scholarshipdb.
net/jobs-in-Norway/Postdoctoral-Research-Fellow-Within-Ukrainian-Studies-Ref-227917-University-Of-
Oslo=Ra27sGr37BGUYQAlkGUTnw.html.

52 “The University of Gothenburg puts in extra courses in Ukrainian.” You Uni Finder, 15 Apr. 2022, https://yourunifinder.
com/news_post?id=152.

group is comprised of both Norwegian 
and displaced Ukrainian researchers.

In addition, in autumn of 2022, the De-
partment of Literature, Area Studies and 
European Languages   of the University of 
Oslo created an additional position for a 
researcher in Ukrainian studies to conduct 
research on Ukraine and develop educa-
tional programmes.51 As previously stated, 
for the fall semester of 2022 and the spring 
semester of 2023, Lund University offers 
several courses dedicated to Ukraine, that 
are not included on the permanent list 
of courses available to students. The sit-
uation is similar in another educational 
institution in Sweden – the University of 
Gothenburg. It had planned to add new 
courses in Ukrainian studies to the curric-
ulum in the spring of 2023, but due to the 
full-scale invasion of the Russian Feder-
ation and increased interest in Ukraine52, 
the announced courses became available 
for students in the fall of 2022.

The University of Amsterdam respond-
ed comprehensively to the situation by 
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announcing a new online course entitled 
Ukraine: A Battlefield for a New Europe?53 
for the spring semester of the 2022-2023 
academic year at the Higher School of 
Humanities for European Studies mas-
ter’s students. In addition, the Amsterdam 
Centre for European Studies at the Uni-
versity of Amsterdam, which has previ-
ously limited its academic interest to EU 
member states, launched a series of online 
discussions titled “.ua discussions” and 
dedicated a special issue of its journal 
JIRD (Journal on International Relations 
and Development) to Ukraine.

Due to increased interest in Ukrainian 
studies and the large number of displaced 
Ukrainians who have settled in the coun-
tries of Northern Europe, there is a sys-
temic demand for specialists in Ukrainian 
studies and the Ukrainian language. One 
of the curious cases of this trend is the 
translation of an anthology of Ukrainian 
poetry into Norwegian by a pair of trans-
lators who communicated with each other 
in English (they translated the poems from 
Ukrainian into English and only after that 
from English into Norwegian).54 Therefore, 
the question of opening new independent 
Ukrainian studies centres in light of this 
interest in Ukraine and Ukrainian-related 
topics, as well as the development and ex-
pansion of existing ones, becomes logical 
and urgent.

In addition to the centres mentioned 
in this subchapter, the development of 
Ukrainian studies in the region is also pos-

53 “Ukraine – Battleground for a new Europe?” University of Amsterdam, https://coursecatalogue.uva.nl/xmlpages/
page/2022-2023-en/search-course/course/100740. 

54 “U Norvehiï vydaly antolohiiu ukraïns’koï narodnoï poeziï (In Norway an anthology of Ukrainian folk poetry was 
issued).” Chytomo, https://chytomo.com/u-norvehii-vydaly-antolohiiu-ukrainskoi-narodnoi-poezii/.

55 “Europe. Bi-lateral and multi-lateral cooperation.” University of Groningen, https://www.rug.nl/about-ug/profile/
internationalization/global-focus/europe/?lang=en.

56 “Projects run by the High North Center.” Nord University, https://www.nord.no/en/about/faculties-and-centres/
business-school/research-centres/highnorthcenter/Pages/projects-run-by-the-high-north-center-for-
business-and-governance.aspx.

sible in educational institutions that al-
ready collaborate with Ukraine but lack 
Ukrainian studies centres. Two cases can 
serve as examples: the University in Gron-
ingen (the Netherlands) and its long-term 
cooperation with Ukraine through the 
Erasmus+ exchange program55, as well as 
Noord University (Budjo, Norway), which 
cooperates with Ukraine on three bilater-
al educational projects.56 However, both 
in developing cooperation with existing 
Ukrainian studies organisations, and in 
promoting the opening of new centres, 
it is worthwhile to consider the prob-
lematic issues and difficulties of existing 
Ukrainian studies centres in the region, as 
pointed out by all the respondents to the 
Ukrainian Institute online survey. These 
difficulties include researchers in academ-
ic centres of Ukrainian studies needing to 
independently seek funding for research 
projects due to a lack of funding; lack of 
attention and support from universities or 
the research community of the host coun-
try; lack of qualified personnel, and lack of 
job prospects in the industry.
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CENTRAL AND EASTERN EUROPE

Croatia

Czech Republic 

Romania
Hungary

Lithuania

Poland

Slovakia

The countries of Central and Eastern Europe (hereinafter, CEE) are a group of countries 
that are geographically, historically, and culturally close to Ukraine. The vast majority 
of these countries were formerly part of the “socialist camp” and are now either new EU 
members or candidates for membership. Due to historical and geographical entangle-
ments, they are home to Ukrainian minorities and a significant Ukrainian diaspora of 
various waves, in particular Ukrainian labour migrants. Besides, numerous Ukrainian stu-
dents study there. All this, to a large extent, determines the interest in studying Ukraine, 
and the development of Ukrainian studies in various foci. However, the CEE region is 
asymmetric and diverse, given the influence of all the above-mentioned factors, which 
is reflected in the number and organisational forms of Ukrainian studies centres. Po-
land has traditionally been and remains the undisputed leader in the region in terms 
of the number (over 20), diversity and depth of the study of Ukrainian-related topics. 
Ukrainian studies centres are less numerous in other countries. Thus, the Czech Republic 
has five, Hungary and Romania each have three, Slovakia, Lithuania, and Serbia each 
have two centres, and Bulgaria and Croatia each have one centre.

Serbia
Bulgaria
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Poland is one of the world’s leaders in 
terms of the number of Ukrainian studies 
centres due to its significant shared histor-
ical experience with Ukraine and the rela-
tive importance of Ukraine in foreign poli-
cy, in particular the “Eastern” policy, of the 
contemporary Polish Republic. This deter-
mines both the general interest in the de-
velopment of Ukrainian studies, and the 
large-scale state funding of think tanks 
dealing with Ukraine (see more on that 
below). Some of the centres of Ukrainian 
studies began to emerge in the middle of 
the 20th century, and the vast majority 
appeared after Ukraine gained indepen-
dence. Practically all Ukrainian studies 
centres in Poland have close, long-term 
ties and a long history of cooperation with 
universities and think tanks in Ukraine.
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It is noteworthy that most of the lead-
ing universities in Poland have Ukrainian 
studies centres, sometimes even a few, 
encompassing both philological and so-
cial science academic disciplines. For ex-
ample, the Faculty of Applied Linguistics 
at the University of Warsaw has the De-
partment of Ukrainian Studies, founded 
in 1953 (which operates in parallel with 
the separate departments of Belarusian 
and Russian studies). The department has 
been publishing the academic yearbook 
“Warsaw Ukrainian Studies Notes” since 
1989. A 2001 addition to the same faculty 
is the Department of Intercultural Stud-
ies of Central and Eastern Europe. It of-
fers bachelor’s and master’s degree pro-
grammes in Eastern European Studies, 
with practical study of a chosen language 
(including Ukrainian) and study trips to a 
country of the region. In its turn, the Fac-
ulty of Oriental Studies established Centre 
for East European Studies in 1990, with 
Professor Jan Malicki, their co-founder, as-
suming continuous leadership. Geograph-
ically, Eastern European Studies cover the 
entire Eastern European region from the 
Balkans to the Caucasus, and thematical-
ly they cover the region’s history, economy, 
and culture, as well as its social, ethnic, re-
ligious, and political issues. The centre or-
ganises conferences and summer schools; 
it established a joint master’s programme 
with the National University “Kyiv-Mohy-
la Academy”; it is involved in the organisa-
tion of Polish scholarship programmes (for 
Ukrainians as well), and it arranges edu-
cational trips for its students, including to 
the Crimea to familiarise them with the 
Crimean Tatar culture (before 2014).57 

Another leading Polish university, the Jagi-
ellonian University in Krakow, has two 

57 About “Eastern Studies.” Centre for East European Studies, https://english.studium.uw.edu.pl/about-eastern-
studies/.

centres of Ukrainian studies in different 
faculties. Thus, in 1990, the Institute of 
East Slavic Philology inaugurated the De-
partment of Ukrainian Studies offering 
Ukrainian language, literature, and re-
lated philological disciplines. In its turn, 
the Faculty of International and Political 
Studies established in the early 2000s 
an interdisciplinary Department of Pol-
ish-Ukrainian studies (initially as a De-
partment of Ukrainian Studies), which is 
unique for Poland. Today, bachelor’s and 
master’s students focus on political sci-
ence, public administration, the history 
and current state of Polish-Ukrainian rela-
tions in a regional and pan-European con-
text and study the Ukrainian language.

The third important centre of Ukrainian 
Studies in Poland is the Maria Cu-
rie-Skłodowska University in Lublin (here-
inafter – UMCS), which also combines 
philological studies with the social sci-
ences. Thus, in 1998, the Department of 
Ukrainian Philology became the third de-
partment of Ukrainian studies in Poland 
after the Warsaw and Jagiellonian Uni-
versities, although master’s programme in 
Ukrainian studies has existed at the uni-
versity since 1993. Today, after undergoing 
a series of reorganisations, it operates as 
Department of Slavic linguistics, and of-
fers bachelor’s and master’s programmes 
in Ukrainian studies, regularly invites lec-
turers from Ukraine, and since 2010 has 
been teaching the Ukrainian language to 
all willing students of other faculties of the 
UMCS.

The sociological direction of Ukrainian 
studies at the UMCS is tangentially rep-
resented by the Centre of Eastern Eu-
rope, opened in 2011 and chaired by Pro-
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fessor Walenty Baluk, which teaches the 
processes in the region in geographical, 
political, historical and civilisational di-
mensions, engages in analytical activities, 
co-organises conferences, publishes the 
magazine East of Europe, and organises 
summer schools for Ukrainian students. 
In fact, it became the successor to the 
more ambitious project of the European 
Collegium of Polish and Ukrainian Uni-
versities, which operated in Lublin from 
2000 to 2011 as a Polish-Ukrainian edu-
cational and research institution. The col-
legium then included the UMCS, the John 
Paul II Catholic University of Lublin, the 
Taras Shevchenko National University of 
Kyiv, Lviv Ivan Franko National University 
and the National University “Kyiv-Mohyla 
Academy.” The decision to terminate the 
collegium’s activities was primarily moti-
vated by legal and administrative disrup-
tions. After all, the institution operated at 
the junction of the national legislations 
of Poland and Ukraine. At the same time, 
the lack of sufficient co-financing from 
the Ukrainian side was an additional ar-
gument.58 Then there were conversations 
about the need to find a new model of 

58 “Kolegium polsko-ukraińskie przestaje istnieć.” Nauka w Polsce, 20 May 2011, https://naukawpolsce.pl/aktualnosci/
news%2C382126%2Ckolegium-polsko-ukrainskie-przestaje-istniec.html. 

59 “Kolegium polsko-ukraińskie bez KUL i Instytutu Europy Środkowo-Wschodniej.” Nauka w Polsce, 2 Oct. 2009, https://
naukawpolsce.pl/aktualnosci/news%2C366734%2Ckolegium-polsko-ukrainskie-bez-kul-i-instytutu-europy-
srodkowo-wschodniej.html.

cooperation, probably with a college like 
the Viadrina University59, but such a model 
was never found.

In other Polish universities, Ukrainian stud-
ies are mainly concentrated on Ukrainian 
language and literature. Thus, the John 
Paul II Catholic University of Lublin focus-
es on the interdisciplinary study of Slav-
ic philology, and recommends the study 
of the Ukrainian, Belarusian and Russian 
languages in combination. Thus, current-
ly Ukrainian studies classes can be taken 
at the Department of Russian, Ukrainian 
and Belarusian Literature of the Insti-
tute of Literary Studies and partially at 
the Department of Translation Studies 
and Slavic Languages of the Institute of 
Linguistics. Also, since 2001, the Depart-
ment of Ukrainian Studies at the Univer-
sity of Wrocław has offered a bachelor’s 
or master’s degree through the study of 
the language and language policy, litera-
ture, and culture of Ukraine. In turn, the 
Department of Ukrainian Studies at the 
Institute of East Slavic Philology at the 
Adam Mickiewicz University in Poznań, 
opened in 1992. In addition to teaching, 
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it focuses on comparative studies of Pol-
ish-Ukrainian-Russian linguistic and lit-
erary connections, and the cultural phe-
nomena of historical and modern Ukraine. 
Furthermore, learning the Ukrainian lan-
guage from scratch is possible at classes 
at Rzeszów University. At the same time, 
the Department of Ukrainian Philolo-
gy at the University of Warmia and Ma-
zury in Olsztyn and the Institute of Slavic 
Studies at the University of Szczecin ter-
minated their operations, most likely due 
to the lack of students interested in these 
educational fields, which is a fairly typical 
reason for the closure of Ukrainian studies 
centres in the region in general.

In the context of non-university academ-
ic research in the field of Ukrainian stud-
ies, the Institute of Slavic Studies of the 
Polish Academy of Sciences, established 
in 1954, offers the opportunity to obtain 
an academic degree in linguistics, literary 
studies, cultural studies, history, ethnolo-
gy and sociology while researching one of 
the Slavic countries. The Institute is closely 
associated with the names of well-known 
professors such as Ola (Aleksandra) Hna-
tiuk, Helena Krasowska, and many others. 
In turn, the research of the South-Eastern 
Research Institute in Przemyśl, founded 
in 1990 and chaired for years by Professor 
Stanisław Stępień, mainly focuses on Pol-
ish-Ukrainian relations in different histor-
ical periods, and the problems of national 

and religious minorities in both countries. 
The institute carries out research and 
publishing activities; organises confer-
ences and seminars; works with Ukrainian 
archives and closely cooperates with 
Ukrainian research institutions. Podlaskie 
Academic Institute, a research and edu-
cational institution of the Ukrainian com-
munity of the Podlaskie region, founded 
in 2017, has a purely local focus. It docu-
ments the life of the community, popular-
ises knowledge about the region, organis-
es academic, public, and cultural events, 
and supports the preservation and devel-
opment of Ukrainian culture.

A characteristic feature of Poland is the 
significant focus on Ukraine in its think 
tanks. Three state analytical centres are 
most prominent: the Polish Institute of 
International Affairs (Polski Instytut 
Stosunków Międzynarodowych (herein-
after PISM, established in 1996), the Centre 
for Eastern Studies (Ośrodek Studiów 
Wschodnich (hereinafter OSW, estab-
lished in 2011) in Warsaw, as well as the In-
stitute of Central Europe (Instytut Euro-
py Środkowej, hereinafter IES, active since 
2018) in Lublin. They all operate under sim-
ilar legislation, the heads of all three insti-
tutions are appointed by the prime minis-
ter, and their primary source of funding is 
the state budget. Political science research 
related to Ukraine is carried out within 
the Eastern Europe programme in PISM; 
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OSW has a research group focusing on the 
Ukraine-Belarus-Moldova subregion; at 
IES, the Eastern Europe department works 
on Ukrainian topics. The research topics 
are mainly political; however, they also 
encompass wider socio-political aspects, 
economic, cultural and religious compo-
nents. It is noteworthy that such an organ-

60 „Centrum Polsko-Rosyjskiego Dialogu i Porozumienia zostało przekształcone w Centrum Dialogu im. Juliusza 
Mieroszewskiego.” Gov.pl, 27 July 2022, https://www.gov.pl/web/kultura/centrum-polsko-rosyjskiego-dialogu-i-
porozumienia-zostalo-przeksztalcone-na-centrum-dialogu-im-juliusza-mieroszewskiego.

isational form is uncommon for Ukrainian 
studies centres in the rest of the countries 
of the region studied here.

Since the start of the full-scale Russian 
aggression, the study of Ukrainian topics 
has officially become one of the main ar-
eas of activity of another state analytical 
centre, the Centre for Polish-Russian Dia-
logue and Understanding, which was re-
named and reformatted60 in the summer 
of 2022 as the Mieroszewski Centre for 
Dialogue. It is worth noting that the cen-
tre was already working on Ukraine-relat-
ed issues in its previous incarnation, and 
currently it focuses on Polish-Ukrainian di-
alogue through academic research, pub-
lishing, public events, and scholarship pro-
grammes.

Among the independent analytical cen-
tres, the College of Eastern Europe (Ko-
legium Europy Wschodniej, hereinafter 
KEW) which functions as a non-govern-
mental non-profit organisation, deserves 
special attention. The centre was opened 
in Wroclaw in 2001 on the initiative of 
the well-known Polish public and polit-
ical figure Jan Nowak-Jeziorański, and 
today bears his name. In addition to re-
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search into Ukrainian studies in the East-
ern European context in terms of politics, 
history, culture, and literature, KEW or-
ganises public discussions and academ-
ic conferences (in particular, the annu-
al conference devoted to Polish Eastern 
policy), publishes translations of works of 
Ukrainian literature and two non-fiction 
magazines on current social and political 
topics (the English-language “New East-
ern Europe”, with a wide range of readers 
on different continents, and “Nowa Euro-
pa Wschodnia” in Polish, with a focus on 
the Polish reader,) which devote consider-
able attention to Ukrainian topics. Anoth-
er independent think tank, the Institute of 
Freedom (Instytut Wolności), was estab-
lished in 2012 in Warsaw, and considers, 
among others, Ukrainian topics, such as 
the political situation in Ukraine (in par-
ticular, in the context of the 2019 presi-
dential elections, and broader analysis of 
Polish-Ukrainian relations).

Despite the wide diversity of Ukrainian 
studies centres in Poland, they all share 
quite a few similarities as our survey 
demonstrates. Specifically, they lack at-
tention and support from the Ukrainian 
state. The interviewees mention this point 
much more frequently than even the lack 
of funding. They lack qualified personnel 
and the attention of their target audience 
(students, politicians, and other research-
ers). Respondents believe that the most 

urgent step the Ukrainian government 
could take to develop Ukrainian studies 
in Poland is to support connections be-
tween Ukrainian studies abroad as well as 
between departments and scholars from 
Ukraine. More than 10 years after the Eu-
ropean Collegium of Polish and Ukrainian 
Universities ceased to exist, there is con-
siderable demand for the creation of a 
similar Polish-Ukrainian institution.

2011 2012 2018 20222017
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Institute  
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Despite the importance of Prague as a cen-
tre of educational and academic life for 
the Ukrainian diaspora during the inter-
war period, modern centres of Ukrainian 
studies in the country began to open only 
in the 1990s. This was due to the collapse 
of the “socialist camp” and the emergence 
of research and increased academic in-
terest in Ukraine as an independent state. 
The country currently has five Ukrainian 
studies programmes at four universities.

Specifically, there are two Ukrainian 
studies centres at Charles University in 
Prague. Thus, the Faculty of Philosophy 
has housed the Department of East Eu-
ropean Studies since 1990. The bachelor’s 
programme combines study of the chosen 
language (Lithuanian, Latvian, Russian, 
or Ukrainian) with professionally oriented 
study of geopolitical, cultural, and social 
developments in Eastern Europe. In turn, 
the Faculty of Social Sciences has housed 
the Department of Russian and East Eu-
ropean Studies since 1994. It is a branch 
of the Institute of International Relations 
which offers the Ukrainian studies disci-
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plines as a part of the regional studies cur-
riculum within the bachelor’s programme 
“Territorial Studies,” and the master’s pro-
gramme “Balkan, Eurasian and Central 
European Studies,” covering the modern 
history, politics, international relations, 
and culture of the region.

Since 1993, the Institute of Slavic Stud-
ies at the Masaryk University in Brno has 
been offering bachelor’s, master’s, and 
doctoral programmes in “Slavic studies” 
with a specialisation in Ukrainian studies. 
Palacký University in Olomouc has offered 
Ukrainian philology at the Department of 
Slavonic Studies as an elective along with 
Russian and Polish, as part of bachelor’s 
and master’s programmes since 2000.61 
Also, the Department of Slavic Stud-
ies of the University of Ostrava has been 
teaching Slavic languages for pedagogical 
purposes in all departments of the uni-

61 “Olomouts’ka ukrainistyka (Olomouc Ukrainian 
Studies).” Encyclopedia of Contemporary Ukraine, 
https://esu.com.ua/search_articles.php?id=76558. 
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versity since the second half of the 1990s. 
The Department of Applied Slavic Studies 
also offers the study of the Ukrainian lan-
guage and conducts comparative studies 
of Slavic languages.

Several independent analytical cen-
tres in the Czech Republic also deal with 
Ukrainian issues, in particular the Eastern 
European program of the European Val-
ues Center for Security Policy, the Euro-
peum Institute for European Policy (within 
the framework of research on EU enlarge-
ment and neighbourhood policy), and 
the Association for International Affairs 
(among other things, with a number of ed-
ucational projects in Ukraine about the 
methodology of oral history). Since the be-
ginning of the full-scale Russian invasion, 
the Institute of International Relations 
Prague has been writing about Ukraine.

In contrast, Ukrainian studies in Slova-
kia are contingent mainly on the needs 
of the Ukrainian minority. Thus, academ-
ic Ukrainian studies in Slovakia are rep-
resented by the Institute of Ukrainian 
Studies of Prešov University, which has 
been operating since 1953. At that time, 
it was the department of Ukrainian lan-
guage and literature at the Higher Peda-
gogical School, which was opened with the 
aim of training teachers for the numerous 
Ukrainian schools in the Prešov communi-
ty attended by ethnic Ukrainians.62 Today, 

62 “Kafedri ukraïnistyky Priashivs’koho universytetu vypovnylosia 60 rokiv (Chair of Ukrainian Studies of Priashiv University 
celebrates 60 years).” Zakarpattia online. 17 May 2013, https://zakarpattya.net.ua/Special/110261-Kafedri-
ukrainistyky-Priashivskoho-universytetu-vypovnylosia-60-rokiv-FOTO.

63 Pelens’ka, Oksana. “Interes do ukrainistyky u Slovachchyni spadaie (Interest in Ukraine in Slovakia is declining).” Radio 
Svoboda, 29 Jan. 2016, https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/27519666.html.

64 Kliuchivs’kyi Yurii. “Derzhavna mova Ukrainy i spekuliatsii dovkola zakonoproektiv (State language in Ukraine and 
speculations around the law projects).” Radio Svoboga. 6 Feb. 2017, https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/28285059.html.

65 Fedoniuk, Valentyna. “Suchasna slovats’ka linhvistychna ukrainistyka: dosiahnennia ta vtraty (Contemporary Slovak linguistic 
Ukrainian Studies: achievements and losses).” Naukovi zapysky Natsional’noho universytetu “Ostroz’ka akademiia”. Series 
Istorychni nauky, vol.23, 2015, p.123. Digital archive of the Ostrog Academy, https://eprints.oa.edu.ua/5153.

66  Ibid, 126-127.
67 Rohovyk, Iryna. “Khto i navishcho dosi vyvchaie ukraïns’ku movu v Slovachchyni (Who still studies Ukrainian language 

in Slovakia and why).” Radio Svoboda. 10 Mar. 2018, https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/29089050.html.

the institution offers bachelor’s, master’s, 
and doctoral programmes in Ukrainian 
language, literature, and culture.

With the assimilation of a significant part 
of the Ukrainian minority (the majority of 
Ukrainian schools in the lands inhabited 
by ethnic Ukrainians have closed down63), 
Ukrainian studies in Slovakia declined. For 
example, Ukrainian studies have already 
been terminated64 at the Matej Bel Univer-
sity in Banská Bystrica.65 In addition, uni-
versities have curtailed research projects 
on the study of Eastern Slovak Ukrainian 
dialects, reduced the number of research 
directions, and refocused the Slovak stud-
ies of Ukrainian linguistics to make them 
more applied.66 In this regard, the Ukrainian 
community in Slovakia is concerned about 
the very fact of the continued existence of 
Ukrainian studies in the long run.67

Analytical studies focusing on Ukraine in 
Slovakia are related to the regional di-
mension of international relations. East-
ern Europe is studied by the independent 
Slovak Foreign Policy Association, which 
divides the region tentatively into Russia 
and the countries of the Eastern Partner-
ship, and periodically prepares materials 
devoted to Ukrainian issues. The indepen-
dent centre analysing security, GLOBSEC, 
has a programme on the study of Ukraine 
and Eastern Europe in the context of in-
ternational security.
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Despite the fact that Romania and Hun-
gary share borders with Ukraine, Ukrainian 
studies are less developed there, when 
compared with the other countries of 
the region. To some extent, this situation 
is caused by linguistic peculiarities of the 
two countries. This makes the centres of 
Ukrainian studies in Romania and Hunga-
ry more internally bound, compared, for 
example, to Ukrainian studies in the Slav-
ic countries of the CEE, where there are 
more opportunities for comparative stud-
ies between Slavic languages   (from the 
academic point of view), and participa-
tion in joint conferences (from the point 
of view of communication, in particular, 
under the auspices of the International 
Association of Ukrainian Studies).
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There are three centres of Ukrainian 
studies each in both states, all of them 
academic and focusing on philology. 
So, in Romania, Ukrainian studies are 
offered at the universities of Suceava, 
Cluj-Napoca and Bucharest. In particu-
lar, in the Faculty of Russian and Slav-
ic Philology of the Babeș-Bolyai Uni-
versity in Cluj-Napoca, the Department 
of Slavic Languages offers theoretical 
and practical courses on the phonetics, 
morphology and syntax of the modern 
Ukrainian language, as well as cours-
es on Ukrainian culture, civilisation and 
literature. In its turn, the University of 
Bucharest offers Ukrainian studies as 
an independent major at the bachelor’s 
level at the Department of Russian and 
Slavic Philology. The research directions 
of the department include Ukrainian ter-
minology, gender studies, and Ukrainian 
postmodernism. Lastly, the Stefan cel 
Mare University of Suceava offers a 
bachelor’s programme in Ukrainian lan-
guage and literature at the Faculty of 
Literature and Communications.

In turn, Ukrainian studies in Hungary are 
present at the universities of Budapest, 
Nyíregyháza and Szeged. Thus, the De-
partment of Ukrainian Philology within 
the Institute of Slavic and Baltic Philol-
ogy at the Eötvös Loránd University of 
Budapest offers bachelor’s and master’s 

68 Mushketyk Lesia. “Slavistychni studiï v Uhorshchyni: istoriia ta suchasnyi stan (Slavic Studies in Hungary: History and the 
state of the arts).” Instytut mystetsvoznavstva, folklorystyky ta etnolohiyi imeni M. T. Ryl’s’koho Natsional’noї akademiї 
nauk Ukrayiny 2014, p. 264, https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&ua
ct=8&ved=2ahUKEwicqpez0cb6AhWDxosKHZSgDGUQFnoECAgQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.etnolog.org.ua
%2Fpdf%2Fstories%2Fmonografiji%2F2014%2FMushketyk_slav_stud.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3d9W1xmhtHWB86G5D
NHhS-.

69 Ploskina, Vasyl’. “Uhortsi ne tsuraiut’sia ukraïns’koï movy (Hungarians do not shy away from Ukrainian language).” 
Radio Svoboda. 4 Feb. 2013, https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/24892176.html. 

70 “Uhorshchyna: v universyteti Nired’hazy vidnovyly kafedru ukraïnistyky (Hungary: the Nired’hazy University has 
restored the Ukrainian Studies department).” Radio Svoboda. 25 Apr. 2017, https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/
news/28451536.html.

71 Nytka, Vasyl’. “Vidkryly kafedru ukrains’koi movy (The chair of Ukrainian Studies has been opened).” Holos Ukrainy. 29 
Apr. 2017, http://www.golos.com.ua/article/288387.

72 “Ukrains’ka hromada v Uhorshchyni (Ukrainian community in Hungary).” Embassy of Ukraine in Hungary. 19 July 2022, 
https://hungary.mfa.gov.ua/spivrobitnictvo/275-ukrajinci-v-ugorshhini.

programmes in Ukrainian Studies. The 
department of Ukrainian language and 
literature has been operating at the uni-
versity since 1961, although within the 
Department of Russian Philology of Bu-
dapest University, 68 making this centre of 
Ukrainian Studies the oldest in Hungary. 
Today, the department of Ukrainian phi-
lology operates on an equal basis with 
the departments of Polish and Russian 
philology, as well as the department of 
Slavic philology. Meanwhile, the Depart-
ment of Ukrainian Language and Cul-
ture at the Institute of Slavic Studies of 
Nyíregyháza University opened in 1992, 
but ceased operations in 2013 due to a 
lack of students.69 However, in 2017, it 
was restored70, unexpectedly, at the ini-
tiative of the Prime Minister of Hungary, 
Viktor Orbán,71 and it offers Ukrainian 
language courses, as well as the speciali-
sation “Ukrainian-Hungarian Referent.” 
Lastly, the Department of Slavic Lan-
guages and Literature at the Institute 
of Slavic Philology of the University of 
Szeged (opened in 1997) offers a bach-
elor’s programme in Slavic studies, with 
the option of choosing Ukrainian as the 
main language.72 In addition to the lan-
guage, they teach the history, culture, 
and literature of Ukraine. It should be 
noted that the institute consists of two 
departments, separate Russian studies 
and unified Slavic studies.
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The presence of Ukrainian studies in 
South-Eastern Europe is rather sporad-
ic; however, there are some important 
organisations that have been active for 
several decades. For example, Ukrainian 
studies became a specialisation at Sofia 
University in 1996, and they are currently 
present within the Department of Slav-
ic Linguistics, Faculty of Slavic Philology, 
Sofia University of St. Kliment Ohridski. It 
offers bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
programmes in Ukrainian studies. The de-
partment also published the almanac Bul-
garian Ukrainian Studies. Besides, it hosts 
a website Bulgarian Virtual Ukrainian 
Studies. Every year, the international con-
ference Drahomanov Studies is held. It is 
designed to honour Mykhailo Drahoma-
nov, an important figure in the history of 

73 Zhukivs’kyi, Vasyl’. “’Drahomanivs’ki studii’ – maidanchyk dlia ukrainistiv u Bolharii (Drahomaniv studies are a space for 
Ukrainian studies in Bulgaria).” Den’. 27 Oct. 2016, https://m.day.kyiv.ua/article/cuspilstvo/drahomanivski-studiyi-
maydanchyk-dlya-ukrayinistiv-u-bolhariyi.

74 “Z istorii ukrainistyky v Zahrebs’komu universyteti (From the history of Ukrainian studies at the University of Zagreb).” 
Embassy of Ukraine in Croatia. 5 May 2020, https://croatia.mfa.gov.ua/horvatska-ukrayiniana/z-istoriyi-
ukrayinistiki-v-zagrebskomu-universiteti. 

the university, and to unite a wide range of 
people involved in the fields of Slavic and 
Ukrainian studies in Bulgaria, Ukraine, and 
other countries.73

In the west of the Balkan subregion, Croa-
tia stands out with the Chair of Ukrainian 
Language and Literature of the University 
of Zagreb, which operates at the Depart-
ment of East Slavic Languages and Liter-
ature of the Faculty of Philosophy. Since 
1998, it has had a bachelor’s programme 
and now has a master’s programme.74 In 
cooperation with the department, the Cro-
atian-Ukrainian Cooperation Society re-
searches the history and culture of Ukraine, 
in particular, that of Galicia and Crimea. 
For many years, the department has been 
headed by Professor Oksana Tymko-Ditko.
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Two Ukrainian studies centres operate 
in Serbia. Since 1991, the Department of 
Slavic Studies of the Faculty of Philol-
ogy at the University of Belgrade offers 
Ukrainian language and literature as a 
second Slavic language. In its turn, the De-
partment of Ruthenian Language and 
Literature at the Faculty of Philosophy 
of the University of Novi Sad offers the 
Ukrainian language. The department was 
founded in 1983, the subject Ukrainian 
and Foreign Literature was introduced in 
1991, and the subject Ukrainian Language 
was introduced in 1997. The Ukrainian 
language is studied as a compulsory sub-
ject for two semesters. In addition to the 
Ukrainian language, students can choose 
two-semester classes in Ukrainian litera-
ture, culture, and history. In 2018, the pro-
fessors of the Department of Ruthenian 
Language and Literature have translated 
into Serbian the Essay on the History of 
Ukraine by Arkady Joukovsky and Orest 
Subtelny with the support of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine.75 Notably, 
when talking about the challenges they 
face, the respondents of the UI survey 
from the centres of Ukrainian Studies in 
Balkan countries point to the lack of at-
tention by the host country, and the lack 
of job prospects in the field.

It is noteworthy that in the Baltic countries, 
which are EU member states belonging to 
the CEE region, the post-Soviet legacy is 
manifested in the lack of Ukrainian stud-
ies. Only in Lithuania we can find an ex-
ample of Ukrainian Studies centre, namely 
a master’s programme in Eastern Europe-
an and Russian Studies at Vilnius Univer-
sity. At the same time, the Eastern Europe 
Studies Centre operates in Vilnius since 
2006. It is a think tank where Ukrainian 

75 “Upershe vyyshla istoriia Ukrainy v perekladi serbs’koiu movoiu (Ukrainian history was first issued in Serbian language).” 
Chytomo. 29 Oct. 2018, https://chytomo.com/upershe-vyjshla-istoriia-ukrainy-v-perekladi-serbskoiu-movoiu. 

topics are treated within the framework 
of the Eastern Partnership research pro-
gramme.

In general, the level of interest in 
Ukrainian studies among students and 
analysts from Central and Eastern Eu-
rope is contingent upon the socio-polit-
ical situation in Ukraine and the coun-
tries of the region. As a result of Ukraine’s 
independence, the establishment of 
Ukrainian studies centres throughout the 
region intensified, and Ukrainian studies 
began to develop independently from 
Russian studies. However, over time, this 
changed, due to diverse local socio-polit-
ical influences, as a result of which such 
studies were scrapped or reformatted. 
Some researchers have noted clear surges 
of interest in Ukrainian studies after the 

With the support of Ukraine's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs, professors from the University 
of Novi Sad's Department of Ruthenian 
Language and Literature translated the 
“Essay on the History of Ukraine” by Arkady 
Joukovsky and Orest Subtelny into Serbian for 
the first time in 2018. 
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Orange Revolution of 2004 and the Rev-
olution of Dignity/Euromaidan protests 
of 2013/2014),76 and the number of policy 
papers increased after the full-scale Rus-
sian invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 
2022. Despite the distinct political nature 
of these waves of interest, in general, ac-
ademic Ukrainian studies in political sci-
ence in the history of the CEE countries 
are still far outnumbered by language 
and literature studies.

Another characteristic feature of the 
region is the emphasis placed on Rus-
sia and Russian studies, especially in 
the context of university classes or pro-
grammes, as reflected in their names and 
research topics. Furthermore, the results 
of the UI survey attest to it. This tenden-
cy is weaker in some countries (Poland) 
but stronger in others (Bulgaria, Serbia). 
To some extent, this situation in Central 
and Eastern Europe is due to the stable 
presence of Russian culture (to a much 
greater extent than Ukrainian) in the 
public space of the states of the region. 
The Russian state promotes this pres-
ence and narratives in a targeted man-
ner.77 For example, in the cases of the 
Czech Republic (as Rita Kindlerová, a 
translator and a graduate of Ukrainian 

76 Neborak, Bohdana. “Nashi kul’turni mosty: ukrainistyka Bolharii, Pol’shchi ta Chekhii (Our cultural bridges: Ukrainian 
studies in Bulgaria, Poland and Czech Republic).” Literatura na eksport: Chytomo export, 04 Aug. 2020, https://
export.chytomo.com/nashi-kulturni-mosty-ukrayinistyka-bolgariyi-polshhi-ta-chehiyi/. 

77 Ibid.
78 Trehub, Hanna. “Ryta Kindlerova: ‘Bachu veletensku problemu v tomu, shcho pereklad ukraїns’koї l’iteratury 

zdebil’shoho povyazanyi z akademichnymy instytutsiyamy’” (Rita Kindlerová: ‘I see a huge problem in the fact that 
the translation of Ukrainian literature is mainly connected with academic institutions’).” Tyzhden, 27 May 2021, https://
tyzhden.ua/Culture/251972.

79 Mushketyk, Lesia. “Slavistychni studii v Uhorshchyni: istoriia ta suchasnyi stan (Slavic Studies in Hungary: History and the 
state of the arts).” Instytut mystetsvoznavstva, folklorystyky ta etnolohiyi imeni M. T. Ryl’s’koho Natsional’noї akademiї 
nauk Ukrayiny 2014, p. 263, https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&ua
ct=8&ved=2ahUKEwicqpez0cb6AhWDxosKHZSgDGUQFnoECAgQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.etnolog.org.ua
%2Fpdf%2Fstories%2Fmonografiji%2F2014%2FMushketyk_slav_stud.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3d9W1xmhtHWB86G5D
NHhS-.

80 Savyts’kyi, Iurii. “Perspektyvy ukrains’kykh studiy u IeS – tse pytannia natsional’noï bezpeky Ukraïny – ukraïnoznavtsi 
(Perspectives of Ukrainian studies in the EU is the question of national security of Ukraine – Ukrainian studies experts).” 
Radio Svoboda. 24 Apr. 2017, https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/28451256.html.

studies at Masaryk University in Brno)78 
and Hungary79, the Russian narrative is 
claimed to be more understandable to 
the local residents than the Ukrainian 
one, and the interest in Russian studies 
greater than in Ukrainian studies. On 
the one hand, it is rooted in the post-im-
perialist and post-socialist legacies of 
these countries, or, in some cases, in the 
attempts to develop political ties with 
the Russian Federation. On the other 
hand, most respondents representing 
Ukrainian studies in the CEE noted that 
it is precisely the lack of attention or sup-
port from the Ukrainian state that often 
“leads to the fact that Europeans look at 
Ukraine through Russian eyes.”80 In ad-
dition, several respondents believed that 
Ukrainian diplomatic institutions do not 
show sufficient interest in the events or-
ganised by Ukrainian studies centres, ex-
cept for the often-nominal patronage.

An important demand voiced in the re-
gion is the need for systematic support 
of Ukrainian studies. For example, it is 
primarily the Ukrainian studies special-
ists who translate Ukrainian literature as 
this is one of the ways to increase inter-
est in Ukrainian topics. However, transla-
tors work without adequate institutional 
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support, and often belong to the academ-
ic milieu of Ukrainianists,81 which has re-
mained unchanged for many years and 
has a shortage of new personnel.82 There-
fore, this is not sufficient to ensure viable 
competition with a plethora of Russian 
literature translations, which are support-
ed by the Russian government, along with 
the general promotion of Russian culture 
abroad.

A distinguishing feature of Ukrainian 
studies centres in the CEE countries is 
the active cooperation in three direc-
tion: with other similar centres, with di-
aspora Ukrainian associations, and with 
Ukrainian colleagues. First of all, there is 
cooperation within the framework of in-
dividual associations of Ukrainian stud-
ies in their countries, which belong to the 
parent organisation, the International 
Association of Ukrainian Studies.83 Be-
fore the COVID-19 pandemic, the pro-
fessional community of Ukrainian schol-
ars habitually held international round 
tables, conferences, and congresses of 
Ukrainianists, which were arranged for 
the exchange of experience, academ-

81 Trehub, Hanna. “Ryta Kindlerova: ‘Bachu veletensku problemu v tomu, shcho pereklad ukraїns’koї l’iteratury 
zdebil’shoho povyazanyi z akademichnymy instytutsiyamy’” (Ryta Kindlerova: ‘I see a huge problem in the fact that 
the translation of Ukrainian literature is mainly connected with academic institutions’).” Tyzhden, 27 May 2021, https://
tyzhden.ua/Culture/251972.

82 Mushketyk, Lesia. “Slavistychni studii v Uhorshchyni: istoriia ta suchasnyi stan (Slavic Studies in Hungary: History and the 
state of the arts).” Instytut mystetsvoznavstva, folklorystyky ta etnolohiyi imeni M. T. Rylskoho Natsionalnoi akademiї 
nauk Ukrayiny 2014, p. 263, https://www.google.com/url?sa=t&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=web&cd=&cad=rja&ua
ct=8&ved=2ahUKEwicqpez0cb6AhWDxosKHZSgDGUQFnoECAgQAQ&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.etnolog.org.ua
%2Fpdf%2Fstories%2Fmonografiji%2F2014%2FMushketyk_slav_stud.pdf&usg=AOvVaw3d9W1xmhtHWB86G5D
NHhS-.

83 “International Association of Ukrainian Studies. National Association of Ukrainian Studies.” https://www.mau-nau.
org.ua/index.htm. 

84 Fedoniuk, Valentyna. “Suchasna slovats’ka linhvistychna ukrainistyka: dosiahnennia ta vtraty (Contemporary Slovak 
linguistic Ukrainian Studies: achievements and losses).” Naukovi zapysky Natsional’noho universytetu “Ostroz’ka 
akademiia”. Series Istorychni nauky, vol.23, 2015, p.127. Digital archive of the Ostrog Academy, https://eprints.oa.edu.
ua/5153/.

85 Arkhanhelska, Alla. “Olomouc Ukrainistics Today: Achievements and Prospects.” Linguistic Studies, vol. 33, 2017, pp. 165-
175, http://www.linguisticstudies.org/home/linguistics-studies/volume-33/chronicles-reviews-and-summaries/
olomouc-ukrainistics-today-achievements-and-prospects.

86 Palii, Oksana, Olena Pohrebniak. “Suchasna perekladats’ka retseptsiia ukrains’koï literatury v Chekhii (Contemporary 
translations reception in Czech Republic).” Sultanivs’ki chytannia, №11, 2022, pp. 22-31, http://lib.pnu.edu.ua:8080/
handle/123456789/12655.

ic achievements, joint research projects, 
and published textbooks.84 It also or-
ganised readings at Ukrainian studies 
classes by guest lecturers from other uni-
versities (in particular, from Ukraine),85 
summer language schools in universities 
in Ukraine, and was generally responsible 
for active networking within the profes-
sional community.86

The cooperation between Ukrainian 
studies centres and the Ukrainian di-
aspora has two dimensions in Central 
and Eastern Europe. One of them is that 
the centres’ employees are often ethnic 
Ukrainians, either diaspora members or 
representatives of the Ukrainian nation-
al minority. This is also confirmed by the 
UI survey, in which respondents indicate 
that in most cases, Ukrainian studies, 
regardless of their organisational struc-
ture, have employees of Ukrainian origin. 
This fact leaves an imprint on the focus 
of the research projects of a number of 
centres, where literary studies, history 
and cultural studies have a clearly ex-
pressed local aspect, depending on the 
Ukrainian region of the scholar’s origin.
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Often it were the representatives of the 
Ukrainian minority or diaspora who played 
a decisive role in shaping Ukrainian stud-
ies in the countries of the region. There-
fore, it is not surprising that research and 
academic centres of Ukrainian studies 
actively cooperate with organisations of 
the Ukrainian diaspora, for example, the 
Union of Ukrainians in Romania, self-gov-
erning organisations of Ukrainian commu-
nities in Hungary (in particular, in Szeged 
and Nyíregyháza), the Czech Republic 
(Ukrainian Initiative in the Czech Repub-
lic, which, among other things, is engaged 
in the promotion of Ukrainian Studies),87 
Slovakia (the Union of Ruthenians-Ukrai-
nians of Slovakia and the Plast branch),88 
Bulgaria (Ukrainian diaspora organisa-
tions united in the Union of Ukrainian Or-
ganizations of Bulgaria Mother Ukraine) 
and others. However, such cooperation in 
most cases is not long-term, and is facili-
tated through individual contacts. In this 
context, the Podlaskie Scientific Institute 
in Poland stands out as it is the only ex-
ample in the region where the institution 
was created in 2017 by ethnic Ukrainians 
themselves, not as a public organisation, 
but for research purposes.

The large number of students from Ukraine 
represent both an opportunity and a chal-
lenge for the continued development 
of Ukrainian studies in the countries of 
the region. Thus, in four Czech universi-
ties, students from Ukraine mostly study 
in Ukrainian studies.89 At the same time, 

87 “Ukraïnskii molodi v Chekhiï – cheska ukraïnistyka! (Czech Ukrainian studies for Ukrainian youth in Czech Republic).” 
Ukrajinci.cz https://www.ukrajinci.cz/vsechny-aktuality/news+c29/nnnnn-n--nnn-a-nnn-+a6967.htm. 

88 Pelens’ka, Oksana. “Interes do ukrainistyky u Slovachchyni spadaie (Interest in Ukraine in Slovakia is declining).” Radio 
Svoboda, 29 Jan. 2016, https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/27519666.html.

89 Trehub, Hanna. “Ryta Kindlerova: ‘Bachu veletensku problemu v tomu, shcho pereklad ukrains’koї literatury 
zdebil’shoho povyazanyi z akademichnymy instytutsiyamy’” (Ryta Kindlerova: ‘I see a huge problem in the fact that 
the translation of Ukrainian literature is mainly connected with academic institutions’).” Tyzhden’, 27 May 2021, https://
tyzhden.ua/Culture/251972.

90 “Studia ukrainistyczne na Uniwersytecie Jagiellońskim”. Instytut Filologii Wschodniosłowiańskiej Uniwersytetu 
Jagiellońskiego, 22 Mar.2002, https://ifw.filg.uj.edu.pl/studia-ukrainistyczne-w-uniwersytecie-jagiellonskim.

many Polish students attend Ukrainian 
studies centres in Polish universities, and 
this considers not just the natives of the 
university’s regiond.90 Lastly, ethnic Ukrai-
nians, sometimes those who have been 
living in the states of the region for sev-
eral generations, also show an interest in 
Ukrainian studies (the example of the Uni-
versity of Prešov in Slovakia is illustrative).

Interestingly, the majority of UI survey re-
spondents, when asked about the dynam-
ics of the development of Ukrainian stud-
ies over the past five years, noted that in 
general neither the interest of the target 
audiences (students, but also politicians 
and other researchers), nor the number 
of events, nor the amount of funding has 
fundamentally changed. At the same time, 
other criteria for the development of such 
studies underwent changes, namely, the 
number of thematic publications of schol-
ars or analysts (increased), the number of 
students in the relevant fields (decreased). 
It is in fact due to the lack of students that 
the aforementioned Ukrainian studies 
programmes at the Banská Bystrica Uni-
versity in Slovakia and the University of 
Warmia and Mazury in Olsztyn and Szc-
zecin University in Poland were closed.

The issue of the lack of interest of students 
is directly related to the employment pros-
pects of graduates of Ukrainian studies in 
the CEE countries. On the one hand, some 
academic Ukrainianists suggest that in 
places where the Ukrainian diaspora lives 
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compactly, new departments of Ukrainian 
philology or Ukrainian studies with a 
broad profile should be created to train 
future teachers for schools with Ukrainian 
as the language of instruction91. On the 
other, the Slovak example of the decline 
of Ukrainian studies centres organised in 
this way shows that such a strategy is not 
very reliable.

Theoretically, graduates of Ukrainian 
studies programmes could work in the 
editorial offices of Ukrainian-language 
diaspora media abroad,92 as correspon-
dents with a focus on Ukrainian topics in 
the central media of their countries, in the 
tourism sector, etc. But such opportunities 

91 Lyzanets’, Petro. “Realizatsiia derzhavnoi movnoi polityky v Ukraïni, a takozh propahanda ta poshyrennia ukrainistyky 
za kordonom: problemy, zavdannia i perspektyvy (Realization of state language policy in Ukraine and the spread of 
Ukrainian studies abroad: problems, tasks, and perspectives).” Zakarpats’ki filolohichni studii. Vol. 1(3), 2018, pp. 25-30, 
https://dspace.uzhnu.edu.ua/jspui/handle/lib/24955. 

92 Ibid.
93 Trehub, Hanna. “Ryta Kindlerova: ‘Bachu veletensku problemu v tomu, shcho pereklad ukrains’koi literatury 

zdebil’shoho povyazanyi z akademichnymy instytutsiyamy’” (Rita Kindlerová: ‘I see a huge problem in the fact that 
the translation of Ukrainian literature is mainly connected with academic institutions’).” Tyzhden, 27 May 2021, https://
tyzhden.ua/Culture/251972.

94 Neborak, Bohdana. “Nashi kul’turni mosty: ukrainistyka Bolharii, Pol’shchi ta Chekhii (Our cultural bridges: Ukrainian 
studies in Bulgaria, Poland and Czech Republic).” Literatura na eksport: Chytomo export, 04 Aug. 2020, https://
export.chytomo.com/nashi-kulturni-mosty-ukrayinistyka-bolgariyi-polshhi-ta-chehiyi/.

are not always available, so, in general, the 
low interest of students in Ukrainian phi-
lology as a narrowly applied specialisation 
is understandable. Therefore, it is common 
for graduates of bachelor’s programmes in 
Ukrainian studies not always to enrol in 
master’s programmes in the same field93 
or to retrain immediately after completing 
their studies.94

As the example of the European Collegi-
um of Polish and Ukrainian Universities 
demonstrates, the threat of a centre of 
Ukrainian studies closing is not always a 
result of a lack of students, but rather a 
lack of funding. The case of Charles Uni-
versity in the Czech Republic is illustrative 

Many issues of the English-language magazine  “New Eastern Europe”, published by the College 
of Eastern Europe, were entirely devoted to Ukraine. 

Source: https://neweasterneurope.eu/past-issues/ 
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here. In 2015, the university planned to re-
duce the number of Ukrainian studies in-
structors due to a lack of funding. Only the 
active involvement of the diaspora NGO 
“Ukrainian initiative” and the Ukrainian 
embassy made it possible to maintain the 
existing staff thanks to grants from inter-
national organisations,95 which is prob-
ably a temporary solution. Additionally, 
in the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Poland 
and Hungary, the Visegrad Foundation96 
and other international organisations 
can financially support the education of 
Ukrainian students through individual 
scholarships or grants. According to the 
UI survey, lack of funding is one of the 
key problems faced by Ukrainian studies 
in the region, with some respondents em-
phasising that even the quality of research 
institutions’ expertise directly depends on 
the amount of funding.

After the full-scale invasion by Russia, 
numerous Ukrainian studies centres in 
the Central and Eastern Europe countries 
declared freezing cooperation with Rus-
sian and Belarusian universities and or-
ganised financial97 and humanitarian aid, 
but they also expressed their support for 
Ukrainians in a more targeted and point-
ed way. Such support is reflected, for ex-
ample, in five two-year scholarships for 
Ukrainian students (from the Faculty of 
Philosophy of Charles University, unex-
pectedly, in cooperation with the Russian 

95 Pelens’ka, Oksana. “Ukrainistyka v Chekhii pid zahrozoiu (Ukrainian Studies in Czech Republic are threatened).” Radio 
Svoboda. 19 Mar. 2015, https://www.radiosvoboda.org/a/26909998.html. 

96  Ibid.
97 “Support Ukraine.” Vilnius University, https://www.vu.lt/en/support-to-ukraine. 
98 “Stipendium Borise Němcova. Filozofická fakulta Univerzity Karlovy,“ https://ukraine.ff.cuni.cz/studium/chci-

studovat-ff-uk/stipendium-borise-nemcova/. 
99 “Universytet imeni Masaryka dopomahaie Ukraïni (Masaryk University helps Ukraine).” Masarykova univerzita, 

https://www.muni.cz/uk/universytet-imeni-masaryka-dopomahaye-ukrayini.
100 „Uniwersytet Warmińsko-Mazurski zatrudnił wykładowców z Ukrainy.“ TKO.pl, 21 Apr. 2022, https://tko.

pl/142299,2022,04,21,uniwersytet-warminsko-mazurski-zatrudnil-wykladowcow-z-ukrainy. 
101 “V červnu a červenci se fakulta učila ukrajinsky, v srpnu výuka pokračuje.“ Filozofická fakulta Univerzity Karlovy, 1 Aug. 

2022, https://www.ff.cuni.cz/2022/08/cervnu-cervenci-se-fakulta-ucila-ukrajinsky-srpnu-vyuka-pokracuje/?fbc
lid=IwAR1Sg3oyapyDychjuLckqMB-Vz7Ugo3gaeLcWcyH8E_-Mzw6gSVrC4k7l-o.

Boris Nemtsov Freedom Foundation and 
the Zimin Foundation), 98 assistance to 
the families of Ukrainian instructors,99 the 
opening of additional informal educa-
tional opportunities for Ukrainian youth 
(such as the Leadership Program of the 
Polish think tank Institute of Freedom, 
which is free for Ukrainians) and others. It 
is notable that even those higher educa-
tional institutions where Ukrainian stud-
ies centres no longer function continue to 
offer help to Ukrainians and Ukraine. For 
example, the Warmia and Mazury Uni-
versity in Olsztyn employed 12 Ukrainian 
instructors and provided shelter to their 
families.100

Against the backdrop of Russia’s war 
against Ukraine, it is natural to see a rise 
in interest in Ukrainian studies, which is 
already observed in the 2022/2023 aca-
demic year in the CEE countries, in par-
ticular, due to an unprecedented interest 
in Ukrainian language courses.101 Thus, we 
can anticipate the expansion of existing 
academic Ukrainian studies centres and 
the establishment of new centres. Addi-
tionally, the media are now more inter-
ested than ever in think tanks devoted to 
Ukrainian studies. Representatives of the 
latter noted in the UI survey that requests 
for additional comments, expert evalua-
tions, or professional explanations of the 
situation in and around Ukraine have in-
creased significantly. 
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Ukrainian studies centres in the countries of the former USSR began to emerge after 
1991. During Soviet times, it was believed that “national republics” should only be studied 
within their own borders, while Russian studies were present in all republics. In each of 
the states that were established after the collapse of the USSR, Ukrainian studies had to 
be founded from scratch. Since 1993, Moscow State University and St. Petersburg Univer-
sity began to offer the courses in Ukrainian language. At the same time, Moscow State 
Institute of International Relations, which is affiliated with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
of Russia, has taught Ukrainian as a second or third foreign language since 1996 and 
explains the need to study it by referring to the “formation of new states on the world 
political map after the collapse of the USSR.”102 However, despite their common roots 
in the Soviet experience, the development of Ukrainian studies in these countries varies 
due to their differing political priorities, levels of ideologisation, and academic freedom 
or, rather, the lack thereof.

102 “Shkola prepodavaniya ukrainskogo yazika (Ukrainian language teaching school).” MGIMO University, https://mgimo.
ru/languages/teaching/shkola-ukrainskogo.php?sphrase_id=41174193.
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Russian Federation

США Канада Австралія та Нова Зеландія Велика Британія

Австрія Німеччина Швейцарія Франція Італія  Іспанія

Швеція Норвегія  Фінляндія Нідерланди

Польща Чехія Словаччина

Румунія Угорщина Молдова

Китай Японія Південна Корея

Болгарія Хорватія Сербія Литва

Росія Білорусь Азербайджан Грузія Туреччина

In Russia, Ukrainian studies are relatively 
numerous. There they function as academ-
ic studies at state universities and have a 
philological as well as historical and cultural 
focus. Thus, today, six Russian universities 
have departments of Slavic Studies that 
teach Ukrainian language and literature, 
namely: Moscow State University named 
after M. Lomonosov, Voronezh State Uni-
versity, Moscow State Institute of Interna-
tional Relations of the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs of Russia, St. Petersburg State Uni-
versity, Russian State Humanities Universi-
ty in Moscow, and Moscow State Linguistic 
University, which also houses the Ukrainian 
Studies Centre. Three of the four centres of 
Ukrainian studies in Russia are devoted to 
the study of the history of Ukraine: the Cen-
tre of Ukrainian and Belarusian Studies 
at the Faculty of History of Moscow State 
University named after M. Lomonosov, the 

103 “Naukovo doslidnyi instytut ukrainoznavstva (National Research Institute of Ukrainianists).” 23 Apr. 2011, http://ndiu.
org.ua/index.php/2013-05-22-08-06-37/1583-2011-08-31-12-48-40.

Centre for the Study of the History of 
Ukraine at St. Petersburg State University, 
and the Centre for Ukrainian Studies of 
the Institute of Europe of the Russian Acad-
emy of Sciences.

In addition, a separate department of 
Ukrainian studies existed from 2003 to 
2014 at Belgorod University, but it was re-
named as the Department of International 
Relations, and later reorganised into the De-
partment of International Relations, Foreign 
Regional Studies and Political Science. The 
Russian State University for the Human-
ities branch in Ufa was actively engaged in 
Ukrainian studies. Its employees and at the 
same time representatives of the Interre-
gional Public Organization T. Shevchenko 
Scientific Society of Ukrainians established 
cooperation in 2011 with the National Re-
search Institute of Ukrainianists.103 From 
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2008 to 2014, the Centre of Ukrainian Stud-
ies was operational at the Southern Federal 
University in the city of Rostov-on-Don, con-
ducting research on Crimean Tatar-related 
topics.104

It is important to note that not only are 
there fewer Ukrainian studies centres in 
the Russian Federation than there are in 
Poland, Canada, and the USA, but also 
that the issues they focus on are narrow-
er, mostly ideologically conditioned, de-
pendent on the foreign policy priorities of 
Russia, and have little influence on political 
decision-making. As of the beginning of the 
Russian aggression in 2014, some research-
ers identified the lack of understanding of 
the need for the Ukrainian studies in the 
Russian Federation in general as the cru-
cial problem.105 The reasons for this could 
be the prevalence of ideas about a “single 
people” and “common historical destiny,” 
the absolutisation of the maxims of Rus-
sian historiography,106 or the belief that the 
Russian language is the optimal language 
of international communication in the re-
gion. Even as of 2019, not only research-
ers, but also propagandists recognised 
that Ukrainian studies in Russia remain in 
their infancy, there is a lack of knowledge 
and understanding of the political process-
es taking place in the neighbouring state, 
journalism overshadows research, and 
there is a significant asymmetric lag behind 
the Ukrainian studies in Western countries, 

104 “Neizvestnie sosedi. Pochemu v Rossii nauchnogo interesa k Ukraine kak ne bilo, tak i net (Unknown neighbors. Why 
Russia has not had a scholarly interest in Ukraine and still doesn’t?)” Zhurnal “Kommersant Vlast,” 19 May 2014, https://
www.kommersant.ru/doc/2470379.

105 Ibid.
106 For instance: “Tezisi o 300-letii vossoedineniya Ukraini s Rossiei 1654-1954 gg: odobreni Tsentralnim Komitetom 

Kommunisticheskoi partii Sovetskogo Soyuza (Theses on the 300th anniversary of the reunification of Ukraine with 
Russia 1654–1954: approved by Central Committee of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union).” Gos. isd-vo polit. 
lit-ry, 1954.

107 “Pochemu Rossiya ne ponimaet Ukrainu? Zametki na polyakh politicheskikh batalii (Why Russia doesn’t understand 
Ukraine. Notes on the battlefield).” Ukraina.ru, 26 Mar. 2019, https://ukraina.ru/20190326/1022894233.html.

108 “Neizvestnie sosedi. Pochemu v Rossii nauchnogo interesa k Ukraine kak ne bilo, tak i net (Unknown neighbors. Why 
Russia has not had a scholarly interest in Ukraine and still doesn’t?)” Zhurnal “Kommersant Vlast,” 19 May 2014, https://
www.kommersant.ru/doc/2470379.

primarily Poland.107 A lack of understand-
ing of importance of the studies led to a 
lack of demand, and a lack of career pros-
pects outside academia. Knowledge of the 
Ukrainian language was considered unnec-
essary even for employees of the diplomat-
ic service and was not encouraged in any 
way.108 As of the beginning of the Russian 
aggression in 2014, the Russian Federation 
had produced no more than a few dozen 
specialists who knew the Ukrainian lan-
guage, the majority of whom remained in 
academic institutions, rather than in diplo-
macy or politics.

Another problem faced by Ukrainian stud-
ies in the Russian Federation was chronic 
underfunding and reliance on the efforts 
of individual enthusiasts. Thus, since the 
1990s, the Centre of Ukrainian and Belar-
usian Studies headed by Professor Mikhail 
Dmitriev operated at Moscow State Univer-
sity named after Lomonosov. Only at the 
beginning of its activities it received limit-
ed support from the National Academy of 
Sciences of Ukraine and some Russian in-
stitutions, but in general it never obtained 
large-scale funding. The Centre relied on 
the initiative of the founder and freelance 
employees, and despite numerous efforts, 
it turned out to be impossible to introduce 
at least a special course on the history of 
Ukraine at the Faculty of History of Mos-
cow State University. St. Petersburg is an 
exception, with a long tradition of study-
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ing the history of Ukraine represented by 
the Centre for the Study of Ukrainian His-
tory, established and headed by Professor 
Tatyana Tairova-Yakovleva. It focused on 
purely academic activities, aimed at the 
publication of primary sources on the his-
tory of Ukraine of the Hetmanate period, 
a huge number of which are kept in St. Pe-
tersburg and Moscow, along with relevant 
research, conferences, student and post-
graduate exchanges. This centre also did 
not have stable funding (neither from the 
state nor from the university) and relied on 
small grants, but actively cooperated with 
Ukrainian institutions, such as Kyiv-Mohy-
la Academy, Kharkiv and Lviv universities, 
institutions of NASU, etc. Finally, in 2004, 
the Centre for Ukrainian Studies was es-
tablished as part of the Institute of Eu-
rope of the Russian Academy of Sciences, 
which mainly deals with the study of mod-
ern (Soviet, post-Soviet) history of Ukraine. 
Despite the hope that the entire Institute 
of Ukraine will grow out of it,109 there is still 
one permanent staff member at the cen-
tre, Viktor Mironenko. Finally, Professor 
Aleksei Miller from the European University 
in St. Petersburg, although not formally af-
filiated with any Ukrainian studies centre, 
in his personal capacity has had a mean-
ingful influence on the directions of the de-
velopment of the Ukrainian studies in Rus-
sia in recent decades, both in the field of 
academic research and in public discourse.

It is important to note that until 2014, 
the Ukrainian government demonstrated 
more active support for Ukrainian stud-
ies as well as for the development of ac-

109 Myronenko, Viktor. “Okean istoricheskogo nevezhestva. O nekotorikh problemakh sovremennoi rossiiskoi ukrainistiki 
(Ocean of historical arrogance. On some problems of contemporary Russian Ukrainian Studies).” Den’, 3 July 1996, 
https://day.kyiv.ua/ru/article/nota-bene/okean-istoricheskogo-nevezhestva.

110 Galina Lesnaya’s speech at the international conference “Russian-Ukrainian relations: realities and prospects” on 
June 26, 2013 in Moscow. “Kiev — Moskva. Ostrii dialog ‘Rossiisko-ukrainskie otnosheniya: realii i perspektivi’ (Kyiv-
Moscow. Sharp dialogue ‘Russian-Ukrainian relations: reality and prospects’).” Vidkrytyi Lis, 12 July 2013, https://www.
openforest.org.ua/18109/.

ademic and research ties in Russia than it 
did in North America and Europe. This was 
achieved through assisting Ukrainian in-
stitutions and the Embassy in the opening 
of centres, awarding state recognition to 
the rectors and professors at Russian uni-
versities, financing the National Cultural 
Centre of Ukraine in Moscow, supporting 
student exchanges, and facilitating joint 
events. However, such support was always 
insufficient for the full functioning of the 
Ukrainian studies in Russia.

The founding of the Russian Association 
of Ukrainian Studies in 2009 was expect-
ed to solve the problem of fragmentation 
and atomisation of individual centres and 
individual professors. It was an associa-
tion of instructors from more than 10 Rus-
sian universities. In addition to the institu-
tions of the Russian Academy of Sciences 
(Institute of Slavic Studies, Institute of Eu-
rope), Moscow and St. Petersburg univer-
sities, it included instructors from the uni-
versities of Belgorod (the department that 
since 2003 has been under the leadership 
of Prof. Oliynyk, and had the largest num-
ber of students), Ufa, Saratov, Tyumen, 
and Surgut; it was chaired by the philol-
ogist Galina Lesnaya. Between 2009 and 
2013, the association held three confer-
ences, although it complained about the 
lack of interest and support of Ukrainian 
colleagues, the impossibility of student 
and postgraduate exchanges, and the 
lack of opportunities for students to at-
tend Ukrainian language summer schools 
in Ukraine.110 Obviously, the association 
did not survive the Russian aggression of 
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2014; its website is not functional, and the 
last mention of its activities dates back to 
2013.

In addition, Russian centres of Ukrainian 
studies mainly had either a philological 
or a historical focus. The universities of 
the Russian Federation began to teach 
the Ukrainian language from 1993. Today, 
they teach it as a second or third foreign 
language, within the framework of short-
term classes based on Slavic philology 
centres at six universities. In a significant 
portion of these universities, instruction 
is designed for students to reach only the 
basic level of proficiency. The professors at 
the Moscow State University complained 
that in Russia there were no methods for 
teaching Ukrainian as a foreign language, 
so they developed them from scratch, 
even for basic levels of language profi-
ciency. 111 Employees at the Centre of Slavic 
Philology of the Voronezh State Universi-
ty emphasise that the time allotted by the 
Ministry of Education of the Russian Fed-
eration to the study of Ukrainian is not 
sufficient: “two semesters allow students 
only to get acquainted with Slavic lan-
guages, but not to learn them.”112

When it comes to the studies in history, 
great difficulties emerge as Russian and 
Ukrainian historians have different views 
and interpretations on most issues of com-
mon history, and certain events, especial-
ly in the history of the 20th century, where 
these views are diametrically opposed. 
Russian historians work primarily on topics 
that emphasise the commonality of histor-

111 “Dlya stran SNG izdali uchebnik ukrainskogo yazika na russkom (For the CIS countries, a Ukrainian language textbook 
was published in Russian).” Liga. Novosti, 21 Oct. 2010, https://news.liga.net/society/news/dlya-stran-sng-izdali-
uchebnik-ukrainskogo-yazyka-na-russkom.

112 “Uchebnii tsentr slavyanskoi filologii (Educational Center for Slavic Philology).” Voronezhskii gosudarstvennii universitet, 
https://www.phil.vsu.ru/structure/centers/slavphil.html.

113 “Neizvestnie sosedi. Pochemu v Rossii nauchnogo interesa k Ukraine kak ne bilo, tak i net (Unknown neighbors. Why 
Russia has not had a scholarly interest in Ukraine and still doesn’t?)” Zhurnal “Kommersant Vlast,” 19 May 2014, https://
www.kommersant.ru/doc/2470379.

ical and political agendas, while Ukrainians 
emphasise their differences. Thus, one of 
the key areas of research of the Centre for 
Ukrainian Studies at the Institute of Europe 
of the Russian Academy of Sciences was 
the development of the concept of the joint 
modernisation of Ukraine and the Russian 
Federation. The study of the history of 
Ukraine at the Department of Post-Soviet 
Foreign Countries of the Russian State Uni-
versity for Humanities, focuses on the pro-
cesses of reintegration of post-Soviet coun-
tries. Among dozens of joint projects of the 
Centre for Ukrainian and Belarusian Stud-
ies at the Moscow State University, with the 
Centre of Ukrainian Studies at the Institute 
of Europe of the Russian Academy of Sci-
ences, there was the conference “Ukraine 
and Russia: history and the image of histo-
ry,” and a roundtable devoted to the study 
of the history of Ukraine that emphasised 
the narratives of “common history” and of 
“single people.” Therefore, the work of the 
most productive centres concerned the 
publication of sources from earlier cen-
turies, and the closing of “blind spots” in 
mutual awareness. Another important di-
rection was establishing a dialogue be-
tween Ukrainian and Russian historians 
regarding the most controversial issues of 
bilateral relations. Since 2003, a joint Rus-
sian-Ukrainian commission of historians 
(at the highest level of the academies of 
sciences of both countries) has attempt-
ed to develop methodological manuals for 
teachers in Russian and Ukrainian schools, 
the book Ukraine Through the Eyes of Rus-
sian Historians (written, but not yet pub-
lished). 113
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In general, prominent Russian Ukraini-
anists consider the decade 2003–2013 to 
have been the heyday of Russian Ukrainian 
studies. During that time, a significant 
number of archival documents were pub-
lished, many joint seminars and confer-
ences were held, and new research centres 
were formed (for example, the Centre for 
the History of Ukraine and Belarus in the 
Department of Comparative Historical 
Studies of Post-Soviet Countries, at the 
Institute of World History of the Russian 
Academy of Sciences, the aforementioned 
Centre for Ukrainian Studies at the Insti-
tute of Europe of the Russian Academy of 
Sciences, and the Department of Post-So-
viet Countries at the Russian State Hu-
manitarian University, the Russian Associ-
ation of Ukrainian Studies, etc.). 114

However, on the eve of the Russian armed 
aggression in Crimea and Eastern Ukraine, 
the historical focus of Ukrainian studies in 
the Russian Federation inevitably adopted 
an active propaganda role, as well as with 
the instrumentalization of history in the 
foreign and domestic policy of the Russian 
authoritarian regime. Thus, Russian pol-
iticians advocated the creation and de-
velopment of Russian Ukrainian studies, 
mainly in order to combat “false” histori-
cal narratives.115 In 2009, the commission 
of the President of the Russian Federation 
to counter attempts to falsify history to 
the detriment of Russia’s interests was cre-
ated and chaired by Sergey Naryshkin, at 
that time the head of the Presidential Ad-
ministration (liquidated in 2012). However, 

114 Tairova, Tatyana, Viktor Ishchenko. “Sovremennoe sostoyanie ukrainistiki v Rossii i perspektivi sotrudnichestva s 
ukrainskimi istorikami (State of the arts of Ukrainian studies in Russia and perspectives of collaboration with Ukrainian 
historians).” Vestnik RAN, 2020, Vol 90 (1), pp. 89-93, http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:reV
BPj7fXXgJ:https://sciencejournals.ru/view-article/?j%3Dvestnik%26y%3D2020%26v%3D90%26n%3D1%26a%3D
Vestnik2001013Tairova&hl=uk&gl=ua&strip=1&vwsrc=0.

115 “Pochemu Rossiya ne ponimaet Ukrainu? Zametki na polyakh politicheskikh batalii (Why Russia doesn’t understand 
Ukraine. Notes on the battlefield).” Ukraina.ru, 26 Mar. 2019, https://ukraina.ru/20190326/1022894233.html; 
“Kosachev: Rossiya dolzhna sozdavat sobstvennuyu ukrainistiku (Kosachev: Russia should establish contemporary 
Ukrainian studies).” Ukraina.ru, 4 Feb. 2019, https://ukraina.ru/20190304/1022879978.html?in=t. 

later on, the same Naryshkin became the 
head of the Russian Historical Society and 
was again concerned with the teaching of 
the history of neighbouring countries, and 
the ideological unification of school histo-
ry teaching in the Russian Federation. The 
pseudo-historical article by the President 
of the Russian Federation Putin “On the 
historical unity of Russians and Ukraini-
ans,” completely subordinated to an ideo-
logical justification of a full-scale invasion 
in 2022, can be considered a general sum-
mary of how Ukrainian studies centres 
functioned under the conditions of the 
authoritarian regime of the Russian Fed-
eration, and its aggressive foreign policy 
priorities.

Political and ideological engagement has 
been even more pronounced in interpreta-
tions of recent history and analysis of for-
eign policy of Ukraine. It has been monop-
olised by ideologues without professional 
training, or by institutions such as the In-
stitute of CIS countries or the Russian In-
stitute for Strategic Studies, which often in 
their “analysis” started off with the premises 
that the existence of Ukrainian statehood 
as such was impractical, that historical or 
cultural grounds for it were absent, and 
that its reintegration with Russia was inevi-
table. Through this, they not only made any 
dialogue impossible, but also misled their 
own government. After the annexation of 
Crimea and the war in the East of Ukraine, 
and especially after the full-scale aggres-
sion of February 2022, a wide variety of 
state and state-controlled research centres 

86  Russia, Eastern Europe, Caucasus

http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:reVBPj7fXXgJ:https://sciencejournals.ru/view-article/?j%3Dvestnik%26y%3D2020%26v%3D90%26n%3D1%26a%3DVestnik2001013Tairova&hl=uk&gl=ua&strip=1&vwsrc=0
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:reVBPj7fXXgJ:https://sciencejournals.ru/view-article/?j%3Dvestnik%26y%3D2020%26v%3D90%26n%3D1%26a%3DVestnik2001013Tairova&hl=uk&gl=ua&strip=1&vwsrc=0
http://webcache.googleusercontent.com/search?q=cache:reVBPj7fXXgJ:https://sciencejournals.ru/view-article/?j%3Dvestnik%26y%3D2020%26v%3D90%26n%3D1%26a%3DVestnik2001013Tairova&hl=uk&gl=ua&strip=1&vwsrc=0
https://ukraina.ru/20190326/1022894233.html
https://ukraina.ru/20190304/1022879978.html?in=t


Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar Studies in the World: Problems, Needs, Perspectives

and analytical centres mostly joined in with 
the information and propaganda support 
for the Russian aggression. For example, 
the double issue of the magazine “Russia in 
Global Affairs” for May/June 2018 was one 
of the attempts to intellectually approach 
the problems, but it was burdened by po-
litical priorities, by discourses established 
in favour of Russian interpretation. It also 
creates a narrative consistent with the po-
litical goals of the Russian state. However, 
against the background of the general pov-
erty of Russian Ukrainian studies, Ukraini-
anists recognise the publication of such a 
collection as an important breakthrough.116 
The functioning centres focus on tradition-
al philological and ethnographic represen-
tation of Ukrainians through the stereo-
typed descriptions of folk culture and daily 
life. Thus, during the full-scale invasion, the 
Centre for Ukrainian Studies of the Mos-
cow State Linguistic University held a fes-
tival where it presented Ukrainian culture 
through the prism of traditional crafts 
and primitive gastronomic stereotypes: 
“Of course, they treated participants to 
Ukrainian product No. 1, pork belly with rye 
bread and pickles.”117

Back in 2014, most of the connections 
and exchanges between Russian and 
Ukrainian institutions were terminated, 
and the specialised association and the in-
terstate commission of historians ceased 
their activities. The Centre for the Study of 
Ukrainian History at St. Petersburg State 

116 Myronenko, Viktor. “Ponyat Ukrainu. Sostoyanie rossiiskoi ukrainistiki (Understanding Ukraine. State of the arts of the 
contemporary Ukrainian studies).” Nauchno-analiticheskii vestnik IE RAN, №6 , 2018, pp. 177 – 181. 

117 “Festival’ kultur — 2022 (Festival of cultures – 2022).” Tsentr ukrainistiki MGLU, 30 May 2022, https://linguanet.ru/
sotrudnichestvo/otdel-po-yazykam-i-kulture-gosudarstv-uchastnikov-sng-i-sh0s/tsentr-ukrainistiki/novosti-
tsentra.php?ELEMENT_ID=10945.

118 Korobova, Elesaveta. “Inache fashizm vozroditsya — seti o nedopustimosti perepisivaniya istorii (Or else fascism will 
resurrect – web on the unacceptability of rewriting history).” IA Regnum, 22 June 2022, https://regnum.ru/news/
polit/3626538.html.

119 “Rossiya i Novii global’nii poryadok (Russia and the new global order).” Institut Yevropi RAN, 27 July 2022, https://www.
instituteofeurope.ru/nauchnaya-zhizn/novosti/item/27062022-2?highlight=WyJcdTA0M2ZcdTA0NDNcdTA0M
2JcdTA0MzVcdTA0NDBcdTA0MzgiXQ==.

University was closed, and its head, who 
was probably the only top Ukrainianist in 
Russia publicly condemning the aggres-
sion, was dismissed from the university 
itself and from the Russian Academy of 
Sciences.118 Therefore, Ukrainian studies in 
Russia will have to be re-established after 
the war.

A separate important problem is that of 
the conservative (both methodological-
ly and substantially) content and often 
bluntly political and ideological inclina-
tions of regional, in particular Slavic and 
Eastern European Studies in universities 
and research centres of the Russian Fed-
eration, which indirectly affects Ukrainian 
studies in other countries. Many Western 
specialists, who are also engaged in the 
study of Ukraine choose to study in Rus-
sia and to do internships and student 
exchanges there. Therefore, they can be 
vulnerable to the influence of Russian in-
terpretations and narratives regarding 
Ukraine, its history, language, and politics. 
This influences their close academic ties 
with Russian educational institutions and 
explains the prevalence of Russian narra-
tives among Eastern Europe researchers 
in the US and Europe. Representatives of 
these Russian centres also actively partic-
ipate in international events concerning 
Ukraine as bearers of objective knowledge, 
while providing information in accordance 
with Russian narratives, and sometimes 
even propaganda-based theses.119
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As for other former republics of the USSR, 
on the one hand, they share the post-So-
viet challenge of creating Ukrainian stud-
ies centres from scratch, and on the other 
hand, they are, to a greater or lesser ex-
tent, objects of the Russian soft power 
expansion, the CIS region being one of its 
geographical priorities. The latter is evi-
dent in the number of efforts at spreading 
and teaching the Russian language, at the 
intensification of academic and student 
exchanges with Russian universities, and 
at popularising and strengthening Rus-
sian culture in general.120 However, despite 
their shared initial conditions, the devel-
opment of Ukrainian studies in Georgia or 
Moldova is different from their situation 
in Belarus or Azerbaijan.

120 Study of the cultural diplomacy institutions of the 
Russian Federation, Ukrainian Institute, 2022, https://
ui.org.ua/en/sectors-en/en-projects/en-research-
analytics/study-on-russian-cultural-diplomacy-
institutions/.
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We did not find centres of Ukrainian stud-
ies in the countries of Central Asia. With 
the exception of numerous cultural cen-
tres of the diaspora, and primary and sec-
ondary schools in Kazakhstan, we have 
not been able to find language studies in 
Central Asia.121 Despite the fact that stu-
dents from Uzbekistan, Tajikistan, and 
Turkmenistan often go to Ukraine to pur-
sue higher education, there are no lan-
guage courses in those countries. Also, de-
spite the large Crimean Tatar diaspora in 
Uzbekistan, Crimean Tatar language and 
culture are studied there only at the level 
of associations and cultural centres.122

In Belarus and Azerbaijan, Ukrainian stud-
ies are currently represented by individual 
centres at state universities with a focus 
on the study of the Ukrainian language, 
literature, and culture. The Ukrainian lan-
guage is taught in Belarus as a separate 
specialisation at the Department of The-
oretical and Slavic Linguistics of the Be-
larusian State University. Among the dis-
ciplines, a special role is assigned to the 
study of the history of the Ukrainian lan-
guage, within which the works of Ukrainian 
authors from Hryhorii Skovoroda to Lesya 
Ukrainka are studied. The methodical lit-
erature of the course consists mostly of 
Soviet manuals.123

As it appears from the analysis of pub-
lic activity, Ukrainian culture is also quite 
narrowly represented in Azerbaijan, at 
the Ukrainian Cultural and Educational 
Centre of the Baku Slavic University which 

121 “Ukrainski hromady Kazakhstanu (Ukrainian communities in Kazakhstan).” Posolstvo Ukrainy v Respublitsi Kazakhstan 
(Embassy of Ukraine in the Republic of Kazakhstan), 7 May 2020, https://kazakhstan.mfa.gov.ua/ru/5011-
ukrajinsyki-gromadi-kazahstanu.

122 “Krymski tatary v Uzbekystani (Crimean Tatars in Uzbekistan).” Posolstvo Ukraїny v Respublitsi Uzbekystan (Embassy 
of Ukraine in the Republic of Uzbekistan), 20 Dec. 2021, https://uzbekistan.mfa.gov.ua/spivrobitnictvo/krimski-
tatari-v-uzbekistani.

123 “Navchalna prohrama z istorii ukrainskoi literaturnoi movy (The curriculum on the history of Ukrainian language).” 
Ministerstvo osvity respubliky Bilorus’ (Ministry of Education of the Republic of Belarus), 2011, https://core.ac.uk/
download/pdf/290214066.pdf.

was created with the assistance of the 
Embassy of Ukraine. The centre engages 
in teaching the Ukrainian language and 
studying Ukrainian and Azerbaijani cultur-
al heritage. It also popularises Ukrainian 
culture; however, it presents it through 
study of traditional clothes and the musi-
cal accompaniment of the Slovyanochka 
ensemble. This view of Ukrainian culture 
is due to the noticeable Russian influence 
in the university, given that it maintains 
an official page in Russian and has devel-
oped Russian studies. Four of its depart-
ments are dedicated to Russian language 
and literary studies. Besides, Vladimir Pu-
tin is an honorary doctor there.

Collection of research papers “Ukrainian-
Moldovan Ethnocultural relations”.
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Bălți State University, named after Alecu 
Russo and its Department of Slavic Stud-
ies at the Faculty of Philology is the high-
er educational institution in the Republic 
of Moldova where it is possible to study 
Ukrainian language and culture. Educa-
tion is available for students from the Re-
public of Moldova and Ukraine on a free 
basis, or with the possibility of receiving a 
scholarship. The Centre for Ukrainian Lan-
guage and Culture also operates at the 
university in Bălți. Instead, research-based 
Ukrainian studies are represented in Mol-
dova through the activities of the Insti-
tute of Cultural Heritage, where studies 
of ethnic minorities from an ethnologi-
cal perspective are devoted to Ukrainian 
topics. Since the beginning of the 1990s, 
Kostiantyn Popovych, a scholar and aca-
demic of the Academy of Sciences of Mol-
dova, famous Ukrainian and Moldovan 
literary critic, engaged in the development 
of Ukrainian studies in Moldova. In honour 
of his memory, since 2012, “International 
academic readings in memory of academ-
ic Kostiantyn Popovych” have been held. 
Several collections of academic works 
under the title “Ukrainian-Moldovan eth-
no-cultural ties” have been published in 
different years in aftermath.124 Separate-
ly, we should mention the so-called “Prid-
nestrovian Moldovan Republic” in the 
Republic of Moldova, where Ukrainian is 
one of the official languages. The Transn-
istrian State University has a Department 
of Ukrainian Language and a centre of 
Ukrainian culture, where education is pro-
vided in the Ukrainian language. Students 

124 “Ucheni NAN Ukrainy zustrilys’ iz ukrainistom Katerynoiu Kozhukhar iz Moldovy (Scientists of National Academy of 
National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine met the Ukrainianist Katherine Kozhukhar from Moldova).” Povidomlennia 
NAN Ukrainyy, 13 June 2019, https://www.nas.gov.ua/UA/Messages/Pages/View.aspx?MessageID=5153.

125 Grytsyk, Ludmyla. “Modeli hruzynskoi ukrainistyky: Otar Bakanidze (Models of Georgian Ukrainian Studies: Otar 
Bakanidze).” Slovo y Chas, 2019, http://dspace.nbuv.gov.ua/bitstream/handle/123456789/170795/14-Hrytsyk.
pdf?sequence=1.

126 Grytsyk, Ludmyla. “Ukrainoznavstvo v Hruzii: shliakhy rozvytku, problemy, perspektyvy (Ukrainian studies in Georgia: 
paths of development, problems, and perspectives),” http://archive.ndiu.org.ua/fulltext.html?id=2329.

are offered full-time and part-time under-
graduate studies in Ukrainian philology.

Ukrainian studies in Georgia owe their de-
velopment to Otar Bakanidze, a Russian-
ist by education, who has devoted half his 
life to Ukrainian studies.125 In Georgia, the 
Research Institute of Ukrainian Studies 
named after Professor Otar Bakanidze of 
Tbilisi State University, in its turn named 
after Ivane Javakhishvili, focuses on bi-
lateral cultural relations between Ukraine 
and Georgia, the literary and cultural re-
lations and interconnections between 
the Ukrainian and Georgian cultures, and 
the Caucasian periods of life and works 
of Ukrainian authors. Students study the 
language, history, and culture of Ukraine. 
Among the problems articulated by the 
team is the lack of support for their activ-
ities from Ukraine for new academic proj-
ects, collective publications, translations 
of scientific and literary literature, and the 
publication of dictionaries.126
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Full-fledged Ukrainian studies in Tur-
key were established quite recently since 
an attempt to initiate the learning of 
the Ukrainian language in Ankara in the 
1990s failed due to the lack of interest 
from potential students.127 To this day, 
there are no institutionalised Ukrainian 
studies in the capital of Turkey. As the 
result, the Chair of Ukrainian Studies 
at the Department of Slavic Languages   
and Literature (formerly the Department 
of Russian Studies) at Istanbul University 
was the first one. It was founded only in 
2017, and the first 8 bachelor graduates 
received diplomas in Ukrainian Studies in 
2022.128 The undergraduate programme, 

127 Shafak, Kateryna. “Yak vyvchaiut’ ukrains’ku movu v Stambul’s’komu universyteti (How Ukrainian language is studied 
in Istanbul University).” Ukr-Ayna, 2 June 2019, https://www.ukr-ayna.com/uk/yak-vivchayut-ukrayins-ku-movu-v-
stambul-s-komu-universiteti/.

128 Budnyk, Ol’ha. “Mariana Barchuk-Halyk, vykladachka viddilennia ukrainistyky Stambul’skoho universytetu. Dlia turkiv 
vyvchaty ukrainsku movu – tse ekzotyka ta velykyi vyklyk, ale popyt zrostaie z roku v rik (Maryana Barchuck-Galyck, 
instructor of the department of Ukrainian studies of Istanbul University. For the Turkish, studying Ukrainian is exoticism 
and a huge challenge, but the demand is rising from year to year.)” Urinform, 18 July 2022, https://www.ukrinform.ua/
rubric-diaspora/3531565-marana-barcukgalik-vikladacka-viddilenna-ukrainistiki-stambulskogo-universitetu.
html; Oslavska, Svitlana. “Bosfor klekotyt: khto vyvchaie i vykladaie ukrainsku movu v Turechchyn (Bosfor is roaring: 
who is learning and teaching Ukrainian in Turkey).” Hromadske, 7 Apr. 2018, https://hromadske.ua/posts/ukrainska-
mova-v-turechchini.
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where up to 20 students enroll every year, 
offers classes in translation, Ukrainian 
history, language, culture, and literature. 
The professors of the department pre-
pared the textbook “Ukrainian language 
for Turkish-speaking students. Basic level.” 
There is currently no opportunity to ob-
tain a master’s degree due to the lack of 
a sufficient number of qualified academic 
personnel.

Since 2016, Eurasian Studies at Karabük 
University, thanks to the availability of 
two specialists, have offered classes on 
Turkish-Ukrainian relations, language pol-
icy in Ukraine, and political transforma-
tions in Ukraine after 2014. Since 2018, stu-
dents have had an opportunity to study 
the Ukrainian language at the elementary 
level. The university cooperates with the 
Vasyl Stefanyk Precarpathian National 
University, where it organises a Ukrainian 
language summer school for Turkish stu-
dents.

There are no individual Crimean Tatar 
Studies centres in Turkey. There are three 
universities that offer Crimean Tatar lan-
guage studies, but these lack any connec-
tion to Ukraine and have mainly followed 

a philological approach to the study of 
Turkic languages and dialects. Examples 
include the Department of Modern Tur-
kic Dialects and Literatures at Ankara 
Hacı Bayram Veli University (Crimean Ta-
tar language and literature courses), the 
Department of Modern Turkic Dialects 
and Literatures at Kastamonu Universi-
ty (Crimean Tatar language and literature 
courses), and the Department of Turkish 
language and Literature (the Crimean 
Tatar language) at Ordu University. Deep-
er non-philological studies of the Crimean 
Tatar subject remain the work of individ-
ual researchers who have created associ-
ations such as the Crimean Studies Net-
work.

While in the last few years the institution-
alised study of the Ukrainian language 
has begun at least at the elementary lev-
els, Russian or regional studies continue to 
dominate in Turkish academia at the lev-
el of historical and political studies, where 
Ukraine is a non-priority object of study. 
After the beginning of the full-scale ag-
gression, attention to Ukrainian topics in-
creased dramatically, but due to the lack 
of institutionalised expertise, it is mainly 
limited to expert comments and to par-
ticipation in public events by individu-
al scholars, Ukraine being not their main 
specialisation. Examples include the Cen-
ter for Russian Studies at Bilkent Univer-
sity, founded in 1998, which focuses on 
Russian, Eurasian, and Eastern European 
studies. Although Ukraine falls within its 
geographical scope, the centre has never 
had a full-fledged Ukrainianist compo-
nent. And despite regular public events, 
many of which in 2022 have been dedicat-
ed to Ukraine, it is difficult to consider it 
a full-fledged centre of Ukrainian studies. 
A similar example is the Center for Black 
Sea and Central Asia at Middle East Tech-
nical University, founded in 1992, which 

Opening of the Chair of Ukrainian Studies 
at the Department of Slavic Languages and 
Literature at Istanbul University.
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examines Ukraine in passing in the context 
of the Russian-Ukrainian war as well as of 
Turkey’s role in it. Ukraine-related publica-
tions appear more regularly in the Center 
for Eurasian Studies, which focuses on 
the study of regions strategically import-
ant for Turkey, in particular the countries 
of the Black Sea basin. Despite its lack of 
full-fledged Ukrainian studies, the centre 
regularly publishes articles by Ukrainian 
researchers in its journal Eurasian World, 
and periodically publishes its own studies 
that consider the Ukrainian context.

In the end, the lack of Ukrainian studies 
centres is partially filled by activist diaspo-
ra initiatives, for example, the Ukrainian 
Union in Ankara created and actively pro-
motes the online platform Ukraynaca 
Öğreniyorum (“I’m learning Ukrainian”) 
for the learning of Ukrainian as a foreign 
language. Since 1955, the General Center 
for Culture and Mutual Assistance of the 
Crimean Turks has been operating in An-
kara. It aims for the preservation and de-
velopment of the Crimean Tatar language 
and culture, as well as offering mutual as-
sistance to the Crimean Tatars in Turkey. 
The centre teaches the Crimean Tatar lan-
guage, and organises numerous events on 
the topic of Crimean Tatar culture, history, 
etc.

Therefore, the biggest problem of 
Ukrainian studies in Turkey remains their 
weak and late institutionalisation, which 
is contingent on the fact that the real in-
terest of universities or research centres 
and students arose only after 2014 and 
especially after the full-scale Russian ag-
gression of 2022. The chair of Ukrainian 
studies at the Department of Slavic Lan-
guages and Literatures of Istanbul Uni-
versity remains the pioneering institution-
alised centre. The rest of the universities or 
research centres strongly depend on the 

activities and research interests of individ-
ual researchers or on the spikes in short-
term interest of specialists in related top-
ics caused by the war. As expected, Turkish 
Ukrainian studies face the challenges of 
scarcity of relevant literature, a lack of 
personnel, the complex bureaucratic pro-
cedures of the Council of Higher Educa-
tion for opening new departments and 
approving academic programmes, the 
need for additional funding and scholar-
ships for students, and the need to reach 
broader circles of Turkish society through 
the media, to overcome the lingering ef-
fects of the dominance of the pro-Rus-
sian focus in the studies of previous de-
cades. A separate problem is the lack of 
Ukrainian-speaking experts and academ-
ics who could research the history and 
modernity of Ukraine from original sourc-
es, and not through the prism of Soviet or 
Russian influence.

 

A Ukrainian language textbook for Turkish-
speaking students, written by professors at 
the Chair of Ukrainian Studies at Istanbul 
University and published in 2022.
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EAST ASIA

Ukrainian studies in East Asia fall outside the traditional geography of Ukrainian studies, 
and remain relatively little known in Ukraine, but there are some quite significant and 
dynamic centres in at least three countries of the region: the People’s Republic of China, 
Japan, and the Republic of Korea.
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The onset of Ukrainian studies in the Peo-
ple’s Republic of China can be dated to 
the second half of the 20th century, after 
the USSR and the People’s Republic of Chi-
na signed a bilateral treaty of friendship 
and mutual assistance in February 1950. 
In the same year, the Faculty of Russian 
Language was opened at Wuhan Univer-
sity, and already in 1964, against the back-
ground of worsening Soviet-Chinese rela-
tions, the first section of Ukrainian studies 
in China was founded at Wuhan University 
(it functioned intermittently during Soviet 
times). For a long time, the section was the 
only specialised centre of Ukrainian stud-
ies in China, and today it remains the lead-
ing Chinese Ukrainian studies centre129.

With the collapse of the USSR in 1991, 
the development of Ukrainian studies in 
China received a new impetus. Thus, the 
section mentioned above was reorgan-
ised into the Ukrainian Research Centre 
at the Institute of Foreign Languages of 
Wuhan University. The centre gradually 
expanded the spectrum of Ukrainian-re-
lated research to include science, tech-
nology, history, culture, and literature. In 
1993, the centre opened an elective class 
of the Ukrainian language, and in 1995, 
it started teaching Ukrainian as the pri-
mary language, and published the first 
Ukrainian-Chinese phrasebook in the PRC. 
In 1996, it published the first Ukrainian 
language textbook. Employees of the cen-
tre actively participated in internation-
al congresses, symposia and conferences 
of Ukrainianists, and initiated exchange 
programmes.130 In 2007, as a result of the 
strengthening of Russian soft power in 
China, the centre was reorganised into 

129  Koshovyi, Serhii., Tian Yuan, Liu Zaiqi, Kuang Zengjun. “Tsentr doslidzhennia Ukrainy pry Ukhans’komu universyteti: 
istoriia ta suchasnist’ (Center of research on Ukraine at Wuhan University: history and modernity).” Ukraїna-Kytai, №14, 
2018, https://sinologist.com.ua/koshovyj-s-tyan-yuan-lyu-tszajtszy-kuan-tszentszyun-tsentr-doslidzhennya-
ukrayiny-pry-uhanskomu-universyteti-istoriya-ta-suchasnist/.

130  Ibid.

the Center for the Study of Russia and 
Ukraine, and its employees were assigned 
to the Faculty of Russian Language. After 
2007, the centre again began to teach the 
Ukrainian language as an elective at the 
elementary level for a few (5-7) students 
per year, although in academic year 2019-
2020 the elective was not offered at all. 
The centre also actively works as an an-
alytical centre for regional development 
strategies within the framework of the Belt 
and Road initiative, carries out historical 
and geographical research into the “Great 
Tea Road,” including in Ukraine, and pro-
vides advisory services. A significant re-
vival of the Ukrainian component was 
observed after the appointment of Tian 
Yuan as the head of the centre at the end 
of 2019.

Beijing University of Foreign Languages 
has had Ukrainian as a second foreign 
language since 2003, and as a first for-
eign language since 2017. In 2016, it es-
tablished the Center for the Study of 
Ukraine as part of the Russian Language 
Institute of the university, to intensify 
Ukrainian-Chinese educational coopera-
tion. This institutional separation made it 
possible to ensure cooperation with Ivan 
Franko National University of Lviv. Until 
2021, the centre had no separate premises 
and equipment; since 2019 and as of to-
day, its head and the only teacher of the 
Ukrainian language is Lao Huasia, a grad-
uate of the Lviv Polytechnic National Uni-
versity.

On October 5, 2007, Shanghai Interna-
tional Studies University   became the sec-
ond educational institution of the Peo-
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ple’s Republic of China which opened the 
specialisation in “Ukrainian language and 
literature” during Ukraine’s early days 
of independence (at the faculty of Rus-
sian language and literature). In October 
2015, due to the increasing relevance of 
Ukrainian studies in connection with Rus-
sian aggression, the Centre for Ukrainian 
Studies was opened at the University. The 
tasks of the centre include the creation 
of a platform for Ukrainian studies and 
academic exchanges with Ukraine, con-
ducting research activities by teachers of 
Ukrainian language and literature, and 
the training of highly qualified specialists 

in Ukrainian language and literature for 
the implementation of the Belt and Road 
strategy. In December 2017, the Faculty 
of Russian Language and Literature was 
reorganised into the Institute of Russia 
and Eurasia, which united three faculties: 
those covering the Russian language, the 
languages of Eastern and Central Europe 
(the Ukrainian language is studied in this 
faculty), and the languages of Central 
Asia. As of the beginning of 2022, 11 Chi-
nese students were learning the Ukrainian 
language at the Shanghai International 
Studies University, with two professors.

The signing of the strategic partnership 
agreement between Ukraine and China in 
2011 gave impetus to the development of 
Ukrainian studies in China. After 2014, the 
Revolution of Dignity and the beginning of 
the war in Ukraine increased the relevance 
of Ukrainian studies and contributed to 
their expansion. For example, Dalian Uni-
versity of Foreign Languages opened the 
Centre for Ukrainian Studies in 2014 and 
began teaching the Ukrainian language 
in 2019. Tianjin Foreign Studies Universi-
ty opened the Centre for Ukrainian-Chi-
nese Cultural Relations in 2014. In 2017, it 
was renamed as the Centre for Ukrainian 
Studies, one of the achievements of which 
was the publication in 2018 of Taras 
Shevchenko’s poetry anthology under the 
title “Father of the Spirit of the Ukrainian 
People.” It started teaching the Ukrainian 
language in 2017. In 2020, in accordance 
with the Cooperative Educational Agree-
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ment between the Petro Tchaikovsky Na-
tional Music Academy of Ukraine and 
Hengshui University, the latter founded 
the Petro Tchaikovsky International Acad-
emy of Music and Arts. Since then, among 
other subjects, the academy has taught 
the Ukrainian language to its students. 
In 2021, an arts club for the study of the 
Ukrainian language was opened at the In-
stitute of Languages and Media of the An-
hui University of Finance and Economics, 
and this university signed a cooperation 
agreement with the Southern Ukrainian 
National Pedagogical University named 
after K. D. Ushinskyi (Odesa).

As of today, centres of Ukrainian studies 
and/or the study of the Ukrainian lan-
guage are also functional at the universi-
ties of foreign languages in Xi’an, Harbin, 
and Nanjing; in Harbin Engineering Uni-
versity, Zhejiang Pedagogical University 
(Jinhua), East China Pedagogical Univer-
sity (Shanghai), Heilongjiang University 
(Harbin), Harbin Institute of Commerce, 
and Shaanxi Vocational and Technical In-
stitute (Xian).

On the other hand, the gradual expan-
sion of Ukrainian studies constantly en-
countered resistance from lobbyists for 
the development of Russian studies, and 
there were obstacles of a political nature, 
which limit the ambitions of cooperation 
between local Ukrainian studies centres 
and Ukrainian partners and state organ-
isations. It is noteworthy that none of the 
Chinese centres of Ukrainian studies filled 
out the questionnaire of the Ukrainian In-
stitute, so we do not have direct data from 
the Chinese Ukrainianists themselves re-
garding their main problems and needs. 
One of the main Chinese requests for the 
further development of existing Ukrainian 
studies, as articulated in their contacts 
with diplomatic representations and 
Ukrainian partners, is the need to obtain 

Ukrainian language and literature materi-
al for study, in particular textbooks of the 
Ukrainian language as a foreign language, 
Chinese translations of outstanding works 
of Ukrainian literature, or books about the 
history, geography, and culture of Ukraine 
in Chinese in general. Currently, such a re-
quest is satisfied only partially by the ef-
forts of Ukrainian partners or diplomatic 
missions. Discussions on the need to cre-
ate a Chinese association of Ukrainianists 
have been initiated, and since 2021, Chi-
nese Ukrainianists have already started 
holding joint public events. 
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The peculiarity of Ukrainian studies in Ja-
pan and the Republic of Korea is that they 
emerged with state support in the latter 
half of the 1990s and are institutionally 
rooted in universities. Here, we are refer-
ring to separate centres that are largely 
isolated from one another, where individ-
ual prominent researchers play a key role. 
As in other countries, Ukrainian studies in 
the Republic of Korea and Japan had to 
demonstrate their separation from Rus-
sian studies, with the influence of Russian 
studies in the academic environment hav-
ing been and remaining quite significant. 
The official support of the Ukrainian state 
is also essential for the activities of these 
centres. Symbolic diplomatic and official 
gestures are no less important than finan-
cial support. Local centres feel a significant 
lack of attention from the Western-cen-
tric Ukrainian academic environment. Be-
sides, the language barrier and the weak 
development of these countries’ studies in 
Ukraine are also noticeable obstacles.

The key factor in the emergence of 
Ukrainian studies in Japan and South Ko-

131 “Professor Okabe Yoshihiko,” Kobe Gakuin University, The Faculty of Economics, Department of Economics, https://
kenkyu-web.kobegakuin.ac.jp/Profiles/1/0000058/profile.html?lang=en.

rea is the globalisation and the need for 
these countries to enter new markets. 
Ukraine and its market are interesting for 
economic cooperation due to the geo-
graphical location of the country, its rich 
resources, technology, and agriculture. 
Thus, Ukrainian studies in the Republic of 
Korea and in Japan, in addition to their 
academic function, also operate in the 
field of cultural diplomacy, acquainting 
the local society and business representa-
tives with Ukraine. At the same time, eth-
nographic direction remains the most no-
ticeable aspect in the representation and 
the research of Ukraine as the respective 
societies tend to focus on traditional cul-
ture.

Kobe Gakuin University is the leading uni-
versity for the study of Japanese-Ukrainian 
relations. Professor Yoshihiko Okabe spe-
cialises in Ukrainian studies, with an em-
phasis on Japanese-Ukrainian relations, 
and teaches economic history, paying spe-
cial attention to Ukraine.131 He also chairs 
the Association of Ukrainian Studies in 
Japan, founded in 1994. The association 

Japan 
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holds conferences and other education-
al and academic events, and awards rec-
ognition to the best research in Ukrainian 
studies. Students (about 70 each year) can 
familiarise themselves with a wide range 
of issues related to the culture, histo-
ry, and political development of Ukraine. 
The university is establishing contact 
with Ukrainian universities. Specifically, it 
signed memoranda of cooperation and 
student exchanges with the Vasyl Stefa-
nyk Prykarpatsky National University and 
the West Ukrainian National University 
(Ternopil).132 Although these memoranda 
are rather symbolic in nature and do not 
necessarily lead to regular cooperation, 
they still contribute to mutual knowledge 
and to holding joint meetings and events 
online. It is worth noting that it was thanks 
to the active position of Professor Yoshihi-
ko Okabe that Japanese Ukrainian studies 
were noted in Ukraine.

Ukrainian studies at the Tokyo Institute 
of Foreign Languages are represented by 
the activities of Professor Hidehiko Naka-
zawa, a Slavicist who is also fluent in the 
Ukrainian language. Back in 2016, the in-
stitute signed a memorandum with the 
Ivan Franko National University of Lviv, 
in particular regarding student exchange, 
and at the same time the Global Japan 
Office in Lviv was opened.133 After the full-
scale invasion of Russia, in April-May 2022, 
Professor Hidehiko Nakazawa conducted 
free online courses on Ukrainian language 
and culture for about 70 Japanese civ-

132 “Spivpratsia z Yaponiieiu (Сooperation with Japan).” Zakhidnoukrainskyi natsionalnyi universytet, 26 May 2021, 
https://www.wunu.edu.ua/news/20172-pdpisannja-memorandumu.html.

133 “Urochyste vidkryttia predstavnytstva Tokiiskoho universytetu inozemnykh mov Global Japan Office (Ceremonial 
opening of the representative office of the Tokyo University of Foreign Languages Global Japan Office).” Lvivskyi 
Universytet, 13 September 2017, https://lnu.edu.ua/urochyste-vidkryttya-predstavnytstva-tokijskoho-
universytetu-inozemnyh-mov-global-japan-office/.

134 “Tokyo University of Foreign Studies to offer free Ukrainian language course.” The Japan News, 14 Apr. 2022, https://
japannews.yomiuri.co.jp/society/general-news/20220414-20452/.

135 Gerasymchuk, Serhiy, Nadiya Bureiko. Perceptions of Ukraine Abroad. Japan. 2020, https://ui.org.ua/en/sectors-en/
en-projects/en-research-analytics/perception-of-ukraine-in-japan/.

il servants and business representatives 
dealing with Ukrainian refugees.134 Also, 
Ukrainian studies as a part of Slavic stud-
ies are presented in the Slavic-Eurasian 
Research Center of Hokkaido University 
(founded in 1953 as part of the Faculty of 
Law, received independent status in 1978) 
and the Japan Society for the Study of 
Slavic Languages and Literatures (found-
ed in 1984). 

It is worth noting that the interest in 
Ukraine was growing even prior to the 
large-scale invasion, in particular the num-
ber of students and events increased. At 
the same time, awareness of Ukraine re-
mains relatively low, and the main associ-
ations Japanese people have with Ukraine 
are war and Chornobyl catastrophe.135 The 
events of February 2022 contributed to an 
increase in media coverage of Ukraine, as 
well as the demand for Ukraine-specific 
expertise among media outlets and state 
institutions. This will contribute to the de-
velopment of Ukrainian studies, but the 
support and attention of the Ukrainian 
government are also crucial. The latter will 
lend “prestige” to the studies and attest to 
their significance in bilateral relations. The 
remaining objective is to establish a per-
manent and regular, as opposed to spo-
radic, class on the history of Ukraine and 
the Ukrainian language.
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Republic of Korea began to develop re-
gional studies in the 1990s, similar to other 
countries in the region. Likewise, this was 
determined by globalisation and Korea’s 
entry into the global market. Prior to that, 
beginning in the 1950s, only an interest in 
American and Chinese societies grew. Late 
in the 1970s, in response to the govern-
ment’s initiative to address security threats, 
Slavic studies emerged. The primary focus 
was on Russian studies and the study of 
Soviet statehood. Accordingly, university 
programmes produced specialists in Rus-
sian studies.136 The Orange Revolution in 
2004 marked a turning point for Ukrainian 
studies in the Republic of Korea. Ukrainian 
topics began to appear in Korean mass 
media, it became apparent that Ukraine is 
an independent state, and the American 
government’s support for Ukraine piqued 
the interest of Korean society in Ukraine’s 
political developments. In 2004, the Ko-
rean Association for Ukrainian Studies 
was founded, and at that time it includ-
ed about 20 academics. The association 

136 Joung Ho Park, “The Implications of Ukrainian Studies in Korea.” CIUS-Archives, 18 Nov. 2010, https://cius-archives.ca/ 
items/show/2085. 

holds annual conferences. In 2009, it pub-
lished the book “Understanding Ukraine” 
and a Korean-Ukrainian dictionary.

The establishment of the state-funded 
Department of Ukrainian Language at 
the Hankuk University of Foreign Studies 
in 2009, was extremely important. Profes-
sor Sogu Gong, who is the only specialist 
in Ukrainian studies in Korea (others are 
specialists in Russian studies) became 
the chair of the department. The depart-
ment also employs Ukrainian speakers 
and Ukrainian nationals, thus ensuring a 
high standard of teaching. The depart-
ment consists of 5 professors and lectur-
ers, who cover a wide range of topics, from 
language and literature to history, poli-
tics, and economics. It focuses on train-
ing local experts of Ukraine (the bache-
lor’s programme enrols up to 20 students 
each year). The department also conducts 
research on Ukrainian topics and public 
events. The annual publication of the aca-
demic journal Korean Journal of Ukrainian 

Republic of Korea
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Studies  by the department is an import-
ant tool for the advancement of Ukrainian 
studies. Publications are multidisciplinary 
and pertain to both Ukraine and its neigh-
bouring countries.

At the same time, interest in Ukrainian 
studies and Ukraine in general is quite 
limited, and had been declining before 
February 2022, as evidenced by the de-
crease in the number of students interest-
ed in enrolling in Ukrainian studies. Part 
of the reason is the lack of support from 
the Ukrainian state, the lack of interest of 
the Ukrainian academic community, and 
the lack of funding for student exchang-
es to support Korean students who come 
to study in Ukraine. After February 2022, 
Ukrainian symbols became more recog-
nisable in the Republic of Korea, and the 
media coverage of events in Ukraine grew. 
In the meantime, the prospects for the de-
velopment of the discipline are quite lim-
ited. Korean expert Joung Ho Park notes 
the great economic potential of coopera-
tion between Ukraine and the Republic of 
Korea, given Ukraine’s status as a region-
al leader and its possession of rich natural 
resources.137 Ukrainian studies can serve as 
the first step to getting to know the coun-
try, and as the basis for training special-
ists, making them an important element of 
bilateral cooperation. 

137 Joung Ho Park “The Implications of Ukrainian Studies in Korea.” CIUS-Archives, 18 Nov. 2010, https://cius-archives.ca/ 
items/show/2085.

Academic journal “Korean Journal of 
Ukrainian Studies”.
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Ukrainian studies in Australia differ from 
those in other countries due to the coun-
try’s distance from the European conti-
nent and its multiculturalism. This creates 
a double problem for Ukrainian studies: 
ensuring equality with Russian studies as a 
subject of study and emphasising the val-
ue of Slavic studies to the geographically 
remote Australian society.

Slavic studies in Australian universities be-
gan to develop only in the late 1940s. Until 
1960, they had operated only at the Uni-
versity of Melbourne and the Australian 
National University. In the late 1960s and 
1970s, Russian and Slavic studies, in one 
shape or another, appeared in as many 
as six universities in Australia,138 but they 
focused on the Russian language, and 
research was limited to Russian sources. 
Until the 1980s, Ukrainian language, like 

138 Clarke, Jonathan. “Ukrainian Studies at Monash University – an Historical Introduction.” Journal of Ukrainian Studies, 
vol. 10, no. 1, 1985, pp. 3-5.

139 In general, there were two waves of Ukrainian migration to Australia, one at the beginning and the first half of the 20th 
century, when Ukrainians arrived via the Far East and China (several thousand Ukrainians in total), and the migration 
after the Second World War, primarily via displaced persons camps in Europe.

other Slavic languages   (except Russian), 
did not have the status of an individual 
university discipline, and it was perceived 
exclusively as the language of communi-
cation of a separate group of migrants, 
so it was taught only in Ukrainian Sunday 
schools. In 1975, the School Examination 
Board of the State of Victoria included 
two Baltic and four Slavic languages, in-
cluding Ukrainian, in the list of possible 
subjects for the school graduation exam-
ination. This opened up the possibility of 
including Ukrainian language in university 
programs.

As in the case of the USA and Canada, the 
development of Ukrainian studies is con-
tingent upon the communities of Ukraini-
ans who moved to Australia after World 
War II.139 Today, the Ukrainian diaspo-
ra in Australia comprises about 38,000 
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people,140 mainly in the states of Victoria 
and New South Wales. Since mid-1970s, 
Ukrainian organisations have been ac-
tively campaigning for the opening of 
Ukrainian studies centres at the univer-
sity level. For this purpose, the Ukrainian 
Studies Foundation in Australia was cre-
ated in 1974. The foundation’s goal is to 
promote knowledge about Ukraine, so it 
provides grants and scholarships, supports 
the publication of books and the organi-
sation of events, but most importantly, it 
promotes the introduction of Ukraine-re-
lated topics into university curricula and 
research projects. With its support, Mac-
quarie University, Flinders University in 
Adelaide, and Monash University in Mel-
bourne have held seminars and summer 
courses on Ukrainian studies since 1978. 
And in 1983, with the financial support of 
the Foundation, Macquarie University in 
Sydney opened a permanent programme 
of Ukrainian studies, the Ukrainian Stud-
ies Centre. Later, the funding of the pro-
gramme was transferred to the university 
administration.141

The Foundation also supported the open-
ing of the Ukrainian Studies Program 
at the Monash University in Melbourne, 
which was initiated by the Association 

140 “Ukraïntsi v Avstraliï (Ukrainians in Australia).” Embassy of Ukraine in Australia. 7 May 2020 https://australia.mfa.gov.
ua/spivrobitnictvo/320-ukrajinci-v-avstraliji.

141 Haı-̌Nyzhnyk, Pavlo. “Zapochatkuvannia ta rozvytok ukraïnoznavchykh doslidzhen’ v Avstraliï u druhiı ̌ polovyni XX 
st. (Founding and development of Ukrainian studies research in Australia during the second half of the XX century).” 
Hileia. Vol 79 (12), 2013, pp 155 – 157.

142  Ibid.

of Ukrainians in Victoria. In 1982, the 
Association of Ukrainians submitted a 
plan for the creation and financing of 
the Ukrainian Studies Lectureship to the 
Monash University. It was to be funded by 
the Association’s fund. This is how the first 
three-year university course on Ukrainian 
language and literature in Australia ap-
peared (the first lecturer was Marko 
Pavlyshyn). At that time, the university re-
structured the department of Slavic lan-
guages   (which had previously been the 
department of Russian Studies) and ex-
panded the number of languages   offered 
at the department.

In order to finance university-lev-
el Ukrainian studies, the Association of 
Ukrainians in Victoria established the 
Ukrainian Studies Support Fund in 1986, 
which collected funds for the Mykola Ze-
rov Centre for Ukrainian Studies. The 
centre offered educational programmes 
in Ukrainian language and literature, 
conducted research in Ukrainian literary 
studies and linguistics, published books, 
organised conferences, maintained ties 
with Ukrainian, American, and Canadian 
centres of Ukrainian studies, and provid-
ed scholarships to Ukrainian scholars and 
postgraduate students.142
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The Ukrainian Studies Centre at the Mac-
quarie University and Mykola Zerov Cen-
tre at the Monash University have long 
been the main centres for the study of 
Ukraine in Australia, but they are no lon-
ger functioning. The reason behind the 
closure of the Macquarie University Cen-
tre in 2009 was the lack of attention and 
support from the university. The Ukrainian 
programme at the Monash University was 
closed in 2020 due to the education sec-
tor crisis caused by the coronavirus epi-
demic. The university resorted to closing 
programmes that did not recruit the min-
imum number of students, including the 
Ukrainian programme, which had low stu-
dent interest, despite the fact that exter-
nal funding was available. Currently, the 
Ukrainian Studies Fund is directing its ef-
forts to open a position for a lecturer in 
Ukrainian at the School of Historical and 
Philosophical Studies at the University of 
Melbourne, which has expressed interest 
in launching a Ukrainian programme be-
fore 2022.

Today, Ukrainian studies in Australia and 
New Zealand are most often represent-
ed by one or two researchers (Dr. Sonia 
Mytsyk, Australian National University, Dr. 
Olha Boichak, University of Sydney, Prof. 
Nataliia Chaban, University of Canterbury 
in New Zealand), who in one way or anoth-
er engage with Ukrainian topics as part of 
wider disciplines/institutions. The network 
organisation of these researchers is the 
Ukrainian Studies Association of Austra-
lia and New Zealand, established in Mel-
bourne in 1990. In cooperation with the 
Association of Communist and Post-Com-
munist Studies, the Ukrainian Studies As-
sociation publishes an annual academic 
bulletin on Slavic and Eastern European 
Studies. Ukrainian studies have tradition-
ally been limited to language studies, but 
this approach is gradually changing. In 
this context, it is worth mentioning the re-

search centre SITADHub, or Social Impact 
and Democracy Research Hub, founded 
in 2016 with private funds and donations 
as a research centre of the University of 
Technology in Sydney. SITADHub focuses 
on sociological and political science proj-
ects on the topic of migration, Ukraine’s 
democratisation process, diaspora, and 
politics, and participates in joint projects 
with European universities and research 
centres.

Respondents to the Ukrainian Institute’s 
online survey reported a significant in-
crease in the interest in Ukrainian topics 
among local and international media and 
the general public, as well as an increase 
in demand for the expertise of Ukraini-
anists at the level of state institutions. Si-
multaneouslyc, the small number of stu-
dents and their low interest in specialising 
in Ukrainian studies remain a problem. 
Among the main factors hindering the de-
velopment of the studies are the lack of 
employment opportunities, as well as the 
lack of attention and support from the 
Australian government. At the same time, 
the interviewees noted that after Febru-
ary 2022, the number of opportunities for 
financing projects from Ukrainian studies 
increased. Ukrainian authorities are ex-
pected to strengthen communication be-
tween various centres of Ukrainian stud-
ies abroad and those in Ukraine, including 
organising joint research projects, confer-
ences and exchanges, seminars, as well as 
strengthening cooperation with the diplo-
matic corps. 
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The full-scale attack on Ukraine by Rus-
sia in February 2022 catalysed the 
long-overdue review of the role and 
place of Ukrainian studies abroad, in 
particular the need to spread knowledge 
about Ukraine in the world and promote 
Ukrainian narratives in the information 
spaces of foreign countries. Firstly, for-
eign academic and analytical expertise 
on Ukraine revealed its limitations in the 
conditions of the war and encapsulated 
the increasing demand for information 
about Ukrainian history, politics, culture, 
and language. Numerous media comments 
and public speeches were made by re-
searchers whose primary area of expertise 
was not Ukrainian studies. Consequently, 
their interpretations of events were based 
on preconceived conclusions and ideas, 
leading to erroneous assessments of the 
situation in Ukraine and its relations with 
Russia. Secondly, the growth in interest 
led to an explosion of new initiatives 
and opportunities for both specialists 
from Ukraine and those interested in 
the country, such as Ukrainian language 
courses, online lectures or discussion clubs, 
and new scholarships and support pro-
grammes for Ukrainian students or re-
searchers. As a result, after the full-scale 
invasion, this study by the Ukrainian Insti-
tute, which was started in 2021, and ded-

icated to the current situation and needs 
of Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar studies in 
the world, acquired additional relevance.

The findings of our study indicate that 
a large network of small- and large-
scale organisations that can be called 
Ukrainian studies centres already exists: 
we discovered more than 160 such centres 
of Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar studies in 
about 30 countries of the world. Despite 
the apparently large number, this network 
is extremely heterogeneous in size and lev-
el of institutionalisation, unevenly distrib-
uted geographically, and very different 
in content, methods, and goals. In other 
words, there are extensive organisational, 
human, and informational resources re-
lated to Ukrainian studies outside the bor-
ders of Ukraine, but due to their diversity, 
the Ukrainian state will have to choose 
different approaches for cooperation with 
and support of various types of centres in 
different countries.

We can trace the emergence of Ukrainian 
studies abroad to the time of the first 
mass political emigration of Ukrainians 
after the defeat of the national move-
ment in the struggle against the Bolsheviks 
during the years 1917–1921. At that time, a 
number of centres opened, for example, 
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in the Czechoslovak Republic and France. 
The next, much stronger, wave of politi-
cal emigration swept through the Western 
world after World War II, and the occupa-
tion of the western regions of Ukraine by 
the Soviet Union. In many ways, the task 
of these centres was to justify the sep-
arateness and independence of Ukraine 
as such, which could affect their themat-
ic focus. These Ukrainian studies centres 
primarily dealt with historical, cultural, 
and linguistic issues in the national con-
text. Ultimately, Ukraine’s declaration of 
independence, and later the Orange Rev-
olution and the Revolution of Dignity, had 
a decisive influence on the perception of 
Ukraine as an important factor in Euro-
pean history and politics. Since then, the 
number of Ukrainian studies centres has 
been slowly growing around the world.

According to our observations, the de-
velopment of Ukrainian studies has been 
most successful in democratic coun-
tries with a large and well-organized 
Ukrainian diaspora (the United States 
and Canada) or with close historical ties 
to Ukraine (Poland). Both factors make 
the centres relevant and provide them 
with organisation, funding, and an audi-
ence. However, the very fact of the dias-
pora’s presence does not guarantee the 
presence of powerful Ukrainian studies 
centres: other factors are also important, 
for example, political priorities regarding 
the development of relations either with 
Ukraine or with the Eastern European re-
gion in general, which affect state funding 
and the development of relevant centres 
(Poland, Germany). In countries with a 
smaller or “younger” diaspora and polit-

143 In Brazil we found only two centres, both of which have courses in the Ukrainian language at universities in the Parana 
state in Brazil. The presence of Ukrainian studies centres in the region is, again, connected with a large Ukrainian 
diaspora, counting thousands of people, which explains the fact that Ukrainian is an official language of one of its 
municipalities (Prudentopolis).

ical attention to other regions or players, 
for example, in France or Italy, Ukrainian 
studies develop more unevenly and are 
significantly inferior to the Russian ones. 
Several countries neighbouring Ukraine 
(such as Romania, Slovakia, and Hungary) 
have a significant Ukrainian diaspora or 
minority, but relatively limited Ukrainian 
studies due to the low priority of bilat-
eral relations and the lack of developed 
Romanian, Slovak or Hungarian studies 
in Ukraine. The thesis about the non-lin-
earity of the connection between the di-
aspora and the Ukrainian studies cen-
tres is demonstrated by how academic 
Ukrainian studies in Slovakia, mostly lin-
guistic, are gradually declining in parallel 
with the assimilation of the Ukrainian mi-
nority (although it is noteworthy that the 
attention of think tanks is growing), the 
fact that in Australia several important 
diaspora-sponsored centres have been 
forced to close in recent years, and the 
fact that in Brazil (and in Latin America in 
general) the significant size of the diaspo-
ra correlates poorly with the rather weak 
representation of Ukrainian studies.143 The 
situation is a little better in the Scandi-
navian countries, where the opening of 
Ukrainian studies has become a recent 
phenomenon that is actually unrelated to 
the activities of the diaspora as such and 
has a social science character rather than 
a linguistic and cultural one, due to the 
growing interest in the Eastern European 
region and Ukraine in particular.

In the democratic countries of East Asia, 
Japan, and the Republic of Korea, after 
Ukraine’s declaration of independence, 
a fairly active development of Ukrainian 
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studies was observed, fuelled by Ukraine’s 
access to global markets, and opportuni-
ties for cooperation with these countries. 
Centres in Japan and Korea, however, un-
fortunately, in many respects, function 
without enough attention from Ukraine. 
In authoritarian China, Ukrainian studies 
developed following a different scenar-
io. In recent decades, more than a dozen 
centres, mostly language-oriented, have 
opened there, with a view to furthering 
global Chinese projects such as “One Belt, 
One Road.” However, despite occasion-
al cooperation with Ukrainian universi-
ties, the Chinese community of Ukrainian 
scholars exists relatively isolated and is 
reluctant to make contact (despite our 
repeated attempts, none of the Chinese 
centres took part in the survey).

Ukrainian studies in Russia have also 
followed a peculiar trajectory. To begin 
with, they started to be established there 
only after the collapse of the Soviet Union, 
but to a very limited extent and, with rare 
exceptions, under pressure from estab-
lished historical concepts and even propa-
gandistic postulates, which complicated 
the dialogue. Despite constant attempts 
to establish ties with the Ukrainian aca-
demic environment, primarily in the field 
of history, after the Russian aggression 
of 2014, not to speak of the full-scale war 
of 2022, Ukrainian studies in the Russian 
Federation completely declined. The bur-
den of the Soviet legacy, when Ukrainian 
studies were practically not seen outside 
the Ukrainian SSR, is also felt by other 
states that emerged from the ruins of 
the USSR. They have begun to develop 
Ukrainian studies in recent decades, and 
more successfully when they chose a more 
pro-European vector of development 
(Georgia, Moldova), unlike, for example, 
the countries of Central Asia, where, say, 
the presence of a Ukrainian minority in 

Kazakhstan did not contribute to the de-
velopment of Ukrainian studies.

At the same time, in many countries of the 
Global South – from Latin America, Afri-
ca, and the Middle East to South, South-
east, and Central Asia – neither the dias-
pora factor nor the political priority factor 
plays a significant role, so we found virtu-
ally no Ukrainian studies centres there. 
It is possible that the new Ukrainian for-
eign policy course for the development 
of relations with the countries of the 
Global South will lead to a sufficient level 
of mutual interest for the opening of new 
centres, although the scope of challenges 
due to a less favourable academic envi-
ronment and the entrenchment of many 
Russian narratives of a historical and cul-
tural nature is quite broad and will require 
the investment of considerable material 
and organisational resources.

A noticeable share of the Ukrainian stud-
ies centres we analysed are affiliated with 
centres, departments or programmes 
that specialise in regional, in particu-
lar Eastern European or Slavic, studies. 
Institutionally, such centres often origi-
nate from various centres founded for the 
study of the Soviet Union or Russia, which 
emerged back in the time of the Cold War. 
Such centres traditionally emphasised the 
study of Russian perspectives and visions, 
which turned out to be a difficult challenge 
after the collapse of the USSR, when fifteen 
different states emerged in its place. Most 
respondents agreed that such regional 
studies centres, at least before the start of 
the full-scale war, were mainly focused on 
the study of Russian history, politics, and 
language, and, accordingly, had a tenden-
cy to assimilate and spread pro-Russian 
narratives about the politics and culture 
of these states, including Ukraine. In the 
international community of Ukrainianists, 

107 Conclusion



Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar Studies in the World: Problems, Needs, Perspectives

there is a widespread belief in the exis-
tence of an urgent need to reconceptual-
ise such studies by the academic commu-
nity to foreground the voices from other 
countries and cultures of the region. As a 
result, in 2022, the academic environment 
initiated the process of reviewing this pat-
tern. Resistance to the “decolonisation” 
of Eastern European and Slavic studies is 
found not only among Russianists but also 
among their sympathisers in the Western 
academy. Even among our respondents, 
a significant number expressed the belief 
that Russian studies are objectively more 
significant than others. The biggest prob-
lem for Ukrainian studies is not so much 
the active attention of the Western aca-
demic community to Russia, and Russian 
history and culture as such, but the fact 
that Eastern European and Slavic studies 
overwhelmingly foreground Russian stud-
ies, while ignoring more than a dozen oth-
er countries and cultures or interpreting 
them from a Russian perspective.

Crimean Tatar studies are in a similar sit-
uation. The few centres that we managed 
to discover are not institutionally connect-
ed with Ukrainian studies and function as 
a component of wider Turkic studies of 
a mainly linguistic nature. Most of them 
are located in Turkey, where the several 
million Crimean Tatar diaspora lives. In 
addition, our study has revealed individ-
ual projects on Crimean Tatar topics in 
the USA, Canada, Great Britain, Croatia, 
and Poland, dedicated to the culture, his-
tory, or language of the Crimean Tatars. 
On the one hand, such an organisation 
is logical because of the close ties with-
in the Turkic world and, in particular, be-
tween Turkey and the Crimean Tatar peo-
ple. On the other hand, the separation of 
these centres from Ukrainian issues (with 
rare exceptions, such as in the centre of 
Ukrainian studies in Cambridge, where Dr 
Rory Finnin demonstrates precisely such 

Ukrainian-Crimean Tatar connections) 
prevents the establishment of a clear as-
sociation between Ukraine, Crimean Ta-
tars, and Crimea. In fact, the incorporation 
of Crimean Tatar studies would be logical 
both for Ukrainian and Eastern European 
studies.

Although the number of Ukrainian studies 
centres in the world has recently increased 
(as already noted, most intensively after 
the political upheavals of 1991, 2004 and 
2014), this growth should not overshad-
ow the fact that some Ukrainian studies 
centres have begun to close (France, Ita-
ly, Australia), and in some countries they 
have reached their maximum potential 
for development and require additional 
support. Respondents cite a lack of fund-
ing as one of the biggest problems, but 
this simple definition often encompasses 
a number of trends. Sometimes, the lack 
of funding is caused by the low interest of 
students or universities, in particular, due 
to the lack of clear employment prospects 
for Ukrainianists, as compared, for exam-
ple, to Russianists. This is not only due to 
the above-mentioned dominance of Rus-
sian studies over Ukrainian ones in most 
regional studies, but also because the Rus-
sian Federation and, for example, Poland 
and Hungary give the centres more effec-
tive targeted support, while such funding 
by the Ukrainian state is practically ab-
sent. Meanwhile, another factor at play is 
the widespread, sometimes narrow, focus 
of Ukrainian studies on conservative ele-
ments of Ukrainian culture, with the em-
phasis on language or cultural studies.

On the other hand, the problem of a lack 
of job opportunities reflects the global 
trend of the weakening position of edu-
cation in the Humanities. Specializing in 
the Humanities increasingly leads to few-
er career prospects, especially when com-
pared to the exact or applied sciences. 
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These processes are also strengthened by 
the further commercialisation of educa-
tion, which leads to decreasing funding of 
those areas that are less in demand in the 
modern economy, and as such lose pop-
ularity among those seeking education. 
However, even in challenging structur-
al situations, the centres that enjoy state 
support both for individual projects and 
for sustainable operations have a better 
chance of survival and development. 

Another important feature of Ukrainian 
studies centres on different continents 
is a high degree of personalisation, i.e., 
dependence on active and influential en-
thusiasts who act as active promoters of 
Ukrainian studies, such as historian And-
rii Portnov at the European University of 
Viadrina, Japanese Ukrainianist Yoshihiko 
Okabe, or Italian literary critic Alessan-
dro Aquilli. The reason for the personali-
sation of the centres may lie, among other 
things, in the limitations in funding. After 
all, in their answers to the questionnaire, 
representatives of the centres reported 
the pressure to close or the impossibility of 
opening new positions precisely because 
of the lack of budgetary funds. In addi-
tion, a large number of Ukrainian studies 
researchers work in separate positions or 
post-doctoral positions outside Ukrainian 
studies centres proper, so we did not in-
clude them in our analysis since we were 
specifically focusing on organisations. In-
dividual researchers and instructors can 
be more flexible and continue to study 
Ukraine, regardless of their affiliation with 
a particular university or centre. However, 
instability, the dependence of the centres 
on the activity of individual researchers, 
and weak institutionalisation can turn out 
to be harmful in the long term, because af-
ter the researchers or instructors depart or 
change their interests, such centres or re-
search activities will be in danger of being 
closed.

In general, representatives of Ukrainian 
studies centres expect a more active in-
volvement of the Ukrainian state: in our 
survey, respondents repeatedly made this 
statement. Meanwhile, their requests vary 
depending on the type of centre, and the 
resources available to them in the host 
country. Mainly, they focus on the need for 
financial support: from one-time financ-
ing of individual projects to systemic, full-
fledged institutional support. The needs 
of language teaching centres, for example, 
also vary from the specific, such as the pro-
vision of educational literature, to the sys-
temic, such as the need for a practical pro-
gramme on the spread of the Ukrainian 
language abroad, and a system of certifi-
cation of knowledge of the Ukrainian lan-
guage as a foreign language with corre-
sponding exams. For broader academic or 
analytical organisations, the issue of grant 
funding for publications and public events 
is more relevant. Some centres seek at least 
more active interaction with Ukrainian 
representatives abroad, which would add 
respectability and prestige to them in the 
eyes of audiences or universities.

Considering the problems described 
above, it is necessary to understand the 
geographical and thematic priorities of 
further development, and the desirable 
status of Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar 
studies in the world, as well as an ap-
propriate strategy for its achievement. 
The elements of such a strategy should 
answer the most urgent questions, for ex-
ample, how exactly to separate Ukrainian 
studies from Russian ones institutional-
ly and methodologically; in what ways to 
promote their further institutionalisation; 
what will be the best and most realistic 
ways for the Ukrainian state to provide fi-
nancial support; and which countries and 
regions should be prioritised in receiving 
such funding or support for teaching and 
research positions.

109 Conclusion



Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar Studies in the World: Problems, Needs, Perspectives

Although such a strategy will vary from 
country to country, it can be argued that 
priority should be given to those centres 
that take a broad view of Ukraine’s place 
in Europe and the world, find a balance 
between covering Ukrainian history, 
culture, politics, and economy, demon-
strate Ukraine’s global connections 
with the world, and which apply mod-
ern methodological approaches. They 
have the best chance of institutionalisa-
tion, success among their students, and 
the spread of an open, inclusive image of 
Ukraine in the eyes of foreign audiences, 
and it is precisely such programmes that 
need the external support of Ukraine’s 
public and cultural diplomacy. 

Foreign universities and analytical cen-
tres, as well as international funds that 
provide research grants, are no less sig-
nificant than the Ukrainian government 
in this field. Only through collaboration 
is it possible to strengthen Ukrainian 
studies centres, and here the Ukrainian 
government’s policies regarding the pro-
motion of Ukrainian studies can play a 
guiding role. As long as the resources of 
the Ukrainian state for providing long-
term institutional support to Ukrainian 
studies are extremely limited, especially 
under the conditions of war, and as long 
as the aforementioned strategy and cri-
teria for supporting individual centres 
have not been established, it is important 
to support and direct the project activi-
ties of Ukrainian studies centres through 
the use of appropriate programmes. This 
will strengthen the capacity of Ukrainian 
studies centres and make them more 
visible. Such is the Lysiak-Rudnytsky 
Ukrainian Studies Programme. At the 
same time, there is also a need to expand 
grant funding abroad in the form of mo-
bility programs for students interested 
in studying Ukraine, academic staff of 
foreign universities or representatives of 

analytical centres for internships or re-
search in Ukraine.

Among domestic political challenges, it 
is also important to strengthen the ca-
pacity of many Ukrainian higher educa-
tion institutions to cooperate and net-
work with centres of Ukrainian studies 
abroad. Among the biggest problems of 
such cooperation from the Ukrainian side, 
our respondents have often mentioned 
the insufficient level of English language 
skills, a more pronounced focus on educa-
tional rather than research processes, and 
a certain isolation of Ukrainian research 
methods and approaches as compared to 
world practices. 

In contrast, one of the consequences of 
the war has been an increase in the num-
ber of scholarship and research pro-
grammes abroad for Ukrainians. On the 
one hand, it is direct support for a very 
vulnerable sector during the war and an 
opportunity for many researchers to dive 
deeper into Western science and estab-
lish cooperation, to support the devel-
opment of Ukrainian studies in the for-
eign academic environment. On the other 
hand, it engenders the threat of the next 
wave of a “brain drain,” which, in combi-
nation with economic difficulties, may 
lead to a decrease in scientific research 
in Ukraine and a weakening of local cen-
tres in the next few years. Even though this 
process can have dramatic consequenc-
es for Ukrainian science and education, if 
these specialists do not plan to return to 
Ukraine, the state can take care of main-
taining contact with them and ensuring 
that these Ukrainian scientists foster in-
terest in developing Ukrainian topics in the 
foreign academic environment. After all, a 
significant Ukrainian diaspora in itself, as 
our study demonstrates, does not guaran-
tee the active development of Ukrainian 
studies.
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Overall, while the war is ongoing and 
Ukrainian issues are still in focus, new 
courses aimed at meeting the sudden in-
crease in demand for information about 
Ukrainian courses have been introduced, 
along with special support programmes 
for researchers. However, it is already 
worthwhile to begin thinking about and 
working on finding ways to institutionalise 
these new practices.
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The Ukrainian Institute is a public institution affiliated 
with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine. Our 
mission is to strengthen Ukraine’s international 
standing through the means of cultural diplomacy. We 
facilitate international connections between people 
and institutions and create opportunities for Ukraine to 
interact and cooperate with the world. 

This research of Ukrainian and Crimean Tatar studies 
centres worldwide was conducted in 2021-2022 and aims 
to promote the further establishment of partnerships 
between Ukrainian studies centres, stimulate public 
discussion on the strengthening of Ukrainian studies in 
the world, and provide verified data for the planning of 
future programmes and activities to support Ukrainian 
studies centres. 
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